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Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n. (Eutardigrada:
Macrobiotidae), a new species of Tardigrada from Croatia
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ABSTRACT: An illustrated description of Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n. (Mesobiotus
harmsworthi-group) from Croatia is given. The new species has eyes, smooth cuticle,
buccal armature with evident anterior band of teeth, a posterior crown of elongated
triangular teeth and a system of three dorsal and three ventral transverse ridges, granulation
on all legs and lunules of legs IV without dentation or crenation. This species belongs to
Mesobiotus coronatus complex of species by having reticulated conical egg processes with
basal ring of short ridges/thickenings. It differs from all known species of this group by
having reticulation of the egg surface between the egg processes.

How to cite this article: Tumanov D.V. 2018. Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n. (Eutardigrada:
Macrobiotidae), a new species of Tardigrada from Croatia // Invert. Zool. Vol.15. No.4. P.
402-419. doi: 10.15298/invertzool.15.4.08

KEY WORDS: tardigrades, Mesobiotus harmsworthi group, Mesobiotus coronatus com-
plex, Mediterranean, Europe, ex Yugoslavia.

Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n. (Eutardigrada:
Macrobiotidae) — HoBbIM BuA TUXOoXoAokK M3 XopBaTumn
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Kageopa 300n02uu 6ecnozeonounvix, buonoeuueckui gparyromem, Cankm-Ilemep6ypeckuii cocy-
odapcmeennviil ynusepcumem, Canxm-Ilemep6ype, 199034, Poccus. E-mail: d.tumanov@spbu.ru

PE3IOME: Jlano omnricanie HOBOTO BHa TUXOX0/I0K Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n. (rpynma
BHIOB harmsworthi) n3 XopBaTun. HOBBIH BUJ XapaKTepHU3yeTCs HATWIHEM TJ1a3, TIaIKOH
KYTHKYJIOW, TTOJIHOCTBIO Pa3BUTOW OYKKaJbHOH apMaTypo COCTOAIICH M3 TepeaHeH
TTOJIOCHI MEJIKHX TOYEK, 33/THETO PSAa BEITAHYTHIX TPEYTOIBHBIX 3yOI[0B M CHCTEMBI U3 TPEX
BEHTPAIBHBIX U TPEX JOPCAIBHBIX TPeOHEH, HATMYINEM TOYCYHOH CKYJIBITYpPHl Ha BCEX
HOKKaX W TJIQJIKUMU JIYHYJIaMH Ha HOXKKaX 4-i mapel. DTOT BHJI OTHOCHUTCS K KOMIUIEKCY
BHJOB coronatus, sl KOTOPOTO XapaKTePHBI PETUKYINPOBAHHBIC KOHNYECKHUE BBIPOCTEI
XOPHOHA UL, OCHOBAHUS KOTOPBIX OKPYKECHBI KOJIBIIOM PaIuaibHBIX TpedHeit. OH oTIu-
4aeTcs OT BCEX M3BECTHBIX BUIOB JAHHOM TPYIIITBI HATHYNEM PETHKYIISINN Ha TIOBEPXHO-
CTH AW MEXIY BBIPOCTaMH.

Kak nutuposate 31y craTio: How to cite this article: Tumanov D.V. 2018. Mesobiotus
nikolaevae sp.n. (Eutardigrada: Macrobiotidae), a new species of Tardigrada from Croatia
// Invert. Zool. Vol.15. No.4. P. 402—419. doi: 10.15298/invertzool.15.4.08

KJIFOYEBBIE CJIOBA: tuxoxoaku, Tardigrada, rpynmna harmsworthi, coronatus KOMII-
nekce, CpenuzeMHomopckas gayna, EBpona, 6siBmias KOrocnasus.
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Introduction

Little is known about the tardigrades of the
Republic of Croatia. During the most part of the
XX century, until the Proclamation of indepen-
dence in 1991, Croatia was a part of the Yugo-
slavia state (The Kingdom of Yugoslavia in the
interwar period and Socialist Federal Republic
of Yugoslavia after the Second World War), but
most of the faunistic investigations of Yugosla-
vian tardigrades were held on the territory of
Slovenia (Mihelcic, 1938a—e, 1964), and Ser-
bia (Tharos, 1982). Only two papers (Maucci,
1972; Durante Pasa, Maucci, 1975) were devot-
ed to the investigation of the tardigrades of
Croatia. Both of them describe the fauna of the
Istria peninsula only (47 species of Tardigrada,
including 11 species of Macrobiotidae). Until
now there were no data on the tardigrades of the
continental part of Croatia.

In July 2006 1.P. Nikolaeva (Zoological
Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences,
St. Petersburg) collected several moss samples
in Plitvice Lakes National Park, Croatia. Seven
adult and four juvenile specimens and 14 eggs
(9 of them embryonated) of Mesobiotus species
belonging to the Mesobiotus harmsworthi group
were found in one of these samples.

Material and methods

Tardigrades were extracted using the fol-
lowing procedure: dried moss sample was
placed in a plastic container with filtered tap
water and leaved overnight for rehydration,
then material was vigorously shaken within the
container and squeezed over the container, the
supernatant was stirred and washed through a
system of two sieves: first sieve with ~1 mm
mesh size, and second with 80 um mesh size.
This procedure was repeated three times. The
content of the fine sieve was washed with the
filtered tap water to the Petri dish and screened
in portions in the Bogorov’s counting chamber
under LOMO MBC-10 Stereo Microscope.
Tardigrade specimens and eggs were fixed
with acetic acid and then mounted on micro-
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scope slides in Hoyer’s medium. Slides were
examined under Leica DM 2500 microscope
using Phase Contrast (PCM) and Differential
Interference Contrast microscopy (DIC). Pho-
tographs were made using Nikon DS-Fil cam-
era. Three paratype eggs were removed from
the slide by dissolving Hoyer’s medium with
warm ddH,O, rinsed twice with ddH O to re-
move medium, air dried and sputter covered
with gold. Material was examined under high
vacuum ina QUANTA 200 3D Scanning Elec-
tron Microscope. All measurements are given
in micrometres (um) and were performed un-
der PCM with the eyepiece micrometer, fol-
lowing the Stec et al. (2016) recommenda-
tions. Body length was measured from the
anterior to the posterior end of the body, ex-
cluding the hind legs. Elements of the buccal
apparatus and claws were measured according
to Kaczmarek & Michalczyk (2017). For deep
structures that could not be fully focused in a
single photograph, a series of several images
were taken and then assembled into a single
deep-focus image using the Helicon Focus
software (Helicon Soft Ltd). In the description
of the claw structure terms are given according
to Guidetti & Bertolani (2001) and Vecci et al.
(2016). Classification of oral cavity armature
types is given according to Pilato (1972). The
pt index used is the percentage ratio between
the length of a structure and the length of the
buccal tube (Pilato, 1981). Eggs morphomet-
ric data were handled using the “Parachela”
ver. 1.2 template available from the Tardigra-
da Register, www.tardigrada.net/register
(Michalczyk, Kaczmarek, 2013).

For comparison, specimens and eggs of
Mesobiotus patiens (Pilato et al., 2000) (slide
number 4654) and M. simulans (Pilato et al.,
2000) (slide numbers 4678 and 5753), all from
the collection of Pilato and Binda (University
of Catania, Italy), were examined. Photographs
of the type specimens of Mesobiotus patiens
kindly provided by G. Pilato (University of
Catania, Italy) were also used as the compara-
tive material.
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Taxonomy

Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n.
Figs. 1-6, Tables 1, 2.

Holotype: Slide number 232(23) (sex in-
det.). Collected by Dr. I.P. Nikolaeva (Zoolog-
ical Institute of the Russian Academy of Scienc-
es, St. Petersburg), 26.07.2006 in Croatia.

Paratypes: Six adultspecimens (slides num-
ber 232(22), 232(23), 232(24), 232(31),
232(33)), four juvenile specimens (slides num-
ber 232(40) and 232(42)) and 14 eggs (slides
number 232(25), 232(26), 232(27), 232(28),
232(29), 232(30)) from the same location.

Type locality: Nacionalni park Plitvicka
jezera (Plitvice Lakes National Park), Lika-
Senj County (approx. 44°5331” N, 15°36'39”
E), moss from stone near the tourist pathway.
Together with Echiniscus granulatus (Doyére,
1840), E. spiniger Richters, 1904, E. testudo
(Doyere, 1840), E. militaris Murray, 1911, Bry-
odelphax parvulus Thulin, 1928, Hypsibius
microps Thulin, 1928, Hypsibius cf. conver-
gens (Urbanowicz, 1925), Adropion cf. carolae
(Binda et Pilato, 1969), Isohypsibius prososto-
mus Thulin, 1928.

Type depository: Holotype and paratypes
of the new species are deposited in the author’s
collection at Saint-Petersburg State University,
Department of Invertebrate Zoology, St. Peters-
burg, Russia.

Etymology: This species is dedicated to [.P.
Nikolaeva, who kindly collected the material
for me in Croatia.

Diagnosis: Macrobiotidae with Y-shaped
claws. Colour whitish. Three roundish mac-
roplacoids and a relatively large microplacoid
close to the last macroplacoid in the pharynx.
Buccal armature of the harmsworthi-type with
evident anterior band of teeth, a posterior crown
of elongated triangular teeth and a system of
three dorsal and three ventral transverse ridges.
Ornamented eggs, laid freely. Egg shell with
reticulated conical processes, their bases with
basal crown ofridges, egg surface with wrinkled
ridges and relatively large pores between them,
forming reticulation-like pattern.
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Description.

Adults. Body length of adult animals 220—
345 mm (Figs. 1A, 3A) (morphometrics in Ta-
ble 1). Body whitish in live animals and trans-
parent after fixation in Hoyer’s medium. Most
specimens with black granular eye spots (of the
seven adult specimens examined, the eyes were
presentin five, juvenile specimens and embryos
has no eyes). Cuticle of the body is smooth,
without pores, tubercles or granulation. With-
out lateral gibbosity on the hind legs. All legs
with areas of granulation. Legs I-I1I with small
areas of granulation on the external surfaces,
near the claw bases (Figs. 2B, black arrowhead;
3E), legs IV with better developed granulation
dorsally and around the claw bases (Figs. 2D,
black arrowhead; 3F). Bucco-pharyngeal appa-
ratus of Macrobiotus type (Figs. 1B, C, 3B).
Buccal cavity with ten peribuccal lamellae and
buccal armature with evident anterior band of
teeth, a posterior crown of elongated triangular
teeth and a system of three dorsal and three
ventral transverse ridges (Figs. 1D-G, 3C, D).
Ventro-lateral ridges with slightly waving ante-
rior edges. Some specimens with few rounded
supplementary teeth situated ventrally between
posterior crown of teeth and transverse ridges
(Fig. 1H, I, arrowheads). Buccal tube with typ-
ical ventral lamina. Pharyngeal bulb with apo-
physes, three macroplacoids and a large mi-
croplacoid. First macroplacoid narrower anteri-
orly, third macroplacoid with a distinct subter-
minal constriction. Claws of the legs I-III of
Mesobiotus type (Figs. 2A, B; 3E) with minute
stalk, distinct distal part of the basal portion,
short common tract and developed internal sep-
tum defining a distal part (Fig. 2A, B, white
arrowheads). Primary and secondary branches
diverge nearthe halfofclaw height, main branch-
es with well-developed accessory points. Claws
of fourth pair of legs longer than claws of first
three pairs of legs. All claws with lunules, which
are distinctly larger and with slightly undulating
margins on fourth pairs of legs (Figs. 2A-E, 3F).
Anterior (internal) and posterior (external) claws
of'the legs IV are clearly different in their form:
posterior claws has longer common tract and
secondary branch diverged from the main branch
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Fig. 1. Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n., habitus and bucco-pharyngeal apparatus. A — habitus (holotype); B—
C — bucco-pharyngeal apparatus (paratype); D-E — dorsal buccal armature (holotype); F-G — ventral
buccal armature (holotype); H-I — ventral buccal armature (paratype), arrowheads indicates to the
supplementary tooth.

Scale bar: A — 50 um; B, C — 10 um; D-1 — 5 um. A, E, G, I — phase contrast; B, C, D, F, H — DIC.

Puc. 1. Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n., 001mit BUI 1 pOTO-ITIOTOYHBIH ammapar. A — oOuuii BUj (roJI0THII);
B-C — poro-rnorounsrit annapar (maparuin); D-E — nopcansnast potoBast apmarypa (ronorumn); F-G —
BEHTpalbHas poToBas apMatypa (romorun); H-1 — BeHTpansHas poroBas apmarypa (IapaTum), CTPEIKH
YKa3bIBaIOT Ha JOMOIHUTEIBHBIN 3Y0.

Macmrad: A — 50 pm; B, C — 10 pm; D-I — 5 pm. A, E, G, I — da3zossiit xonurpact; B, C, D, F, H —
nmuddepeHnnanbHbIi HHTEPGhEPEHINOHHBI KOHTPACT.
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Fig. 2. Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n., claws. A — claws of the legs I (paratype), black arrowhead indicates
to the cuticular bar, white arrowhead indicates to the internal septum; B — claws of the legs III (paratype),
black arrowhead indicates to the cuticular granulation, white arrowhead indicates to the internal septum; C —
claws of the legs IV (paratype), white arrowhead indicates to the internal septum; D — claws of the leg IV
(holotype), black arrowhead indicates to the cuticular granulation; E — claws of the legs IV (paratype).
Scale bar: A—-E — 5 pm. A— E — phase contrast.

Puc. 2. Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n., KOTOTKH. A — KOTOTKH HOXKH | mapbl (TapaTui), 4epHasi CTpeKa
YKa3bIBaeT Ha KYTHKYJSIPHYIO TOJIOCKY, Oejasi CTpesika yKa3blBaeT Ha BHTPEHHIOK CENTy KOroTka; B —
koroTku HOKKH 11 maps! (mapaTui), aepHast CTpesKa yKa3blBaeT Ha yJacTOK C TpaHyIIsIHel, Oenas cTpenka
YKa3bIBaeT Ha BHTPEHHIOK centy korotka; C — korotku HOxku IV mapsl (mapatun) , Oenas crpeska
YKa3bIBaeT Ha BHTPEHHIOK CENTY KOrorka; D — KOrotku HoxkkH [V mapsl (roJoTHIN), YepHas CTpesika
YKa3bIBaeT Ha yYaCTOK C rpaHyisnueil; E — xorotku Hoxkn IV mapsr (maparmum).

Macmtab: A-E — 5 um. A—E — ¢a3oBbrit KoHTpacT.
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at the right angle, anterior claws are V-shaped,
with shorter common tract (Figs. 2D, E, 3F). On
legs IV lunules of the posterior claws are dis-
tinctly larger than lunules of the anterior claws
(Figs. 2D, E, 3F). Bar-like cuticular thickenings
are present below claw bases of the first three
pairs of legs (Fig. 2A, black arrowhead).

Eggs spherical, white, ornamented and laid
freely (Figs. 4A—-C, 6A; morphometrics in Ta-
ble 2). Chorion with conical processes, with
wide bases and thin and flexible apices (Figs.
SA-I1, 6B, G). Basal parts of the processes with
bilayered walls with a net of trabecular struc-
tures between the internal and external layers,
forming irregular rounded meshes of different
size, so the processes seems to be reticulated
under PCM and SEM (Figs. 4D, E, 5C, E, F,
6B-D). SEM observations revealed no circular
wrinkles on the outer surface of the processes.
Small pores (visible only in SEM) are present on
the surface of some processes (Fig. 6C, D, G,
black arrowheads). Apical parts of the process-
es are thin, flexible, with bubble-like internal
structure (Figs. 5A, black arrowhead, 6G),
smooth outer surface, often branching, some-
times having a tree-like appearance (Figs. 5B—
F, 6G). Rarely the apical parts are bent down-
ward, to the egg surface (Fig. SH), or broken
(Fig. SI). Process bases are surrounded by a
crown of granules (visible in PCM only, Fig.
4B, D, E), continued to the system of thick
winding radial ridges, connected with thinner
ridges. Relatively large pores (their diameter is
usually equal or exceed the width of the ridges)
are present between the ridges (Fig. 6C—F). In
PCM this structure could be observed as a very
delicate but evident reticular pattern with small
isodiametric meshes on the egg surface between
processes (Fig. 4D—F). Egg processes are tight-
ly arranged, with the distance between them 1—
3 um.

Differential diagnosis.

In having three macroplacoids, relatively
large microplacoid close to the last macropla-
coid and reticulated conical egg processes Me-
sobiotus nikolaevae sp.n. belongs to the harm-
sworthi group (according to Kaczmarek et al.,
2011), and within this group it is most similar to
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the coronatus species complex to which I at-
tribute here Mesobiotus species with reticulated
conical egg processes with bases surrounded
with the crown of dot-like structures or radial
ridges without areolation or finger-like append-
ages of the processes bases.

Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n. differs from M.
australis (Pilato, D’Urso, 1976) (known only
from type locality in Australia) by having buc-
cal armature of harmsworthi-type with a band
of well-developed eclongated triangular teeth
(M. australis has buccal armature of echinogen-
itus-type, without such teeth), by having egg
processes reticulated (M. australis has non-
sculptured egg processes) and by having well-
developed sculpture of the egg surface between
the processes (M. australis has finely punctuat-
ed egg surface).

Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n. differs from M.
binieki (Kaczmarek et al., 2011) (known only
from type locality in Bulgaria, Europe) by hav-
ing higher p¢ of the buccal tube external width
(13-16.7%in M. nikolaevae sp.n. and 12-13.2%
in M. binieki), by having higher pt of the placoid
row length (50-61.1% in M. nikolaevae sp.n.
and 42.3-49.6% in M. binieki) and by having
different egg morphology: M. binieki has egg
processes with very short basal conical part and
very long spiniform apical part (much longer
than the basal part), while in M. nikolaevae sp.n.
apical parts of the processes are subequal to the
conical basal part; in M. binieki egg surface
between the processes with a system of irregular
ridges, while in M. nikolaevae sp.n. egg surface
with ridges and pores forming a reticulate pat-
tern; M. binieki eggs has 27-32 processes on the
egg circumference, while in M. nikolaevae sp.n.
eggs has only 12—14 processes.

Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n. differs from M.
coronatus (de Barros, 1942) (reliably known
from South America only (Pilato et al., 2000;
Kaczmarek et al.,2015)) by having no or only a
few supplementary teeth in the ventral buccal
armature, by having larger eggs (diameter with-
out processes 54.8-64.9 um in M. nikolaevae
sp.n. and 47-55 um in M. coronatus) with egg
processes longer (10.9—-18.6 um in M. nikolae-
vae sp.n. and 8.3-9.2 um in M. coronatus) and
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Fig. 3. Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n. A — habitus; B — bucco-pharyngeal apparatus; C — dorsal buccal
armature; D — ventral buccal armature; E — claws of the legs III; F — claws of the leg IV.

Scale bar: A — 50 um; B, — 10 um; C-F — 5 um.

Puc. 3. Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n. A — obumii Bug; B — poro-rnorounstii anmapat; C — mopcanpHas
potoBas apmatypa; D — BenTpanbHas poroBast apmarypa; E — korotku Hoxku III maper; F — xorotku

HOoXkH [V mapsl.
Macmrab: A — 50 um; B, — 10 pm; C-F — 5 pm.

wider (11.6—15.5 wm in M. nikolaevae sp.n. and
8.2-10.42 um in M. coronatus) and by having
egg surface with ridges and pores forming a
reticulate pattern (in M. coronatus egg surface
is dotted).

Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n. differs from M.
diffusus (Binda et Pilato, 1987) (known from
North Africa (type locality), Italy, Seychelles
(Binda, Pilato, 1995) and New Zealand (Pilato,
Binda, 1996)) by presence of eyes, by having

stylet supports inserted to the buccal tube in
more cephalic position (ptSs 75-76.7% in M.
nikolaevae sp.n. and 77-78.76% in M. dif-
fusus), by having lunules of the legs IV not
dentated and by having different egg morphol-
ogy: M. diffusus has egg processes with long
thin apical filaments while M. nikolaevae sp.n.
has egg processes with rarely branching apical
parts not forming long filaments; eggs of M.
diffusus with poorly developed crown of basal
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Fig. 4. Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n., eggs. A-B — total view of the egg surface; C — total view of the optical
section of the embryonated egg; D-E — details of the egg surface; F — reticulation of the egg surface
between the processes.

Scale bar: A~C — 10 um; D-F — 5 pm. A — DIC; B-F — phase contrast.

Puc. 4. Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n., siitia. A—B — o06muii Bua nmoBepxHoCcTH sU1; C — ONTHYECKUHA cpe3
stidTia ¢ pa3BUTHIM IMOproHOM; D—E — cTpyKTypa moBepXHOCTH sull, F — peTHKYIISAIHS TOBEPXHOCTH sifla
MEX/Iy BBICTYIIAMH XOPHOHA.

MacmTad: A—C — 10 pm; D-F — 5 pm. A — muddepernmnansHpi naTephepeHInonHbli konTpacT; B—F — da3ossrit
KOHTpAcT.
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Fig. 5. Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n., egg processes. A, B, G, H, [ — optical section, arrowhead indicates to
the bubble-like internal structure; C, E, F — details of the surface.

Scale bar: A-1 — 10 pm. A-I — phase contrast.

Puc. 5. Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n., BeicTymbl xopuoHa suil. A, B, G, H, | — onrtudeckwuii cpes, crpenka
YKa3bIBAET Ha SUEHCTYIO CTPYKTYPY anukaibHO# yactu Beipocta; C, E, F — cTpykTypa moBepXHOCTH.

Macmrad: A—I — 10 pm. A—I — ¢a30BbIii KOHTpPACT.

dots while in M. nikolaevae sp.n. it is well
developed; in M. diffusus egg surface between
processes with the system of thin radial ridges
only while in M. nikolaevae sp.n. egg surface
with ridges and pores forming a reticulate
pattern.

Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n. differs from M.
dimentmani (Pilato et al., 2010) (known only
from type locality in Israel) by having lower pt
of the buccal tube external width (13-16.7% in
M. nikolaevae sp.n. and 19.3-23.2% in M. di-
mentmani), by having lower pt of the length of
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Fig. 6. Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n., eggs (SEM). A — total view of the egg; B-D — details of the egg
surface; E-F — reticulation of the egg surface between the processes; G — egg processes. Black arrowheads
indicates to the pores on the surface on the egg processes.

Scale bar: A — 15 um; B-D, F, G — 5 um; E — 1 pm.

Puc. 6. Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n., stiina (CKaHUPYIOMIAs ITEKTPOHHAS MHUKPOCKOMHS). A — o0mmit BUx
sitia; B-D — cTpykTypa nosepxnoctu aui; E-F — peTukynsamnus moBepXxHocTu sila MKy BbICTYaMHU
xoproHa; G — BBICTYI XOpHOHA. UepHbIE CTPEJKH YKa3bIBAIOT Ha MOPHI Ha MMOBEPXHOCTH BBICTYIIOB
XOpHOHA.

Macmrad: A — 15 pm; B-D, F, G — 5 um; E — 1 pm.
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Table 2. Measurements (in pum) of selected morphological structures of eggs of Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n.
Tabmuma 2. Pazmeps! (B im) HEKOTOPBIX JeTaliell cTpoeHus sul Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n.

Character N Range Mean SD
Egg bare diameter 9 54.8-64.9 59.6 34
Egg full diameter 9 80.2-88.5 82.9 2.9
Process height 39 10.9-18.6 14.6 1.9
Process base width 39 11.4-15.8 13.5 1.0
Process base/height ratio 39 73%—-146% 95% 18%
Inter-process distance 39 1.0-3.1 2.0 0.6
Number of processes on the egg 9 19-14 13.0 0.9
circumference

N — number of eggs/structures measured, Range refers to the smallest and the largest structure among all measured

specimens; SD — standard deviation.

the external claws on legs I1-111 (21.9-29% in
M. nikolaevae sp.n. and 36.3-42.8% in M. di-
mentmani), by having lunules of the legs IV
without dentation, by having smaller eggs (di-
ameter without processes 54.8-64.9 um in M.
nikolaevae sp.n. and 79-90 um in M. diment-
mani) and by having different egg morphology:
M. dimentmani has egg processes divided api-
cally to 2—6 long thin apical branches while M.
nikolaevae sp.n. has egg processes with rarely
branching apical parts not forming long branch-
es; in M. dimentmani egg surface between pro-
cesses is dotted while in M. nikolaevae sp.n. egg
surface with ridges and pores forming a reticu-
late pattern.

Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n. differs from M.
harmsworthi (Murray, 1907) (this species is
often considered to be cosmopolitan, but is
reliably noted from European localities only,
records from other regions should be treated as
dubious) by having lower pt of the buccal tube
external width (13-16.7% in M. nikolaevae
sp.n. and 16.7-20.7% in M. harmsworthi), by
having smaller eggs (diameter without process-
es 54.8-64.9 um in M. nikolaevae sp.n. and 69—
83.5 wm in M. harmsworthi), by having differ-
ent processes morphology (in M. harmsworthi
egg processes are wider (base diameter 14.5-22
um), without distinct elongated and branched
apical part and with very poorly developed basal
crown of dots) and by having egg surface with
ridges and pores forming a reticulate pattern (egg
surface is granulated in M. harmsworthi).

The comparison based on the M. harmswor-
thi harmsworthi description by Pilato et al.
(2000) and morphometric data provided by Pi-
lato & Lisi (20006).

Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n. differs from M.
insuetus (Pilato et al., 2014) (known only from
type locality in Sicily, Italy, Europe) by the
presence of eyes, by having lower pt of the
buccal tube external width (13-16.7% in M.
nikolaevae sp.n. and 18.2—-19.7% in M. insue-
tus), by having stylet supports inserted to the
buccal tube in more cephalic position (ptSs 75—
76.7% in M. nikolaevae sp.n. and 79-79.4% in
M. insuetus), by having claws of the legs II-1I1
shorter than claws of the legs IV (in M. insuetus
claws of the hind pair of legs are slightly shorter
than claws of the legs II-III), and by having
longer egg processes (10.9—18.6 um in M. ni-
kolaevae sp.n. and 7.9-8.6 um in M. insuetus)
and egg surface with ridges and pores forming a
reticulate pattern.

Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n. differs from M.
patiens (Pilato et al., 2000) (known from Aco-
lian Islands (type locality) and several islands in
Tyrrhenian Sea, Italy, Europe (Pilato et al.,
2000)) by having lower pt of the buccal tube
external width (13-16.7% in M. nikolaevae
sp.n. and 17.9-21.1% in M. patiens), by having
stylet supports inserted to the buccal tube in
more cephalic position (ptSs 75-76.7% in M.
nikolaevae sp.n. and 77.4-79.1% in M. pa-
tiens), and by having smaller eggs (diameter
without processes 54.8—64.9 um in M. nikolae-
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Fig. 7. Mesobiotus patiens and Mesobiotus simulans, eggs. A — Mesobiotus patiens egg; B — Mesobiotus

simulans egg.
Scale bar: A, B— 10 pm. Phase contrast.

Puc. 7. Mesobiotus patiens n Mesobiotus simulans, siina. A — siino Mesobiotus patiens; B — siino

Mesobiotus simulans.
Macmra6: A, B — 10 pm. ®a30Bblil KOHTpACT.

vae sp.n. and 75-87 um in M. patiens) with egg
processes with relatively longer apical parts and
egg surface with ridges and pores forming a
reticulate pattern (egg surface is granulated in
M. patiens) (Fig. TA).

The comparison based on the M. patiens
description by Pilato et al. (2000), and morpho-
metric data provided by Pilato & Lisi (2009).

Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n. differs from M.
perfidus (Pilato et Lisi, 2009) (known only from
type locality in Seychelles Islands) by having
smooth body cuticle (cuticle with small tuber-
cles in M. perfidus), by having granulation on
legs I-I11, by having anterior band of teeth in the
buccal armature, and by egg surface with ridges
and pores forming a reticulate pattern (in M.
perfidus egg surface with dot-like sculpture).

Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n. differs from M.
philippinicus Mapalo et al., 2016 (known only
from type locality in Philippines) by having
stylet supports inserted to the buccal tube in
slightly more cephalic position (ptSs 75-76.7%
in M. nikolaevae sp.n. and 76.4-79.8% in M.
philippinicus), by having undivided medio-ven-
tral ridge of the buccal armature (medio-ventral
ridge is splitted into 2—4 round or oval teeth in
M. philippinicus), by having lower pt of the

length of the claws (pt for external claws II is
21.9-28.6% in M. nikolaevae sp.n. and 29.3—
33.5% in M. philippinicus), by having lunules
of the legs IV without denticles. The eggs of M.
nikolaevae sp.n. are similar to the eggs of M.
philippinicus by having egg surface between
processes with combination of higher and thick-
er radial ridges, derived from the dots of the
basal crown, and lower thin ridges, connecting
them transversely. The following differences
allow to distinguish eggs of these species: (1)
egg processes of M. philippinicus usually with
strong wrinkles, making their surface serrated in
light microscopy while in M. nikolaevae sp.n.
the surface of the egg processes surface is usu-
ally only slightly undulated in PCM, without
wrinkles; (2) in M. philippinicus pores between
the ridges of the egg surface are sparsely distrib-
uted, without forming a network pattern, their
diameter is usually smaller than the width of the
ridges while in M. nikolaevae sp.n. pores of ther
egg sufface are larger and distributed more
regular, forming a reticulate pattern; (3) in M.
philippinicus branching apical parts of the egg
processes often covered with small granules
while in M. nikolaevae sp.n. they are smooth
(visible only in SEM); (4) M. nikolaevae sp.n.
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has smaller eggs (diameter without processes
54.8-64.9 um in M. nikolaevae sp.n. and 62.7—
79.9 um in M. philippinicus); (5) M. nikolaevae
sp.n. has longer egg processes (10.9—18.6 um in
M. nikolaevae sp.n. and 2.1-13.7 um in M.
philippinicus).

Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n. differs from M.
pseudoblocki Roszkowska et al., 2016 (known
only from type locality in Argentina, South
America) by having granulation on all legs
(granulation absent in M. pseudoblocki), by
having stylet supports inserted to the buccal
tube in more caudal position (ptSs 75-76.7% in
M. nikolaevae sp.n. and 71.5-75.2% in M.
pseudoblocki), by having smaller eggs (diame-
ter without processes 54.8-64.9 um in M. ni-
kolaevae sp.n. and 62.4—69.4 umin M. pseudob-
locki), by having larger egg processes (height
10.9-18.6 um and base width 11.4-15.8 um in
M. nikolaevae sp.n. vs 10.5-12.8 um and 5.8—
7.7 umrespectively in M. pseudoblocki), and by
having egg surface with ridges and pores form-
ing a reticulate pattern (smooth in M. pseudob-
locki).

Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n. differs from M.
pseudocoronatus (Pilato et al., 2006) (known
only from type locality in Seychelles Islands) by
having smooth body cuticle (cuticle with small
tubercles in M. pseudocoronatus), by having
lunules of the legs IV without indentations, and
by having egg surface with ridges and pores
forming a reticulate pattern (in M. pseudocoro-
natus egg surface with dot-like sculpture).

Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n. differs from M.
pseudopatiens Kaczmarek et Roszkowska, 2016
(known only from type locality in Costa Rica,
South America) by the presence of eyes, by
having granulation on legs I-III, by having
anterior band of teeth in the buccal armature (the
anterior band of teeth absent in M. pseudopa-
tiens) and by having egg surface with ridges and
pores forming areticulate pattern (in M. pseudo-
patiens egg surface is covered with granules or
small wrinkles without reticulation).

Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n. differs from M.
radiatus (Pilato et al., 1991) (known only from
type locality in Tanzania, Africa) by the signif-
icantly smaller body size (up to 345 um in M.
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nikolaevae sp.n. and up to 630 wm in M. radia-
tus), by the presence of eyes, by having lower pt
of the placoid row length (50-61.1% in M.
nikolaevae sp.n. and 64.1% in M. radiatus), by
having lunules of the legs IV without denticles,
by having smaller eggs (diameter without pro-
cesses 54.8—64.9 um in M. nikolaevae sp.n. and
85.74 um in M. radiatus) and by having differ-
ent egg morphology: M. radiatus has egg pro-
cesses with reticulated conical basal part and
unsculptured (or very poorly sculptured) cylin-
drical apical part with a visible septum between
them and indented apex while M. nikolaevae
sp.n. has apical parts of the egg processes in a
form of relatively thin filament with evident
internal vesicular structure and often with rela-
tively long branches.

Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n. differs from M.
rigidus (Pilato et Lisi, 2006) (known only from
type locality in New Zealand) by the presence of
eyes and granulation on legs I-III, by having no
or only a few supplementary teeth in the ventral
buccal armature, by having flexible and often
branched apical parts of the egg processes (rigid
and undivided in M. rigidus) and by having egg
surface with ridges and pores forming a reticu-
late pattern (in M. rigidus egg surface is granu-
lated).

Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n. differs from
Mesobiotus romani Roszkowska et al., 2018
(known only from type locality in Ecuador,
South America) by having undivided medio-
ventral ridge of the buccal armature (medio-
ventral ridge is splitted into 2 round teeth in M.
romani), by having lower pt of the length of the
external claws on legs II-11I (21.9-29% in M.
nikolaevae sp.n. and 28.6-36.5% in M. ro-
mani), by having lunules of the legs IV not
dentate and by having smaller eggs (diameter
without processes 54.8—64.9 um in M. nikolae-
vae sp.n. and 62.0-85.0 um in M. romani) with
smaller number of processes on the egg circum-
ference (1214 in M. nikolaevae sp.n. and 16—
17 in M. romani).

Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n. differs from M.
simulans (Pilato et al., 2000) (known from
Sardinia (type locality), several locations in
Italy, Europe (Pilato et al., 2000) and Israel
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(Pilato et al., 2010)) by having lower pt of the
buccal tube external width (13-16.7% in M.
nikolaevae sp.n. and 17.5-29.1% in M. simu-
lans), by having stylet supports inserted to the
buccal tube in more cephalic position (ptSs 75—
76.7% in M. nikolaevae sp.n. and 77.6-79.4%
in M. simulans), by having longer egg processes
(10.9-18.6 um in M. nikolaevae sp.n. and up to
11 umin M. simulans), by having egg processes
with longer apical part in relation to the basal
conical part, and by having egg surface with
ridges and pores forming a reticulate pattern
(eggsurface is finely granulated in M. simulans)
(Fig. 7B).

The comparison based on the M. simulans
description by Pilato et al. (2000), and morpho-
metric data provided by Pilato & Lisi (2009).

Mesobiotus nikolaevae sp.n. differs from M.
wuzhishanensis (Yin et al., 2011) (known only
from type locality in China, Asia) in significant-
ly smaller body size (up to 345 um in M.
nikolaevae sp.n. and up to 610 um in M. wuzh-
ishanensis), by having slightly higher p¢ of the
buccal tube external width (13-16.7% in M.
nikolaevae sp.n. and 11.3-13.4% in M. wuzhis-
hanensis ), by having lower pt of the length of
the claws I-1II (pt of the length of the external
claws I121.9-28.6% in M. nikolaevae sp.n. and
29.4-36.6% in M. wuzhishanensis), by having
lunules of the legs IV without denticles, by
having smaller eggs (diameter without process-
s 54.8-64.9 umin M. nikolaevae sp.n. and 85.8
wm in M. wuzhishanensis), and by having egg
surface with ridges and pores forming a reticu-
late pattern (in the description of M. wuzhishan-
ensis egg surface is described as smooth, but
some ridges are visible between the processes in
figures 5 and 10 (Yin et al., 2011)).
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