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NELLYA AUSHEEVNA STEPANOVA (1941 – 1997)

ÏÀÌßÒÈ ÍÅËËÈ ÀÞØÅÅÂÍÛ ÑÒÅÏÀÍÎÂÎÉ (1941 – 1997)

Nellya Ausheevna Stepanova, Ph. D., scientific
staff of the Institute of the Biological Problems of
Cryolitozone (former Institute of Biology), has
died on September 6th, 1997. She was the first
professional bryologist in Yakutia and made a
great contribution to the bryology in Yakutia.

Stepanova was born on the 13th of Febru-
ary, 1941 in the village of Kyren of the Tunkin-
sky district of the Buryat ASSR, in the family
of a peasant. After school, in 1958 she entered
the Buryat Agricultural Institute and two years
after moved to the Buryat Pedagogical Insti-
tute. She successfully graduated from this in-
stitute becoming a school teacher of biology
and chemistry in the native village.

 In 1967 she moved to Yakutsk, working at
first also as a school teacher. In this time Stepano-
va was involved in scientific researches in bot-
any and her interest in bryology has been clear-
ly defined. In 1971 the Institute of Biology in
Yakutsk supported Stepanova to enter the pre-
doctorial course in the Komarov Botanical Insti-
tute in Leningrad, where she got an excellent
bryological training under the professorship  of
I. I. Abramov. During this pre-doctoral course
Stepanova studied the bryoflora of the Lower
Kolyma River on North Yakutiya. After this
course Stepanova returned to the Institute of

Biology and continued her studies of the bryo-
flora of Yakutian North. She identified her col-
lections from the Lower Lena River region and
additional collections of other geobotanists.
These materials were published in a number of
articles, and later combined in the book “Mosses
of Yakutian tundras “ (1986a). This book in-
cludes data on distribution and ecology of 322
mosses, 84 of which are new for the area. She
defended her Ph. D. Thesis “The  moss of tun-
dra zone in Yakutia” in 1988 in Novosibirsk. In
1991 Stepanova published an updated list of
mooses (341 species) and list of hepatics  (106
species) in the monograph “Flora of tundra zone
of Yakutia”. Since 1980s Stepanova studied
bryophytes also from other regions of Yakutiya,
publishing several local bryophyte floras from
Central and South Yakutia.

Besides floristic investigation, Stepanova par-
ticipated  in projects with bryogeochemistry
with geologists (Lapayev, Stepanova, 1981).

Nellya Ausheevna brought and kept in order
the bryological herbarium of the Institute of Bi-
ology, giving to this job much time and energy.
Today the herbarium includes more than 17 000
specimens, representing ca. 440 mosses and 140
hepatics. Meanwhile, she taught students of the
Biology & Geography Faculty of the Yakut State
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University. She gave lectures on bryology and
also supervised master's thesis research and
writing. Three of her students, E. V. Akimova, E. I.
Ivanova and K. K. Krivoshapkin are continuing
the study of bryoflora of Yakutiya now in the
same institute. Nellya Ausheevna had also nu-
merous lectures for public education, worked as
a head of the aquariumers’ group in the club
“Caravella”, etc. Everybody who knew Nellya
Ausheevna will remember her not only as a qual-
ifyed specialist, but also as a very sympathetic,
friendly, modest and kind person.

6 ñåíòÿáðÿ 1997 ãîäà íà 56-ì ãîäó óøëà èç
æèçíè Íåëëÿ Àþøååâíà Ñòåïàíîâà, ñîòðóä-
íèê Èíñòèòóòà áèîëîãè÷åñêèõ ïðîáëåì êðèî-
ëèòîçîíû ßÍÖ ÑÎ ÐÀÍ (ðàíåå Èíñòèòóò áèî-
ëîãèè),êàíäèäàò áèîëîãè÷åñêèõ íàóê, ïåðâûé
ïðîôåññèîíàëüíûé áðèîëîã ßêóòèè.

Íåëëÿ Àþøååâíà ðîäèëàñü 13 ôåâðàëÿ 1941
ãîäà â ñ. Êûðåí Òóíêèíñêîãî ðàéîíà Áóðÿòñ-
êîé ÀÑÑÐ, â ñåìüå êðåñòüÿíèíà. Ïîñëå îêîí÷à-
íèÿ ñðåäíåé øêîëû â 1958 ãîäó îíà ïîñòóïèëà
â Áóðÿòñêèé ñåëüñêîõîçÿéñòâåííûé èíñòèòóò
íà àãðîíîìè÷åñêèé ôàêóëüòåò, à ÷åðåç äâà ãîäà
ïåðåâåëàñü íà áèîëîãè÷åñêèé ôàêóëüòåò Áóðÿò-
ñêîãî ïåäàãîãè÷åñêîãî èíñòèòóòà. Óñïåøíî åãî
îêîí÷èâ, îíà ñòàëà ðàáîòàòü ó÷èòåëåì áèîëî-
ãèè è õèìèè â ñâîåì ðîäíîì ñåëå.

Â 1967 ãîäó, ïåðååõàâ â ßêóòèþ, îíà
ïðîäîëæèëà ñâîþ ïåäàãîãè÷åñêóþ äåÿòåëüíîñòü
â âå÷åðíåé øêîëå N° 4 ã. ßêóòñêà. Â ýòîò ïåðè-
îä ó Í. À. Ñòåïàíîâîé îïðåäåëèëñÿ èíòåðåñ ê
íàó÷íûì èññëåäîâàíèÿì â îáëàñòè áðèîëî-
ãèè. Â 1971 ã. ïî öåëåâîìó íàïðàâëåíèþ ßêóò-
ñêîãî Èíñòèòóòà áèîëîãèè, ïðè àêòèâíîé ïîä-
äåðæêå Â. Í. Àíäðååâà, îíà ïîñòóïàåò â àñïè-
ðàíòóðó ïðè Áîòàíè÷åñêîì èíñòèòóòå èì. Â. Ë.
Êîìàðîâà â ã. Ëåíèíãðàäå. Çäåñü îíà ïðîøëà
îòëè÷íóþ áðèîëîãè÷åñêóþ ïîäãîòîâêó ïîä ðó-
êîâîäñòâîì È. È. Àáðàìîâà. Â ãîäû àñïèðàí-
òóðû Ñòåïàíîâà çàíèìàëàñü èññëåäîâàíèÿìè
áðèîôëîðû Íèæíåé Êîëûìû. Ïîñëå àñïèðàí-
òóðû îíà âåðíóëàñü â Èíñòèòóò áèîëîãèè è
ïðîäîëæèëà ñáîð ìàòåðèàëîâ ïî áðèîôëîðå
ñåâåðà ßêóòèè. Îíà îïðåäåëÿëà è ñâîè ñáî-
ðû ñ Íèæíåé Ëåíû, è ìíîãî÷èñëåííûå ñáî-
ðû  ãåîáîòàíèêîâ. Âñå ýòè ìàòåðèàëû ëåãëè
â îñíîâó “Êîíñïåêòà ëèñòîñòåáåëüíûõ ìõîâ
òóíäð ßêóòèè”. Ýòà êíèãà âêëþ÷èëà â ñåáÿ
èíôîðìàöèþ î 322 âèäàõ, 84 èç êîòîðûõ îêà-

çàëèñü íîâûìè äëÿ ðåãèîíà. Â 1988 ã. Ñòåïà-
íîâà çàùèòèëà íà ýòó òåìó äèññåðòàöèþ â
Íîâîñèáèðñêå. Â 1991 – îïóáëèêîâàëà äîïîë-
íåííûé ñïèñîê (341 ìõîâ), à òàêæå ñïèñîê
ïå÷åíî÷íèêîâ (106 âèäîâ) â ìîíîãðàôèè
“Ôëîðà òóíäðîâîé çîíû ßêóòèè”.

Ñ 1980-õ ãîäîâ Ñòåïàíîâà íà÷àëà èçó÷àòü
ìõè è äðóãèõ ðàéîíîâ ðåñïóáëèêè, îïóáëè-
êîâàëà íåñêîëüêî ñòàòåé î ìîõîîáðàçíûõ Öåí-
òðàëüíîé è Þæíîé ßêóòèè.

Ïîìèìî èññëåäîâàíèé ôëîðû Ñòåïàíîâà
âìåñòå ñ èçâåñòíûì ÿêóòñêèì ãåîëîãîì Ã. Ï.
Ëàïàåâûì ó÷àñòâîâàëà â ðàçðàáîòêå áðèîãåî-
õèìè÷åñêîãî ìåòîäà ïîèñêîâ ðóäíûõ ìåñòî-
ðîæäåíèé ïîëåçíûõ èñêîïàåìûõ (Ëàïàåâ, Ñòå-
ïàíîâà, 1981).

Áîëüøîå âíèìàíèå Íåëëÿ Àþøååâíà óäå-
ëÿëà áðèîëîãè÷åñêîìó ãåðáàðèþ Èíñòèòóòà
Áèîëîãèè, ïðèâîäèëà êîëëåêöèè â ïîðÿäîê,
ïîñòîÿííî ïîïîëíÿëà èõ; íà ñåãîäíÿ ãåðáà-
ðèé íàñ÷èòûâàåò ñâûøå 17000 îáðàçöîâ (îêî-
ëî 440 âèäîâ ëèñòîñòåáåëüíûõ è 74 âèäà ïå-
÷åíî÷íûõ ìõîâ). Îíà ñîáðàëà îáøèðíóþ áðè-
îëîãè÷åñêóþ áèáëèîòåêó, ïðîâåëà ó÷åò è ñèñ-
òåìàòèçèðîâàëà êàðòîòåêó ìõîâ ßêóòèè, ïî-
ñòîÿííî ïîääåðæèâàëà ñâÿçü ñ áðèîëîãàìè
äðóãèõ ãîðîäîâ.

Êðîìå íàó÷íîé äåÿòåëüíîñòè Íåëëÿ
Àþøååâíà  çàíèìàëàñü òàêæå è ïåäàãîãè÷åñ-
êîé äåÿòåëüíîñòüþ. Îíà ÷èòàëà êóðñ ëåêöèé
ïî ñïåöèàëüíîñòè “Áðèîôëîðà ßêóòèè” íà
êàôåäðå áîòàíèêè áèîëîãî-ãåîãðàôè÷åñêîãî
ôàêóëüòåòà ßêóòñêîãî óíèâåðñèòåòà, ïîñòîÿí-
íî ðóêîâîäèëà äèïëîìíûìè ðàáîòàìè ñòó-
äåíòîâ, äàâàëà îòçûâû è ðåöåíçèè. Êðîìå òîãî,
îíà ñîçäàëà ÿêóòñêóþ øêîëó áðèîëîãîâ, âîñ-
ïèòàëà ñâîèõ ó÷åíèêîâ – Å. È. Èâàíîâó, Å. Â.
Àêèìîâó, Ê. Ê. Êðèâîøàïêèíà, êîòîðûå ïðî-
äîëæàþò íà÷àòîå åþ äåëî.

Íåëëÿ Àþøååâíà óìåëî ñî÷åòàëà íàó÷íóþ
è ïåäàãîãè÷åñêóþ äåÿòåëüíîñòü ñ îáùåñòâåí-
íîé. Äîëãèå ãîäû îíà ÿâëÿëàñü áåññìåííûì ñåê-
ðåòàðåì îáùåñòâà “Çíàíèå” ïðè ßêóòñêîì
èíñòèòóòå áèîëîãèè, ðóêîâîäèëà êðóæêîì àê-
âàðèóìèñòîâ ïðè äåòñêîì êëóáå “Êàðàâåëëà”.

Íåëëÿ Àþøååâíà âíåñëà áîëüøîé âêëàä â
ðàçâèòèå áðèîëîãèè ßêóòèè è íàâñåãäà îñ-
òàíåòñÿ â ïàìÿòè òåõ, êòî çíàë åå, íå òîëüêî
êàê ãðàìîòíûé ñïåöèàëèñò â ñâîåé îáëàñòè,
íî è êàê î÷åíü ÷óòêèé, äîáðîæåëàòåëüíûé,
ñêðîìíûé è îòçûâ÷èâûé ÷åëîâåê.
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Ôëîðà è ðàñòèòåëüíîñòü Ñèáèðè è Äàëüíåãî Âîñ-
òîêà (÷òåíèÿ ïàìÿòè Ë. Ì. ×åðåïíèíà; 2-ÿ êîíôå-
ðåíöèÿ). Êðàñíîÿðñê, ÐÁÎ è äð. [Flora i Rastitelnost
Sibiri i Dalnego Vostoka (Chteniya pamyati L. M.
Czerepnina; 2 konf.). Krasnoyarsk, Ross. Bot. Obshch.
& al.]: 65.
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