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A new family and interesting new records of spiders (Aranei) from
the European part of Russia
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ABSTRACT. In a small collection from Adler, in
the Krasnodar Province, the following taxa, new for
Russia, were found: Zoropsidae Bertkau, 1882, Oonops
Templeton, 1835 (Oonopidae), Zoropsis Simon, 1878,
Mysmenella jobi (Kraus, 1967) (Mysmenidae), Oonops
domesticus Dalmas, 1916, Zodarion abantense
Wunderlich, 1980 (Zodariidae) and Zoropsis spinima-
na (Dufour, 1820). Z. abantense is new to Europe, and
families Mysmenidae and Oonopidae are new to the
European part of Russia.

PE3IOME. HeOomnbmioii Marepuan coOpaHHBINH B
Annepe, KpacHogapckuii Kpaid, MO3BOJIHII BBISIBUTH P
TaKCOHOB HOBBIX I ¢ayHsl Poccun: Zoropsidae
Bertkau, 1882, Oonops Templeton, 1835 (Oonopidae),
Zoropsis Simon, 1878, Mysmenella jobi (Kraus, 1967)
(Mysmenidae), Oonops domesticus Dalmas, 1916,
Zodarion abantense Wunderlich, 1980 (Zodariidae) n
Zoropsis spinimana (Dufour, 1820). Z. abantense sB-
JSeTCs TakKe HOBBIM Ui (payHsl EBpomsbl, a cemeii-
ctBa Mysmenidae u Oonopidae HoBbIME 17151 EBpomieii-
ckoil yactu Poccuu.

Introduction

The European part of Russia is well investigated in
comparison to Siberia, the Far East or the Kola Penin-
sula, due to numerous studies [cf. Mikhailov, 1997].
Nevertheless, two hours of collecting in a city park in
Adler, north-western Caucasus, produced a family en-
tirely new to Russia (Zorospidae), a new genus (Oonops
s.lato) and, in addition, two families new to the Euro-
pean part of Russia (Mysmenidae and Oonopidae) and
also one species new to Europe (official geographical
border between Europe and Asia lies along the Russian
border in Caucasus).

The goal of this paper is to describe and discuss
these findings.

Material

All specimens treated herein were collected by me
in W Caucasus, Krasnodar Province, Adler, City park
of southern plants, ca. 43.430°N 39.925°E, litter, tree
bark, etc., 8.10.2004 in less than 2 hours, on my way
to Abkhazia (Map 1). Altogether about 60 specimens
were taken. They are deposited in Zoological Muse-
um of the Moscow State University and in my tempo-
rary collection in Zoological Museum, University of
Turku.

Survey of new findings

ZOROPSIDAE Bertkau, 1882

Members of this family (22 species) are known from the
Palaearctic and Australia-New Zealand [cf. Platnick, 2004].
Although in the Palaearctic this family ranges from the
Canary Islands to Japan it was never reported from Russia.
In the former Soviet Union only two species of Zoropsis
were known to occur: Z. lutea (Thorell, 1875) (Crimea only),
and Z. kirghizicus Ovtchinnikov & Zonstein, 2001 (Kyr-
gyzstan) [cf. Mikhailov, 1997 and Platnick, 2004]. Both
these species belong to the rufipes-group. Recently a third
species, Zoropsis spinimana (Dufour, 1820), was found in
Abkhazia [Marusik & Kovblyuk, 2004].

Zoropsis spinimana (Dufour, 1820)

Z. s.: Wunderlich, 1995: 724, f. 1-2 (J'9).

Z. s.: Thaler & Knoflach, 1998b: 174, f. 2-6, 23 (T'9).

Z. s.: Marusik & Kovblyuk, 2004: 60, f. 5-6, 15-17 (0'9).

MATERIAL. 1 " and several juveniles.

COMMENTS. This species was recently reported from
adjacent Abkhazia, to where it was possibly introduced by
UN observers [cf. Marusik & Kovblyuk, 2004]. A decade
ago this species was known exclusively from the western
Mediterranean, and less than 10 years ago it was introduced
to Austria [Thaler & Knoflach, 1998b].
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Fig.1. Map of the location of the study site.
Puc. 1. Kapra pacIoAO’KeHME MECTa MCCACAOBAHMI.

More than dozen specimens of this species were collect-
ed in Sukhum and in Pitsunda in Abkhazia in period of
October 9—-17. All specimens were found near tree trunks of
Eucalyptus or different conifers in the coastal parts (up to 3
km from the seashore).

MYSMENIDAE Petrunkevitch, 1928

This is a small family with 96 species belonging to 24
genera [Platnick, 2004]. Mysmenidae has a worldwide dis-
tribution. Within the Palaearctic it is known south of 50°N.
Within the former Soviet Union this family was reported
only recently from the Russian Far East (Mysmenella sp.)
[Marusik & Koponen, 2000] and Azerbaijan (Mysmenella
jobi) [Marusik & Guseinov, 2003]. Members of this family
were never recorded from the European part of Russia.

Mysmenella jobi (Kraus, 1967)
Figs 1-3.

Mysmena j. Kraus, 1967: 392, f. 12-28 (J'9).

Mysmena j.: Wunderlich, 1980a: 267, f. 19-23 (J'9).

M. j.: Thaler & Noflatscher, 1990: 174, f. 31-34 (J").

MATERIAL. 3 € and 3 juveniles among conifer needles.

COMMENTS. This is a new species for the whole of
Russia. Specimens from Adler show no differences in gener-
al appearance and shape of epigyne from numerous females
found in Azerbaijan. It seems that Mysmenella jobi is a
widespread species and may occur even in Turkmenistan,
Iran and other countries where it has not been collected
there due to its small size. During the last few years I
collected members of this genus on all of my expeditions to

south Far East (Sakhalin & Moneron Islands, Maritime Prov-
ince) Azerbaijan, Abkhazia and even in South Africa.

OONOPIDAE Simon, 1890

While this family has 456 species worldwide [Platnick,
2004] only five of them are known to occur in the former
Soviet Union [Marusik & Guseinov, 2003; Saaristo &
Marusik, 2004]. One species and genus Ferchestina stor-
ozhenkoi Saaristo & Marusik, 2004 [Saaristo & Marusik,
2004] was recently described from the Russian Far East.
Two species are known from adjacent Ukraine [Mikhailov,
1997], and four species, from three genera, from adjacent
Azerbaijan [Marusik & Guseinov, 2003]. Members of this
family have never been reported from the European part of
Russia.

“Oonops” domesticus Dalmas, 1916

0. d. Machado, 1949: 7, f. 2-7 (J'9).

O. d. Heimer & Nentwig, 1991: 52, f. 108 ().

O. d. Roberts, 1995: 92, f. ().

O. d. Roberts, 1998: 95, f. ().

MATERIAL. 2 " and 6 §.

COMMENTS. This species was known earlier from
Western Europe to Ukraine. This record is easternmost in
the range. The generic name Oonops is placed in quotations
because “O.” domesticus is distantly related to the genero-
type O. pulcher Templeton, 1835 (Saaristo, personal com-
munication).

Besides Adler this species was collected in several plac-
es in adjacent Abkhazia.

ZODARIIDAE Thorell, 1881

24 zodariid species belonging to 4 genera were known to
occur in the former USSR [Marusik & Guseinov, 2003].
Only one species of this family, Zodarion thoni Nosek,
1905, was known from Russia [Mikhailov, 1997].

Zodarion abantense Wunderlich, 1980

Z. a. Wunderlich, 1980b: 236, f. 19-24 (0'9).

Z. a.: Dunin & Nenilin, 1987: 192, f. 1-2 (J").

MATERIAL. 1 ¢.

COMMENTS. This species was originally described from
Turkey [Wunderlich, 1980], and later it was reported from
Georgia [Dunin & Nenilin, 1987]. It is new to the Russian
fauna and also to Europe. The record from Adler is the
northernmost in its range. I collected this species in large
numbers in adjacent Abkhazia: environs of Sukhum and
Pitsunda in December 2003 and in October 2004.
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Figs 1—3. General view of Mysmenella jobi: 1 — male, dorsal; 2 — male, lateral; 3 — female, dorsal.
Puc. 1—3. O6wymii suy Mysmenella jobi: 1 — camey cBepxy; 2 — camen, cGoKy; 3 — camia, CBEPXY.
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