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ABSTRACT: A new synonymy is established: Eu-
rocoelotes Wang, 2002 = Inermocoelotes Ovtchinnik-
ov, 1999, syn.n. The rank of the latter taxon is elevated
tothe genus level. Twelve new combinations are estab-
lished.
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The taxonomic position and rank of the group of
genera related to Coelotes Blackwall, 1841, one is not
clear. Before Lehtinen’s [1967] revision, the genus and
its relatives had usually been cited in Agelenidae sensu
lato. Lehtinen definitely established a subfamily Co-
elotinae within Agelenidae. Most recent authors con-
sider this subfamily within Amaurobiidae, but Nishika-
wa [2009] gave it a family rank, Coelotidae. The “in-
termediate” Amaurobiidae: Coelotinae concept is ac-
cepted herein. Currently, this group includes 583 spe-
cies [Wang, 2010].

In his review of the ex-USSR Coelotinae taxono-
my, the late S.V. Ovtchinnikov [1999] established three
subgenera within the genus Coelotes: Coelotes s.str.,
Inermocoelotes subgen.n., and Brignoliolus subgen.n.
These subgenera were overlooked in the later detailed
revision of Coelotinae by Wang [2002], despite the
fact that Ovtchinnikov’s paper was cited in the revi-
sion.  Brignoliolus Ovtchinnikov, 1999,  definitely cor-
responds to Wang’s charitonovi-group of Coelotes.
One more conformity is discussed below. It is impor-
tant to note that the Internet World Spider Catalog by
Platnick [2010] does not  include subgenera,  even
though nomenclatorial rules for subgenera are the same
as those for genera [ICZN, 1999: rule 42.2]. The search
for spider subgenera is difficult; only the respective
original descriptions and several local catalogues can
be recommended.

By original designation, the subgenus Inermo-
coelotes Ovtchinnikov, 1999 included 6 species: C.
inermis (L. Koch, 1855), as subgenerotype, C. drenskii
Deltshev, 1990, C. karlinskii (��������	
, 1906), C.
kulczynskii Drensky, 1917, C. jurinitschi Drensky, 1915,
and C. microlepidus De Blauwe, 1973. Four more spe-
cies, C. titaniacus Brignoli, 1977, C. anoplus ����
�����	
, 1897, C. gasperinii Simon, 1891, and C. fal-
ciger ��������	
, 1897 are close to this subgenus.

The genus Eurocoelotes Wang, 2002, originally
included 11 species: E. inermis (L. Koch, 1855) as
generotype, E. anoplus (��������	
, 1897); E. brevispi-
nus (Deltshev et Dimitrov, 1966); E. deltshevi (Dim-
itrov, 1993); E. drenskii (Deltshev, 1990); E. falciger
(��������	
, 1897); E. gasperinii (Simon, 1891); E.
jurinitschi (Drensky, 1915); E. karlinskii (��������	
,
1906); E. kulczynskii (Drensky, 1917); and E. microl-
epidus (Blauwe, 1973). Coelotes titaniacus Brignoli,
1977, was not included in Eurocoelotes. One other
species, E. xinpingwangi Deltshev, 2009, was described
recently.

A comparison of the species listed  in both Inermo-
coelotes and Eurocoelotes  shows  that all  6 species of
Inermocoelotes are included in Eurocoelotes. Of the
four species being close to Inermocoelotes, three also
belong to Eurocoelotes. The type species is the same
for both taxa.

Therefore, the following synonymy is here estab-
lished: Eurocoelotes Wang, 2002 = Inermocoelotes
Ovtchinnikov, 1999, syn.n. The rank of Inermocoelotes
is upgraded here to genus level.

DIAGNOSIS. Differs from the closest genus Co-
elotes in having no patellar apophysis in the male and
the presence of posteriorly situated epigynal teeth, large
atrium and large copulatory ducts in the female.

For a more detailed description, see  Ovtchinnikov
[1999: 74]. Wang [2002] provided no detailed descrip-
tion of the genus, but instead referred to the type spe-
cies description only.
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COMPOSITION. The following species are includ-
ed in Inermocoelotes Ovtchinnikov, 1999:

Inermocoelotes inermis (L. Koch, 1855), comb.n.
as the generotype. C- & S-Europe, Balkans. The east-
ernmost records are Carpathians and Cis-Carpathia (both
in Ukraine) and Moldavia. Reports of this species from
Russian Plain (Lipetsk Area [Panteleeva, 1982], Voro-
nezh Area [Panteleeva, Karavaev, 1992; Panteleeva,
2005]) are wrong.

Inermocoelotes anoplus (��������	
, 1897),
comb.n. Austria, Croatia, E-Europe.

Inermocoelotes brevispinus (Deltshev et Dimitrov,
1966), comb.n. Bulgaria.

Inermocoelotes deltshevi (Dimitrov, 1993), comb.n.
Bulgaria.

Inermocoelotes drenskii (Deltshev, 1990), comb.n.
Bulgaria.

Inermocoelotes falciger (��������	
, 1897), comb.n.
E-Europe, Bulgaria.

Inermocoelotes gasperinii (Simon, 1891), comb.n.
Croatia.

Inermocoelotes jurinitschi (Drensky, 1915), comb.n.
Bulgaria.

Inermocoelotes karlinskii (��������	
, 1906),
comb.n. SE-Europe.

Inermocoelotes kulczynskii (Drensky, 1917), comb.n.
Bulgaria.

Inermocoelotes microlepidus (Blauwe, 1973), comb.n.
Italy, Macedonia, Bulgaria.

Inermocoelotes xinpingwangi (Deltschev, 2009),
comb.n. Bulgaria.

One other species, Coelotes titaniacus Brignoli,
1977, (Greece) probably belongs in  this genus.

DISTRIBUTION. Mainly the mountains and pied-
monts of SE- and, in lesser extent, C-Europe.
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