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The first record of Perregrinus deformis (Tanasevitch, 1982)
from Fennoscandia (Aranei: Linyphiidae)
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ABSTRACT. The Siberian-Nearctic linyphiid spider
Perregrinus deformis (Tanasevitch, 1982) is recorded
from Fennoscandia for the first time. The vicinity of
Murmansk is the westernmost locality of species’ known
distribution in the Palaearctic Region. On the basis of
new data, the species displays a Fennoscandian-Siberi-
an-Nearctic range.

PE3IOME. CunraBmmmiicst panee CHOMpPCKO-HeapK-
tuyeckuM, Bun Perregrinus deformis (Tanasevitch,
1982) BnepBbie HailieH B DeHHOCKAHIUH, B OKPECTHO-
ctsax MypMmancka. Ha cerogusmnuil genb 310 camas
3araiHasi, U3 M3BECTHBIX, TOYKA PACIIPOCTPAHCHUS BU/IA
B [Taneapkruke. CorimacHO HOBBIM JTAaHHEBIM, apeall BUIa
MOJKET OBITh OXapaKTepru30BaH kKak OEeHHOCKAHAMHAB-
CKO-CHOMPCKO-HEAPKTHYECKHH.

Introduction

Despite the spider fauna of the Kola Peninsula is
well-studied and numbers 228 species [Tanasevitch,
Kamayev, 2010], new findings are still possible. The
linyphiid spider Perregrinus deformis (Tanasevitch,
1982) earlier known from Siberia and the Nearctic
Region has been found from the vicinity of Murmansk.

The sampling site (68°54.356' N, 033°01.194' E) is
situated on the West coast of Kolskiy Gulf (Fig. 1),
near the road Murmansk — Pechenga. The studied area
is under anthropogenic impact and differs from the
adjacent forests in reduced plant diversity. Its plant
community consists of young Betula stands (hight 0,5—
1,0 m) with Vaccinium myrtillus, V. vitis-idaea, V.
uliginosum, Empetrum sp., Calluna vulgaris and Le-
dum palustre, the litter is mostly absent, moss and
lichens are scarcely available.

The studied material was collected by pitfall traps
(with 4% formaldehyde) during the period of 16-23
May 2010. All the measurements were made by using

MBS-9 stereomicroscope with eyepiece-micrometer and
given in mm. The material is deposited in the Zoological
Museum of the Moscow State University, Russia.

Results

An adult female of P. deformis was collected (Fig.
2A): its total length 1.6; carapace 0.8 long, 0.6 wide,
pale grey; abdomen 0.9 long, 0.6 wide, dark grey. Legs
yellowish. The epigyne is typical for the species, as
shown in Fig. 2B.

P. deformis was originally described from the Polar
Urals [Tanasevitch, 1982]. Later on it was recorded
from Siberia [Mikhailov, 1997; Marusik et al., 2000;
Tanasevitch, 2007; Marusik & Eskov, 2009], Mongolia
and China [Eskov, 1994; Song et al., 1999], and from
Canada [Koponen, 1994; Dondale et al, 1997; Paquin
et al., 2010]. To date, the westernmost locality of the
species’ distribution has been Indiga situated in the
Malozemelskaya tundra, Arkhangelsk Areca [Ta-
nasevitch & Koponen, 2007].

As P. deformis have never earlier been found in
well-studied Fennoscandia, it is safe to assume that
species is either quite rare there or was confused with
another species. On the basis of the new data, the
species displays a Fennoscandian-Siberian-Nearctic
range.
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Fig. 1. Locality of Perregrinus deformis (Tanasevitch, 1982) in Kola Peninsula.
Puc. 1. Mecronaxoxnaenue Perregrinus deformis (Tanasevitch, 1982) na Konbckom m-ose.
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Fig. 2. Perregrinus deformis (Tanasevitch, 1982), ¢: a — habitus, scale bar = 0.5 mm; b — epigyne, scale bar = 0.1 mm.
Puc. 2. Perregrinus deformis (Tanasevitch, 1982), ¢: a — Buemnuit Bua, macmra6 0,5 Mm; b — snuruna, macurab 0,1 Mm.
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