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On the synonymy of Tetragnatha giuae (Aranei: Tetragnathidae)
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ABSTRACT. Tetragnatha qiuae Zhu, Song et
Zhang, 2003, recorded previously from China and the
Volga region, is synonymised with 7. shoshone Levi,
1981, previously known from the Nearctic and Europe,
east to Poland. Tetragnatha qiuae is reported for the
first time from Mongolia.

PE3IOME. Tetragnatha qiuae Zhu, Song et Zhang,
2003, panee uzBectHas u3 Kuras u [loBoskbs, cBeieH
B cHHOHUMGHI K 1. shoshone Levi, 1981, panee m3Bect-
Ho#l u3 Heapkruku u EBponsl, Ha BocTok 110 [Tonpmm.
Tetragnatha giuae BriepBbic OTMeUcHa B MOHTOJIHN.

Introduction

Tetragnatha qiuae Zhu, Song et Zhang, 2003 was
described from Qinghai Province, Central China on the
basis of both sexes. Recently, this species was reported
from the European part of Russia [Sozontov, Esyunin,
2015]. Additionally, 7. kovblyuki Marusik, 2010, de-
scribed from the Aral Sea on the basis of the male, is a
junior synonym of 7. giuae [Sozontov, Esyunin, 2015].
Comparison of the detailed figures provided by Soz-
ontov and Esyunin [2015] with other species reported
from Europe revealed that 7. giuae has identical copu-
latory organs and very similar chelicerae to those of 7.
shoshone Levi, 1981, a species known from across the
Nearctic and several countries in Europe (Austria, Czech
Republic, France, Germany, Hungary, Macedonia, Po-
land, Romania, Slovakia and Sweden [Helsdingen,
2015]). The goals of this paper are to synonymize the
two names and outline the distribution of 7. shoshone.

The material examined is kept at the Zoological
Museum, Moscow Lomonosov State University, Mos-
cow, Russia (ZMMU) and the Institute of Zoology,
Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing (IZCAS).

Taxonomy

Tetragnatha shoshone Levi, 1981

Tetragnatha shoshone Levi, 1981: 312, figs 158-166, pl. 7e—f
(T).

Tetragnatha shoshone: Uhl et al., 1992: 249, figs 1-39 (0'9).

Tetragnatha qiuae Zhu, Song et Zhang, 2003: 176, figs 92A—
G, 93A-G (J'9), syn. n.

Tetragnatha kovblyuki Marusik, 2010: 199, figs 1-6, 9—11
(), 14 [map].

Tetragnatha giuae: Sozontov, Esyunin, 2015: 312, figs 1.1-3,
2.1-4, 3.1, 33, 4.1, 4.3-6 (3'7).

For a complete synonym listing and references, see World
Spider Catalog [2015].

MATERIAL EXAMINED. RUSSIA: 1 ¢ (ZMMU), Samara
Area, environs of Syzran' Town, 53°08'49.3” N, 48°25’31.5” E, in
reeds, 30.05.2015 (E.A. Kuzmin). KAZAKHSTAN: 1 J' (ZMMU
Ta-7409, holotype of T. kovblyuki), 1 &' (ZMMU Ta-7410, paratype
of T. kovblyuki), Aral Sea, Barsakelmes Island, buguty [= artificial
hollows for collecting water] near Barsakelmes Reserve Campus,
23.05.1982 (D.D. Piryulin); MONGOLIA: 1 d', 1 § (IZCAS),
Khovd Aimag, nearby Khovd City, west shore of Har-Us nuur
(lake), 47.96398°N, 91.97303°E, 1160 m, 24.07.2011 (Meng Kay-
bier); 1 " (IZCAS), Uvs Aimag, west shore of Uvs nuur (lake),
50.11372°N, 92.39433°E, 759 m, reeds, 26.07.2011 (Uranbileg).

DESCRIPTION. Well described by Levi [1981],
Uhl et al. [1992] and Sozontov, Esyunin, [2015].

COMMENTS. Comparison of the figures provided
by Levi [1981], Uhl et al. [1992] and Zhu et al. [2003]
reveals no differences between the two species in the
shape of male palp and chelicera of both sexes, and
therefore, the two names are synonymised.

The female specimen illustrated by Sozontov, Esyu-
nin [2015] lacks a tooth on the cheliceral fang that is
present in the holotype of 7. giuae and the paratype of
T. shoshone as well as in females of the German popu-
lation [see Uhl et al., 1992: figs 13—15].
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NATURAL HISTORY. All publications and present
data indicate that the species inhabits only reeds around
large lakes.

DISTRIBUTION. This species has a Holarctic dis-
tribution and is known in the Nearctic from Quebec
west to the Northwest Territory [Paquin et al., 2010],
south to California [Levi, 1981]. In Europe, this spe-
cies is known from eastern France [Bosmans, 2014] to
the Volga River [Sozontov, Esyunin, 2015]. In Asia, it
is recorded from northwestern Kazakhstan, Tuva [So-
zontov, Esyunin, 2015], western Mongolia [present data]
and Qinghai, China [Zhu et al., 2003].
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