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ABSTRACT. A list of 84 spider species of Mangys-
tau Oblast is provided, with the family Dysderidae and 
39 species being recorded from there for the first time; 
five species are first found in Kazakhstan: viz., Argiope 
ahngeri Spassky, 1932, Uroctea grossa Roewer, 1960, 
Oxyopes badhyzicus Mikhailov et Fet, 1986, Evarcha 
nenilini Rakov, 1997, and Theridion arsia Zamani et 
Marusik, 2021. Distribution of all species that are new 
to Kazakhstan and Mangystau Oblast is discussed. Three 
species are described as new: viz., Eresus mangyshlaken-
sis sp.n. (♂), Lycosa kuryk sp.n. (♀), Xysticus utochkini 
sp.n. (♂). A new synonymy has been established: Minosia 
simeonica Levy, 1995, syn.n. = Minosia karakumensis 
(Spassky, 1939). Based on the results of the present study 
and earlier published data, the total number of spider 

species recorded from Mangystau Oblast has increased 
to 195 species in 26 families.
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РЕЗЮМЕ. Приведен список 84 видов пауков 
Мангистауской области, причем впервые отмечено 
семейство Dysderidae и 39 видов; пять видов впервые 
отмечены в Казахстане: а именно, Argiope ahngeri 
Spassky, 1932, Uroctea grossa Roewer, 1960, Oxyopes 
badhyzicus Mikhailov et Fet, 1986, Evarcha nenilini 
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Rakov, 1997, и Theridion arsia Zamani et Marusik, 
2021. Обсуждается распространение всех новых для 
Казахстана и Мангистауской области видов. Три вида 
описаны как новые: Eresus mangyshlakensis sp.n. (♂), 
Lycosa kuryk sp.n. (♀), Xysticus utochkini sp.n. (♂). Уста-
новлена новая синонимия: Minosia simeonica Levy, 
1995, syn.n. = Minosia karakumensis (Spassky, 1939). 
На основании результатов настоящего исследования 
и ранее опубликованных данных общее число видов 
пауков, зарегистрированных в Мангистауской обла-
сти, возросло до 195 видов из 26 семейств.

Introduction
The first paper specifically devoted to the spider fauna 

of Mangystau Oblast was published more than 30 years 
ago [Zyuzin, Tarabaev, 1994] and contained a list of 134 
species in 28 families, of which 38 species (28%) were 
not identified to species level. In the 21st century, the only 
review devoted to the region’s spider fauna [Ponomarev, 
Abdurakhmanov, 2014] added 52 species to the earlier 
list. Taking into account additional records available 
in taxonomic papers published since the 1994 review 
[Ovtsharenko et al., 1994; Logunov, 1995; Marusik, 
Logunov, 1995; Zonshtein, Marusik, 2016; Ponomarev, 
2018; Logunov, Ponomarev, 2020a; Marusik, Mikhailov, 
2021; Fomichev, 2022a,b], 154 valid spider species have 
been reported from the fauna of Mangistau Oblast prior 
to the beginning of this study.

The insufficient state of knowledge about the spider 
fauna of Mangystau Oblast becomes evident when com-
paring its species diversity (166 km2) with that of two 
neighbouring regions of Kazakhstan: West-Kazakhstan 
Oblast (151  km2)  — 252 species, and Atyrau Oblast 
(119 km2) — 249 species [Ponomarev, 2022]. Both re-
gions are slightly smaller than Mangistau Oblast, but yet 
far better explored. Even sharper contrast can be seen 
when comparing the spider diversity of Mangistau Oblast 
with two regional faunas adjacent from the south: viz., 
those of Uzbekistan (347 species; 449 km2) and Turk-
menistan (421 species; 491 km2) [Mikhailov, 2024a]. Yet 
both of these countries are more diverse geographically 
and cover larger areas. In view of the above, any addi-
tional information on the Mangystau spider fauna would 
be valuable for understanding regional biodiversity.

In 2024, several short-term field trips to Mangystau 
Oblast were undertaken, which resulted in a small collec-
tion of spiders, including new and little-known species.

The aims of the present paper are: (1) to provide new 
data on spiders of Mangystau Oblast; (2) to describe new 
spider species; and (3) to discuss all new findings.

Material and methods
This paper is based primarily on the spider materials collected 

independently by A.A. Kabdrakhimov in April 2024, V.A. Valuev 
in the summer and autumn of 2024, and A.A. Nekhaeva and L. 
Kim in May and September of 2024. Yet, some additional material 
collected by A.V. Ivanov in May 2011 has also been included.

Spiders were hand-collected during day- and nighttime 
walks (Fig. 12A), by sweeping and pitfall traps. The particular 

sites from where more than three species were collected are 
listed below:

1 — Saura natural boundary, nr Saura Lake, 44.23126°N 
50.80369°E, 21–91 m a.s.l., under stones and from a rocky slope 
at night, 13.05.2024, A. Nekhaeva, 11.09.2024, A. Nekhaeva, 
L. Kim;

2 — Canyon Kapamsay (Kapam), 44.41061°N 51.07821°E, 
42 m a.s.l., from screes and under stones and from chalk walls 
at night, 13–14.05.2024, A. Nekhaeva;

3 — nr underground mosque Shakpak-Ata, 44.436944°N 
51.169722°E, 20 m a.s.l., 14.05.2024, A. Nekhaeva;

4 — Karatau Mts., 44.13089°N 52.33733°E, 264–436 m 
a.s.l., under stones, 15.05.2024, A. Nekhaeva;

5 — 35 km ENE of Senek Vil., 43.48474°N 53.80807°E, 
39 m a.s.l., chalk slopes, 16.05.2024, A. Nekhaeva;

6 — Caspian Sea coast, 42.05055°N 52.44534°E, c. 26 m 
a.s.l., sand beach, Atriplex sp., Artemisia sp., Atraphaxis sp., 
17–19.05.2024, A. Nekhaeva;

7 — 32 km NW of Zhanaozen, 43.51496°N 52.49956°E, 
174 m a.s.l., 5.09.2024, A. Nekhaeva, L. Kim;

8 — Ustyurt plateau, Ustyurt Nature Reserve, 42.48613°N 
54.46930°E, 153  m a.s.l., under stones and in plant roots, 
20.05.2024, A. Nekhaeva.

9 — Ustyurt Nature Reserve, Kenderli Cordon, 42.95°N 
54.68°E, 18.05.2011, A.V. Ivanov.

These sites are shown on the map (Fig. 12A) and their 
respective numbers are given in square brackets in the text 
that follows.

Some preliminary results (i.e., a list of the species collected 
in the spring) were published by Nekhaeva [2024] in the con-
ference proceedings dedicated to the 40th anniversary of the 
Ustyurt State Nature Reserve. 

Type specimens have been deposited in the collections of 
the Zoological Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences, 
St. Petersburg, Russia (ZISP; curator: Dmitri V. Logunov), the 
Zoological Museum of the Moscow State University (ZMMU; 
curator: Kirill G. Mikhailov) and the Institute of Zoology 
Republic Kazakhstan, Almaty, Kazakhstan (IZRK; curator: 
Leonid V. Kim); voucher specimens have been deposited in 
IZRK, ZISP and Department of Invertebrate Zoology and 
Aquatic Ecology of the Perm State University (PSU, curator: 
S.L. Esyunin).

Distribution of all species new to Mangystau Oblast is dis-
cussed. Species distribution is presented and updated according 
to the information available in several databases and catalogues, 
including World Spider Catalog [WSC, 2025], Nentwig et al. 
[2025], and Mikhailov [2024b]. The nomenclature of species 
ranges is based on Kryzhanovskiy [2002], as interpreted by 
Polchaninova & Prokopenko [2015] and Sozontov & Esyunin 
[2022].

Stacks of colour images were manually generated using a 
Keyence microscope. SEM micrographs were made by means of 
a Hitachi TM3000 SEM microscope with BSE (back-scattered 
electrons) at the Perm State University, Perm, Russia and by 
means of a TESCAN MIRA3 LMH SEM microscope at the 
Joint Usage Center “Instrumental methods in ecology” A.N. 
Severtsov Institute of Ecology and Evolution, Moscow, Russia.

The maps (Fig. 12) were produced using the QGIS 3.40.3 
software [QGIS Development Team, 2025]. Satellite images 
and terrain shape from Sentinel Hub web mapping service 
[Copernicus Sentinel data, 2025].

Collector’s names are abbreviated as follows: AI — A.V. 
Ivanov, AK — A.A. Kabdrakhimov, AN — A.A. Nekhaeva, 
LK — L.V. Kim, VV — V.A. Valuev.

Abbreviations used in the text: AER — anterior row of eyes; 
ALE — anterior lateral eye, AME — anterior median eye, MER — 
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second row of eyes (formed by PMEs); MOA — median ocular 
area (formed by PME and PLE), MOA-L — length of MOA; 
MOA-WA — anterior width of MOA; MOA-WP — posterior 
width of MOA; PER — third row of eyes (formed by PLEs); 
PLE — posterior lateral eye, PME — posterior median eye; 
RTA — retrolateral tibial apophysis. Leg spination: a — apical, 
d — dorsal, pl and rl — pro- and retrolateral, v — ventral. In the 
following descriptions, leg podomeres are abbreviated as fol-
lows: Fm — femur, Pt — patella, Tb — tibia, Mt — metatarsus, 
Tr — tarsus. The sequence of leg segment measurements is as 
follows: total (femur + patella + tibia + metatarsus + tarsus). 
All measurements are in mm.

The nomenclature of male palp sclerites follows Řezáč et al. 
[2008] for Eresus, Ono [1988] for the thomisids and Van Keer 
et al. [2024] for the theridiids.

Taxonomy

Eresus mangyshlakensis Esyunin et Efimik sp.n.
Figs 1A–B, 2, 3A–D, 12B.

TYPE. Holotype ♂ (ZISP, ARA_ARA_0001730), Kazakhstan, 
Mangistau Oblast, Karakiya Distr., between Zhanaozen and Zhetybay 
Vil., 43.604778°N 52.629719°E, 19.10.2024, V.A. Valuev.

Other material. 1 ♂ (without palps and all legs; ZISP, ARA_
ARA_0001734), Kazakhstan, Mangistau Oblast, Karakiya Distr., 
between Zhanaozen and Zhetybay Vil., 43.604778°N 52.629719°E, 
taken from ants, 19.10.2024, K.V. Valuev. 

ETYMOLOGY. The specific epithet is an adjective origi-
nating from the Mangyshlak Peninsula where the species was 
found.

Fig. 1. Habitus of Eresus mangyshlakensis sp.n. (A–B), Eresus sp. (C) and Lycosa kuryk sp.n. (D–F), in dorsal (A, C, D), ventral (B, F) and 
frontal (E) views. Scale bars: 1.0 mm.

Рис. 1. Внешний вид Eresus mangyshlakensis sp.n. (A–B), Eresus sp. (C) и Lycosa kuryk sp.n. (D–F), сверху (A, C, D), снизу (B, F) и 
спереди (E). Масштаб: 1,0 мм.



429New data on the spider fauna of Mangystau Oblast

Fig. 2. Scanning electron micrographs of the male palp of Eresus mangyshlakensis sp.n.: A — male palp (without bulbus), lateral view; B — 
bulbus of male palp, lateral view; C, D and E — conductor, ventral, prolateral and ventral-prolateral views. Abbreviations: BA — bare area of palp 
tibia; Em — embolus; G — groove of conductor; iL — inner lamella of conductor; L — lamella of conductor; tT — terminal tooth of conductor. 
Scale bars: 0.1 mm

Рис. 2. Cканирующие электронные микрофотографии пальпы самца Eresus mangyshlakensis sp.n.: A — пальпа самца (без бульбуса), 
сбоку; B — бульбус пальпы самца, сбоку; C, D и E — кондуктор снизу, пролатерально и вентро-пролатерально. Аббревиатуры: BA — 
голая область голени пальпы; Em — эмболюс; G — выемка кондуктора; iL — внутренняя ламелла кондуктора; L — ламелла кондуктора; 
tT — терминальный зубец кондуктора. Масштаб: 0,1 мм.

bordered and covered with white hairs. Chelicerae black, with 
long black hairs. The sternum black anteriorly and dark brown 
posteriorly, covered with long black protruded hairs and in its 
posterior part with patches of white hairs. Labium black, with 
black hairs; endites dark brown (almost black), with yellow tips, 
covered with long curved black setae. Palp dark brown (almost 
black), with apical sports of white hairs. Legs dark brown, with 
dorsal sports of white hairs. Abdomen dorsally red with sparse 
white hairs and three pairs of black spots; the red area and the 
anterior spots bordered with white hairs. Laterally and ventrally 
abdomen is black; ventrally with central sport of the white hairs; 
the book-lung yellow-brown, covered with white and black 
hairs. Spinnerets with small tufts of white hairs. Leg spination: 
Fm without distinguish spines; Tb I without distinguish spines; 
II, III and IV v 0-0-2a; Mt I v 0-0-2a; II pl 0-0-1a, v 0-2-2a; III 
v 2-1-group of 7–8 setae; IV pl 0-0-1a, v longitudinal row of 
7 setae and apical group of 6 setae; Tr III with 5 and IV with 
8 ventral setae. Palp. Tibia with transverse bare area (without 
setae and hairs; BA, Fig. 2A) along the anterior margin of its 
retrolateral surface. Conductor broad, wrinkled (Figs 2B, D, 
3D). Terminal tooth (tT) broad, somewhat longer than the la-
mella (L) (Figs 2C, 3A, D). Groove deep, narrow U-shaped in 
lateral view (Figs 2B, D, 3A). Inner, spiny lamella (iL) shorter 
than terminal tooth (Figs 2С, E, 3B, C).

Female unknown. 

DIAGNOSIS. In general body colouration, the male of 
E. mangyshlakensis sp.n. is similar to that of E. sandaliatus 
(Martini et Goeze, 1778), but can be easily distinguished from 
it by the white border of red dorsum and anterior black spots 
bordered with white hairs (vs. “usually neither the red area 
nor the black spots are bordered with white hairs” [Řezáč 
et al., 2008: 277]; see also fig. 1H in [Kovács et al., 2015]), 
and by the central sport of the white hairs on the venter (vs. 
“the ventral side of the opisthosoma is black” [Řezáč et al., 
2008: 277]). 

In having the narrow, U-shaped groove of the conductor, 
E. mangyshlakensis sp.n. is similar to E. hermanni Kovács, 
Prazsák, Eichardt, Vári et Gyurkovics, 2015, but can be easily 
distinguished from it by the shorter spiny lamella (vs. the “spiny 
lamella high, about as high as terminal tooth” [Kovács et 
al., 2015: 20, Fig. 3A]).

DESCRIPTION. MALE. Measurements. Total length 7.3. 
The cephalic part of carapace 2.8 long, 3.2 wide, 1.8 high; the 
thoracic part — 1.0 long, 2.6 wide. Abdomen 4.3 long, 3.3 wide. 
Chelicera length 1.8. Length of leg segments: I 8.45 (2.50 + 
1.35 + 1.55 + 1.80 + 1.25); II 7.35 (2.20 + 1.25 + 1.30 + 1.50 + 
1.10); III 6.30 (2.10  + 1.10  + 1.10  + 1.20  + 0.80); IV 8.75 
(2.85 + 1.35 + 1.80 + 1.70 + 1.05). Colouration (Fig. 1A–B). 
The cephalic part black with scattered white hairs; clypeus 
covered with long black protruded hairs; the black thoracic part 
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REMARKS. A dead male being dragged by ants to their nest 
was found 5 km from the type locality of E. mangyshlakensis 
sp.n. This male is similar to that of E. mangyshlakensis sp.n. 
in the body size and the colouration of its carapace and lateral 
side of the abdomen, but differs in the absence of paired black 
spots on the dorsum. The absence of palps and legs does not 
allow us to confirm unequivocally that this male belongs to E. 
mangyshlakensis sp.n. Yet, it is highly likely that it is just a 
colour morph of E. mangyshlakensis sp.n.

DISTRIBUTION. Only the type locality (Fig. 12B).

Lycosa kuryk Esyunin et Efimik, sp.n.
Figs 1D‒F, 3E‒F, 5A‒B, 12B.

TYPES. Holotype ♀ (ZISP, ARA_ARA_0001731), Kazakhstan, 
Mangistau Oblast, Karakiya Distr., near Munayshi, 43.387611°N 
52.013361°E, 22.10.2024, V.A. Valuev. ‒ Paratypes: 2 ♀♀ (ZISP, ARA_
ARA_0001732), together with the holotype; 1 ♀ (ZMMU), Kazakh-
stan, Mangistau Oblast, Karakiya Distr., nr Zhanaozen, 43.338889°N 
52.855556°E, 22‒25.10.2024, V.A. Valuev; 2  ♀♀, (ZMMU), same 

oblast, Karakiya Distr., nr Kyzylsay Vil. (43.451389°N 53.034167°E), 
25‒28.X.2024, V.A. Valuev.

ETYMOLOGY. The specific epithet a noun in apposition 
originating from Kuryk village, the administrative center of 
Karakiya District where the species was found.

DIAGNOSIS. The epigyne and vulva of L. kuryk sp.n. are 
very similar to those of the paratype L. uzbekistanica Logunov, 
2023, but the new species differs in the wider receptacles with 
a narrow internal canal (vs. receptacle pear-shaped with a wide 
internal canal in L. uzbekistanica; cf. Figs 3F and 5B with figs 
152 and 153 in Logunov [2023a]). Besides, both species differ 
as follows: (1) the venter colouration is blackened in the middle 
in L. kuryk sp.n. and monochrome yellow in L. uzbekistanica (cf. 
Fig. 1F with fig. 155 in Logunov [2023a]), and (2) the female 
of L. kuryk sp.n. is smaller than that of L. uzbekistanica, its 
carapace 6.3 mm long compared 9.0 mm in the latter species 
[Logunov, 2023a].

DESCRIPTION. Male unknown.
FEMALE (holotype). Measurements. Total length 13.8. 

Carapace 6.3 long, 4.3 wide. Eye sizes and interdistances: AME 

Fig. 3. Conductur of the male palp of Eresus mangyshlakensis sp.n. (A–D) and epigyne of Lycosa kuryk sp.n. (E–F): A, B, C and D — conduc-
tor ventral, ventral-prolateral, ventral-retrolateral and lateral views; E — epigyne, F — endogyne. Abbreviations: Em — embolus; G — groove 
of conductor; iL — inner lamella of conductor; pR — primary receptacle; sR — secondary receptacle; tT — terminal tooth of conductor. Scale 
bars: 0.1 mm (A–D), 0.2 mm (E–F).

Рис. 3. Кондуктор пальпы самца Eresus mangyshlakensis sp.n. (A–D) и эпигина Lycosa kuryk sp.n. (E–F): A, B, C и D — кондуктор снизу, 
снизу-пролатерально, снизу-ретролатерально и латерально; E — эпигина, F — эндогина. Аббревиатура: Em — эмболюс; G — выемка 
кондуктора; iL — внутренняя ламелла кондуктора; pR — первичные рецептакулы; sR — вторичные рецептакулы; tT — терминальный 
зубец кондуктора. Масштаб: 0,1 мм (A–D), 0,2 мм (E–F).
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0.38, ALE 0.23, PME 0.90, PLE 0.75, AME-AME 0.15, AME-
ALE 0.10, PME-PME 0.60, PLE-PLE 1.45. Width of AER 1.50, 
MER 2.10, PER 2.40. Clypeus height 0.13, chelicera length 
2.55. Abdomen 7.5 long, 5.0 wide. Length of leg segments: I 
15.40 (4.50 + 2.25 + 3.35 + 3.30 + 2.00); II 14.30 (3.90 + 2.20 + 
3.05 + 3.20 + 1.95); III 14.00 (4.00 + 1.75 + 2.85 + 3.55 + 1.85); 
IV (5.30 + 2.00 + 4.00 + ?; Mt and tarsus absent). Spination 
of leg I: Fm d 1-1-1, pl 0-0-1, rl 0-1(small)-0; Tb pl 0-1-0, v 
2-2-2ap; Mt pl 0-0-1ap, v 2-2-2ap. Colouration (Fig. 1D–F). 

Carapace yellow-brown, with a wide median and two marginal 
stripes of white recumbent scales, and two longitudinal dark 
stripes of black and withe recumbent scales. Sternum yellow, 
covered with sparce black thick hairs and setae. Labium and 
endites dark brown covered with black long setae and with 
yellowish tips. Chelicera black, covered with white setae in 
base and with black setae in its apical half. Abdomen: dorsum 
greyish, with a well-marked grey cardiac mark and a dorsal pat-
tern of two longitudinal lines of white spots; sides dirty white; 

Fig. 4. Male palp (A, B, D, E) and epigyne (C, F–I) of Minosia karakumensis (Spassky, 1939): A, C, D, F, I — ventral view, B — retrolateral 
view, E — retrolateral & partly dorsal view, G —H — dorsal view (C, G after to [Nekhaeva et al., 2024]; D–F, H after to [Levy, 1995]; I after to 
[Spassky, 1939]). 

Рис. 4. Пальпа самца (A, B, D, E) и эпигина (C, F–I) Minosia karakumensis (Spassky, 1939): A, C, D, F, I — вентрально, B — ретрола-
терально, E — ретролатерально и частично дорсально, G–H — дорсально (C, G из [Nekhaeva et al., 2024]; D–F, H из [Levy, 1995]; I из 
[Spassky, 1939]).
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Fig. 5. Copulatory organs and habitus of Lycosa kuryk sp.n. (A–B, paratype), Thanatus kitabensis Charitonov, 1946 (C — lectotype; D–E — para-
lectotype, Yakkabog’ Distr.; F — paralectotype, Thashkent; G — Mangistau Oblast) and Xysticus utochkini sp.n. (I — holotype): A, D — epigyne, 
B, E, F — endogyne, dorsal view; C — palp, lateral view; G, I — body, dorsal view. Abbreviations: aR — anterior rim of epigynal fovea; mS — 
median septum; R — receptacle; pR — primary receptacle; S — spermathecae; sR — secondary receptacle. Scale bars: 0.2 mm (A–F), 1.0 mm (G, I).

Рис. 5. Копулятивные органы и внешний вид Lycosa kuryk sp.n. (A–B, паратип), Thanatus kitabensis Charitonov, 1946 (C — лектотип; 
D-E — паралектотип, Яккабагский р-н; F — паралектотип, Ташкент; G — Мангистауская обл.) и Xysticus utochkini sp.n. (I — голотип): A, 
D — эпигина, B, E, F — эндогина, дорсально; C — пальпа, сбоку; G, I — тело, сверху. Аббревиатура: aR — передний край ямки эпигины; 
mS — срединный септум; R — рецептакулы; pR — первичные рецептакулы; S — сперматека; sR — вторичные рецептакулы. Масштаб: 
0,2 мм (A–F), 1,0 мм (G, I).

venter blackened in the middle. Legs: coxae yellow; femur 
dorsal grey-yellow with grey patches and ventral white-yellow; 
patella and tibia yellow; metatarsus and tarsus brownish yellow. 
Legs covered with white recumbent hairs (especially densely 
on patella sides) and long black setae; tibia with apical group or 
transverse row of dense black hairs. Pedipalp: tibia grey-yellow 
dorsally and yellow ventrally; patella and tibia yellow; tarsus 

brownish basally and blackened apically. Epigyne and vulva 
as in Figs 3E–F and 5A–B: median septum tongue-shaped; the 
anterior rim of epigynal fovea forms a seagull-shaped figure; 
primary receptacles comma-shaped and secondary receptacles 
broad, more or less trapezoidal.

DISTRIBUTION. Three localities in south-west Kazakhstan 
(Fig. 12B).
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Minosia karakumensis (Spassky, 1939)
Figs 4, 12D.

Pterotricha karakumensis Spassky, 1939, 142, Fig. 5 (♀).
Minosia karakumensis: Ovtsharenko, Fet, 1980, 446 (transfer from 

Pterotricha).
Minosia simeonica Levy, 1995, 924, Figs 9–13 (♂♀). Syn.n.
Minosia simeonica: Sadeghi et al., 2016, 6, Figs 4b, 5a–b (♀).
Minosia simeonica: Al-Khazali, 2024, 14, Figs 2A–E, 3B–C (♀).
Minosia simeonica: Nekhaeva et al., 2024, 400, Fig. 6F, I (♀).
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 2 ♂♂ (IZRK, Ara-615), Mangistau 

Oblast, [7], 5.09.2024, AN & LK; 1 ♀ (IZRK, Ara-251), 1 ♀ (IZRK, 
Ara-256), 3 ♀♀ (IZRK, Ara-257), East Kyzylkum Desert, around Kar-
amola Mt., 42.233549°N 67.808945°E, 230–350 m, 13–19.10.2023, LK.

REMARKS. Pterotricha karakumensis was described by 
Spassky [1939] from the vicinity of Ashgabat (37°57′N 58°23′E) 
based on two females. Having studied specimens from the Bad-
khyz Reserve (35°42′N 61°49′E) in southeastern Turkmenistan, 
Ovtsharenko & Fet [1980] transferred this species to the genus 
Minosia Dalmas, 1921. Later, it was recorded for the south-
west and central Kopet Dag Mt Range (38°04′N 57°22′E) and 
Repetek Reserve (38°35′N 63°11′E) [Mikhailov, Fet, 1994].

The species Minosia simeonica described from Israel 
[Levy, 1995] was recently reported from the Kyzylkum Desert 
[Nekhaeva et al., 2024]. Vladimir I. Ovcharenko (New York, 
pers. comm.) drew our attention to the fact that it is very likely 
that this species name could be a junior synonym of M. karaku-
mensis. A comparison of copulatory organs of the male collected 
from Mangystau Oblast and the females from East Kyzylkum 
Desert with those of M. simeonica from Israel (cf. Figs 4A–C, G 
and Figs 4D–F, H–I) has shown no differences. Hence, it is safe 
to conclude that M. simeonica Levy, 1995 syn.n. is to be con-
sidered a junior synonym of M. karakumensis (Spassky, 1939).

DISTRIBUTION (Fig. 12D). New to Mangystau Oblast. 
In Kazakhstan, it has earlier been recorded from the Kyzylkum 
Desert only [Nekhaeva et al., 2024: sub M. simeonica]. Outside 
Kazakhstan, it has been known from Turkmenistan [Mikhailov, 
Fet, 1994]; Iraq [Al-Khazali, 2024: sub M. simeonica], Iran 
[Sadeghi et al., 2016: sub M. simeonica] and Israel [Levy, 1995: 
sub M. simeonica]. The finding in Mangystau Oblast represents 
the northernmost limit of the species range. 

Thanatus kitabensis Charitonov, 1946
Figs 5C–G, 6A–C, 7A–C.

Thanatus kitabensis Charitonov, 1946, 28, figs 48–49 (♂♀)
Thanatus kitabensis: Charitonov, 1969, 121 (♀).
Thanatus kitabensis: Lyakhov, 2000, 224, figs 33–36 (♂♀).
TYPES. Lectotype ♂ (PSU: 1 slide preparation of the palp; desig-

nated here), Uzbekistan, Qashqadaryo Oblast, 10 km N of Kitob city, 
39.133333°N 66.883333°E, 21.03.1942, D.M. Fedotov; label: «Thana-
tus kitabensis n.sp. ♂ D. Charitonov 1943 Китабский р-н, Бухар[ской] 
обл., 9–10 км от Китаба на север к Самарканду, 21.03.1942, Д.М. 
Федотов». 

Paralectotypes (PSU: two slide preparations of the epigynes; 
designated here): 1  ♀, Uzbekistan, Qashqadaryo Oblast, Yakkabog’ 
Distr.; label: «Thanatus kitabensis n.sp. ♀ D. Charitonov 1943 
окр[естности] колх[оза] Тюльдары, Угунск[ого] с/с, Яккабаг[ский] 
р-н, Бухар[ской] обл., 9.05.1942, Д.М. Федотов»; 1 ♀, Uzbekistan, 
nr Tashkent (41.3°N 69.283333°E); label: «Thanatus kitabensis n.sp. 
♀ D. Charitonov 1943 окр[естности] Ишкента, Яккабаг[ский] р-н, 
Бухар[ской] обл., 16.04.1942, Д.М. Федотов».

MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♂, Beyneu Dist., Peski Sam, 
45.264722°N 56.168611°E, Calligonum aphyllum association, 21–
23.04.2024, AK; 1 ♀, nr sor Tuzbair, 44.03832°N 53.15471°E, 133 m 
a.s.l., under stones, 15.05.2024, AN.

ETYMOLOGY. The specific epithet comes from the Rus-
sian name Kitob (= Kitab) of the city from where the type series 
was collected.

DIAGNOSIS. In the shape of RTA, the median apophysis and 
the long embolus, the male of T. kitabensis is closest to that of T. 
coloradensis Keyserling, 1880, from which it can be distinguished 
by the following characters: the shorter apical thin part of embolus 
(cf. Figs 6A and 7A and fig. 61 in Logunov [1996]) and the longer 
RTA apex (similar to that of T. ubsunurensis Logunov, 1996; 
cf. Figs 6B and 7B–C and figs 60, 62–63 in Logunov [1996]), 
and from T. ubsunurensis by the long embolus (cf. Figs 6A and 
7A and fig. 98 in Logunov [1996]). In the conformation of the 
epigyne, the female of T. kitabensis is extremely close to that of 
T. coloradensis, from which it can be distinguished by the pear-
shaped spermathecae with receptacles shifted from the middle 
line of the spermatheca to the epigynal center (vs. the irregularly 
shaped spermathecae, with receptacles shifted laterad from its 
middle line in T. coloradensis; fig. 68 and 72 in Logunov [1996]).

COMMENTS. The poorly known philodromid species T. 
kitabensis was described and recorded from three locality in 
Uzbekistan. However, no holotype, and hence no type locality 
was designated neither in the original description [Kharitonov, 
1946], nor later [Kharitonov, 1969]. Lyakhov [2000] redescribed 
this species based on numerous materials from Kazakhstan, 
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan and Tajikistan, but did not re-examine 
the type series.

Recently, some syntypes of T. kitabensis were found in 
the PSU collection, which are three slide preparations of the 
copulatory organs (specimen bodies are missing). The male 
lectotype and two female paralectotypes have been designated 
here (see above). 

The only male available has been selected as the lectotype, 
based on the following considerations. The original description 
of T. kitabensis contains not only a description of the female, 
as noted in the World Spider Catalogue [WSC, 2025], but also 
that of the male: viz., “♂. The cymbium is wider than in Th. 
formicinus and narrower than in Th. alpinus [= T.coloradensis 
Keyserling, 1880]. The palpal tibia process also differs from 
both species” [Kharitonov, 1946: 28]. Thus, the male was 
mentioned as part of the original type series and its palp was 
illustrated. The data label of the male allows quite accurate 
determination of the type locality of this species. Moreover, 
D.E. Kharitonov considered the male to be the type specimen, 
judging by the name of the species. Of all the three syntypes, 
only the male was collected from Kitob District, whereas the 
females were found in Yakkabog’ District.

DESCRIPTION. The male [Lyakhov, 2000: 226], the female 
[Kharitonov, 1969: 121]. RTA dorsally elongated, tapering 
towards the apex and lateral S-shaped with strongly curved 
backwards tip (Figs 5C, 6B, 7B–C). Tegular apophysis big (TA; 
Fig.7A), arising close to central curve of sperm duct (Fig. 6A). 
Embolus with comparatively long, thin tip and wide embolic 
base (EB; Fig.7A). Embolic base gradually merging into tegu-
lum. Epigyne oblong, with narrow central division and rounded 
lateral pockets (Figs 5D, 6C). Spermathecae pear-shaped; 
receptacles visible from ventral side, shifted from the middle 
of the spermatheca to the center of the epigyne (Fig. 5D–F).

DISTRIBUTION. A Central Ancient Mediterranean range: 
from Dagestan, Azerbajian and Iran in the west to eastern 
Kazakhstan in the east, northwards to southern regions of Rus-
sian Plain, southward to Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan 
[Lyakhov, 2000; Logunov, Huseynov, 2008; Zamani et al., 2015; 
Ponomarev, 2022].

Xysticus utochkini Esyunin et Efimik, sp.n.
Figs 5I, 6D–E, 7D–G, 12C.

Xysticus turkmenicus (nec Marusik et Logunov, 1995): Nekhaeva 
et al., 2024: 403, Figs 7G–I (misidentification).
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TYPES. Holotype ♂ (ZISP, ARA_ARA_0001733), Kazakhstan, 
Mangistau Oblast, Karakiya Distr., nr Kyzylsay Vil., 43.451389°N 
53.034167°E, 26.10–01.11.2024, V.A. Valuev.  — Paratype: 1  ♂ 
(IZRK, Ara-264), Kazakhstan, East Kyzylkum Desert, Kazakhstan 
main chink, nr Karamola Mt., 42.279899°N 67.755806°E, 358 m a.s.l., 
17–19.10.2023, LK.

ETYMOLOGY. The new species is dedicated to the 
well-known Russian arachnologist, Alexander S. Utochkin 
(1924–1992), who revised many thomisid groups within the 
scope of the USSR fauna.

DIAGNOSIS. In general appearance and the palp structure, 
the male of X. utochkini sp.n. is very similar to that of X. turk-
menicus (Marusik et Logunov, 1995), but can be distinguished 
by fine details of the embolus: its thin apical part slightly shorter 
than the thick basal part in X. utochkini (vs. the thin apical part 
twice as short as the thick basal part in X. turkmenicus; cf. Fig. 
7F and fig. 30 in Marusik & Logunov [1995]), and the thick 
basal embolic part passes relatively uniformly into the thin 
apical part in X. utochkini sp.n. (vs. sharply tapering to the thin 
apical part in X. turkmenicus; cf. Fig. 7D and fig. 30 in Marusik 
& Logunov [1995]). 

Besides, both species differ in their body colouration and the 
shape of eye field: (1) carapace dark brown, with a wide median 

yellow-brown stripe and white V-shaped mark in X. utochkini 
sp.n. (Fig. 5I), while it is “sandy-coloured with red-brown and 
cream-coloured sports” in X. turkmenicus [Marusik, Logunov, 
1995: 149]); (2) dorsum white laterally and brownish in the 
middle, with numerous brown round stigmata and black sports in 
X. utochkini sp.n. (Fig. 5I), but abdomen “sandy-coloured with 
cream-coloured sports and bands and 2 pairs of distinct large 
red-brown sports” in X. turkmenicus [Marusik, Logunov, 1995: 
149]; (3) eye field square in X. utochkini sp.n., but elongated 
trapezoid (MOA-WA 0.36, MOA-WP 0.39, MOA-L 0.41) in X. 
turkmenicus [Marusik, Logunov, 1995].

DESCRIPTION. MALE (holotype). Measurements. Total 
length 4.4. Carapace 2.1 long, 2.2 wide. Eye sizes and interdis-
tances: AME 0.08, ALE 0.13, PME 0.08, PLE 0.10, AME-AME 
0.30, AME-ALE 0.13, PME-PME 0.28, PME-PLE 0.33. Eye 
field: MOA-WA 0.43, MOA-WP 0.43, MOA-L 0.43. Clypeus 
height 0.15. Abdomen 2.5 long, 2.1 wide. Length of leg seg-
ments: I 8.26 (2.50 + 1.13 + 1.80 + 1.83 + 1.00); II 8.16 (2.45 + 
1.08 + 1.80 + 1.83 + 1.00); III 4.89 (1.58 + 0.70 + 1.03 + 0.88 
+ 0.70); IV 5.21 (1.63 + 0.63 + 1.15 + 1.15 + 0.65). Spination 
of leg I: Fm d 1-2-1, pl 2-2-0; Tb pl 1-1-1, rl 1-1-1, v 2+2-2+2-
2ap; Mt pl 1-1-1ap, rl 1-1-1ap, v 2-2-2+2ap. Colouration (Fig. 

Fig. 6. Thanatus kitabensis Charitonov, 1946 (A–C) and Xysticus utochkini sp.n. (D-E): A, D — palp, ventral view; B, E — palp, lateral view; 
C — epigyne (after to [Lyakhov, 2000] with additions). Scale bars: 0.1 mm (A–C, D–E), 0.25 mm (C).

Рис. 6. Thanatus kitabensis Charitonov, 1946 (A-C) и Xysticus utochkini sp.n. (D–E): A, D — пальпа, снизу; B, E — пальпа, сбоку; C — 
эпигина (по [Lyakhov, 2000] с дополнениями). Масштаб: 0,1 мм (A–C, D–E), 0,25 мм (C).
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5I). Carapace dark-brown with white sports, and wide median 
yellow-brown stripe with white V-shaped mark; basally with two 
black triangle sports. Sternum brown with rare white and dark 
brown sports. Chelicera bicoloured: white-black. Abdomen: 
dorsum white laterally and brownish in the middle, with numer-
ous brown round stigmata and black sports; folded sides white 
with black sports; venter white with grayish in the middle; the 
book-lung white. Legs I–II: femur white prolaterally, with grey 
and black sports, black retrolaterally; patella grey; tibia dirty 
white, blackened basally and apically; metatarsus and tarsus 
yellowish, blackened apically. Legs III–IV: femur dorsal and 
prolateral white, with black sports, retrolateral grey, blackened 

apically; patella white, with black sports; tibia white, blackened 
basally and apically; metatarsus and tarsus yellowish, blackened 
apically. Palp. Bulb rounded, with distinct oblique tegular ridge 
(TR; Figs 6D and 7 E); embolic base is in prolateral-apical po-
sition (Fig. 7D and 7F); embolus thick in basal half, tapering 
towards apex; thin apical embolic part with oblique notches (Fig. 
7E–F). Palp tibia with two apophyses: ventral apophysis (VTA; 
Fig. 7E) short, with slightly curved prolateral apex; retrolateral 
apophysis (RTA; Fig. 7E and 7G) dorsally thick and rounded 
in section, passing below into a flat part; its apex uniformly 
rounded with a small tooth near the middle. 

FEMALE unknown.

Fig. 7. Scanning electron micrographs of the male palp of Thanatus kitabensis Charitonov, 1946 (A–C) and Xysticus utochkini sp.n. (D–G): 
A — bulbus, anterior-ventral view; B, C, G — tibia, lateral view; D, E — palp, ventral and lateral views; F — tip of bulbus, ventral view. Ab-
breviations: Em — embolus; EB — embolic base; RTA — retrolateral apophysis; TA — tegular apophysis; TR — tegular ridge; VTA — ventral 
apophysis. Scale bars: 0.1 mm

Рис. 7. Cканирующие электронные микрофотографии пальпы самца Thanatus kitabensis Charitonov, 1946 (A–C) и Xysticus utochkini 
sp.n. (D–G): A — бульбус, спереди-снизу; B, C, G — голень, сбоку; D, E — пальпа, снизу и сбоку; F — вершина бульбуса, снизу. Аббреви-
атура: Em — эмболюс; EB — основание эмболюса; RTA — ретролатеральная апофиза; TA — тегулярная апофиза; TR — складка тегулума; 
VTA — вентральная апофиза. Масштаб: 0,1 мм.
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DISTRIBUTION. Two localities in the desert zone of Ka-
zakhstan (Fig. 12C).

List of species

AGELENIDAE

Benoitia tadzhika (Andreeva, 1976)
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN (IZRK): 1 ♀ (IZRK), c. 28 km E 

Jetibai Vil., 43.585278°N 52.592778°E, 230 m a.s.l., 5.09.2024, AN & 
LK; 2 ♀♀, 30 km NNW of Zhanaozen, 43.62057°N 52.70697°E, 266 m 
a.s.l., under stones, 5.09.2024, AN & LK; 1 ♀, 58 km SSE of Aktau, 
43.187091°N 51.509442°E, 0 m a.s.l., desert on plain, with Aeluropus 
sp., Convolvulus sp., Artemisia sp., 2.09.2024, AN & LK; 1 ♀, ca 42 km 
ENE of Jetibai Vil., 43.62806°N 52.63897°E, 262 m a.s.l., 5.09.2024, 
AN & LK; 1 ♀, 38 km WSW of Zhanaozen, 43.26229°N 52.38262°E, 
124 m a.s.l., 4.09.2024, AN & LK; 5 ♀♀, 15 km NW of Uzen Vil., 
43.56156°N 52.92785°E, 250  m a.s.l., under stones, 4.09.2024, AN 
& LK; 1  ♀, 44  km NNW of Zhanaozen, 43.70061°N 52.55862°E, 
263  m a.s.l., under stones, 5.09.2024, AN & LK; 1  ♀, 10  km SSE 
Kuryk Vil., 43.087500°N 51.699167°E, 10  m a.s.l., Artemisia as-
sociation, 3.09.2024, AN & LK; 2 ♀♀, 8 km SSE of Jetybai railway 
station, 43.38894°N 52.11198°E, 129 m a.s.l., desert with Artemisia 
spp., Anabasis aphylla, 4.09.2024, AN & LK; 1 ♀, 36 km WSW of 
Zhanaozen, 43.291094704°N 52.399537414°E, 113 m a.s.l., takyr, 
3.09.2024, AN & LK.

ARANEIDAE

Aculepeira armida (Audouin, 1826)
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♂, 3 ♀♀ (IZRK), 1 juv. [3]. 

Araneus grossus (C.L. Koch, 1844)
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♂, [2].
REMARKS. New to Mangystau Oblast. The species is 

widespread in Kazakhstan: Kostanay, Akmola, East Kazakh-
stan and Almaty Oblasts [Marusik et al., 1990]. West-Central 
Palearctic subboreal-semidesert range: from the Mediterranean 
to South Siberia [Šestáková et al., 2009; Logunov et al., 1998; 
Fomichev, 2015].

Argiope ahngeri Spassky, 1932
Figs 8A–C.

MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1  ♀ (IZRK), 105  km ESE of 
Fetisovo, 42.53497°N 53.88927°E, 5 m a.s.l., 8.09.2024, AN & LK; 
1  ♀ (IZRK), 77  km SSE of Fetisovo, 42.081389°N 52.807222°E, 
120 m a.s.l., 7.09.2024, AN & LK; 1 ♀ (IZRK), 79 km SE of Fetisovo, 
42.27978°N 53.32380°E, 133 m a.s.l., 8.09.2024, AN & LK; 2 ♀♀ 
(IZRK), 107  km ESE of Akkuduk Vil., 42.82928°N 55.38925°E, 
213 m a.s.l., 9.09.2024, AN & LK; 1 ♂ (ZISP), S of Mangystau Oblast, 
42.36–42.20°N 54.783333–54.81°E, 07.2024, VV.

REMARKS. New to Kazakhstan. Central-Asian range: the 
species is known from Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan 
and Uzbekistan [Tiunov, Esyunin, 2014].

Fig. 8. Scanning electron micrographs and color photo of the epigyne of Argiope ahngeri Spassky, 1932 (A–C) and male palp of Oxyopes 
badhyzicus Mikhailov et Fet, 1986 (D–F): A, D — ventral view, B — posterior view (a broken embolus is visible on the right), C — lateral view, 
E–F — retrolateral views. 

Рис. 8. Cканирующие электронные микрофотографии и цветное фото эпигины Argiope ahngeri Spassky, 1932 (A–C) и пальпы самца 
Oxyopes badhyzicus Mikhailov et Fet, 1986 (D–F): A, D — вентрально, B — сзади (справа виден обломанный эмболюс), C — сбоку, E–F — 
ретролатерально.
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Cheiracanthium punctorium (Villers, 1789)
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♂ (IZRK), [2].
REMARKS. New to Mangystau Oblast. In Kazakhstan, this 

West Central Palearctic subboreal range species has been re-
corded from Kostanay [Ponomarev et al., 2017], East Kazakhstan 
[Savel’eva, 1970] and Almaty Oblasts [Spassky, Shnitnikov, 1937].

DICTYNIDAE

Devade tenella (Tystshenko, 1965)
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♂ (IZRK), [6].

DYSDERIDAE

Dysdera nenilini Dunin, 1989
Fig. 9.

MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♂ (PSU-6354), [9].
REMARKS. This family and species have been recorded from 

Mangystau Oblast for the first time. Dysdera nenilini was described 
from the three localities in the north-western part of Dashogus 
Velayat of Turkmenistan, on the border with Aktobe Oblast of 
Kazakhstan [Dunin, 1989] and later was been reported from Ka-
zakhstan but without an exact locality [Logunov, Gromov, 2012].

ERESIDAE

Stegodyphus lineatus (Latreille, 1817)
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♂ (IZRK), nr sor Tuzbair, 

44.04832°N 53.16801°E, 90 m a.s.l, under stones, 15.05.2024, AN; 1 

Argiope lobata (Pallas, 1772)
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 2 ♀♀ (IZRK), 9.3 km NNW of 

Kuryk Vil., 43.251418°N 51.612775°E, –30 m a.s.l., desert on coastal 
sandy plain, with Alhagi sp., Artemisia arenaria, 2.09.2024, AN & LK; 
1 ♀ (IZRK), 56 km SSE of Akkuduk Vil., 42.49344°N 54.26629°E, 
129 m a.s.l., 9.09.2024, AN & LK; 1 ♀, Ustyurt Plateau, 43.351911°N 
55.715808°E, 30.07.2024, VV; 1  ♀ (ZISP), Karakiya Distr., 32  km 
W of Bolashak Vil. (on the border with Turkmenistan), 42.310583°N 
53.284492°E, 26.09.2024, VV; 1  ♀, Ustyurt Plateau, 43.361628°N 
55.778178°E, 30.07.2024, K.V. Valuev.

CHEIRACANTHIIDAE

Cheiracanthium elegans Thorell, 1875
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♂ (IZRK), [3].
REMARKS. New to Mangystau Oblast. In Kazakhstan, this 

West Central Palearctic subboreal-semidesert species has been 
recorded from West Kazakhstan [Ponomarev, 2022] and East 
Kazakstan Oblasts [Savel’eva, 1970] only.

Cheiracanthium erraticum (Walckenaer, 1802)
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 2 ♂♂ (IZRK), [5].
REMARKS. New to Mangystau Oblast. In Kazakhstan, this 

trans-Palaearctic temperate species has been recorded from West 
Kazakhstan (Atyrau) [Ponomarev, 2022] and East Kazakhstan 
Oblasts [Savel’eva, 1970] only.

Cheiracanthium gratum Kulczyński, 1897
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♂ (IZRK), [1].

Fig. 9. Bulb of male palp (A–B) and habitus (C) of Dysdera nenilini Dunin, 1989: A — palp, prolateral view; B — palp, retrolateral view. 
Scale bars: 0.1 mm (A-B), 1.0 mm (C).

Рис. 9. Бульбус пальпы самца (A–B) и внешний вид (C) Dysdera nenilini Dunin, 1989: A — пальпа, пролатерально; B — пальпа, ре-
тролатерально. Масштаб: 0,1 мм (A-B), 1,0 мм (C).
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juv. (IZRK), [2]; 1 juv. (IZRK), 8.5 km WNW Kuryk Vil., 43.215833°N 
51.570000°E, –20 m a.s.l., desert on sandy plain, with Euphorbia sp., 
Artemisia spp., 2.09.2024, AN & LK; 2 ♂♂ (PSU-6352), [9].

GNAPHOSIDAE

Anagraphis pallens Simon, 1893
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♂ (IZRK), 17.4  km NE of 

Fetisovo, 42.84652°N 52.81830°E, –41 m a.s.l., 6–7.09.2024, AN & 
LK; 2 ♂♂ (IZRK), [7]. 

REMARKS. New to Mangystau Oblast. In Kazakhstan, it 
has been earlier recorded only from Atyrau Oblast [Ponomarev, 
2022]. West Central Ancient Mediterranean range: from the 
Mediterranean to Middle Asia [Khasaeva, Huseynov, 2017]. 

Berlandina caspica Ponomarev, 1979
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♂ (IZRK), [2].

Berlandina spasskyi Ponomarev, 1979
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1  ♂ 1  ♀ (IZRK), Beyneu Dis-

trict, Peski Sam, 45.25°N, 56.17°E, Calligonum aphyllum association, 
21–23.04.24, AK.

Civizelotes caucasius (L. Koch, 1866)
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1  ♂ (PSU-6349), Mangystau 

Oblast, ~75 km NE of Zhanaozen, 43.333333°N 52.8500°E, Sentirkum 
sands, 27.05.2011, AI.

Drassodes lapidosus (Walckenaer, 1802)

MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♀ (IZRK), Tyub-Karagan Pen-
insula, nr underground mosque Sultan-Epe, 44.471667°N 51.010278°E, 
150 m a.s.l., among stones, 13.05.2024, AN.

REMARKS. New to Mangystau Oblast. In Kazakhstan, 
this species has been recorded from Atyrau, West-Kazakhstan 
[Ponomarev, 2022], East Kazakhstan [Savel’eva, 1970], Almaty 
and Taldy-Kurgan Oblasts [Spassky, Shnitnikov, 1937]. West 
Central Palaearctic polyzonal range: North Africa, Europe, 
Asia Minor, the Caucasus, Kazakhstan [Kovbluk et al., 2016]. 

Drassodes lutescens (C.L. Koch, 1839)
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1  ♂ (IZRK), 44.25180°N 

52.13992°E, 118 m a.s.l., slope, scree, with Gramineae and Alliaceae, 
14.05.2024, AN.

Fedotovia uzbekistanica Charitonov, 1946
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♀ (IZRK), [8]; 1 ♂ (IZRK), [5]; 

2 ♀♀ (IZRK), nr sor Tuzbair, 44.04832°N 53.16801°E, 90–130 m a.s.l., 
under stones and in soil, 15.05.2024, AN.

Gnaphosa fagei Schenkel, 1963
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1  ♂ (PSU-6348), Mangystau 

Oblast, ~75 km NE Zhanaozen, 43.33°N 52.85°E, Sentirkum sands, 
27.05.2011, AI.

REMARKS. New to Mangystau Oblast. This species was 
originally described from Gansu, China [Ovtsharenko et al., 
1992], bit is widespread in Kazakhstan: Atyrau [Ponomarev, 
2022], Kostanay [Ponomarev, Bragina, 2014], Jambyl and 
Kzyl-Orda Oblasts [Ovtsharenko et al., 1992]. 

Gnaphosa saurica Ovtsharenko, Platnick et Song, 1992
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♂ (PSU-6367), [9].
REMARKS.  New to Mangystau Oblast. This East 

European-South Siberian steppe (from Ukraine to South Sibe-
ria and Novosibirsk Oblast) species is widespread in northern 
Kazakhstan: West Kazakhstan [Ponomarev, 2022], Kostanay 

[Ponomarev, Bragina, 2014], Akmola [Trilikauskas, Lyubechan-
skii, 2020], Abai and East Kazakhstan Oblasts [Ovtsharenko 
et al., 1992].

Gnaphosa steppica Ovtsharenko, Platnick et Song, 
1992

MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♂ (IZRK), Tyub-Karagan Penin-
sula, nr underground mosque Sultan-Epe, 44.471667°N, 51.010278°E, 
150 m a.s.l., among stones, 13.05.2024, AN.

Micaria rossica Thorell, 1875
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♂ 1 ♀ (IZRK), [6]. 

Nomisia aussereri (L. Koch, 1872) 
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 2 ♀♀ (IZRK), 30 km NNW 

of Zhanaozen, 43.62057°N 52.70697°E, 266  m a.s.l., under stones, 
5.09.2024, AN & LK; 2 ♀♀, 1 juv. (IZRK), 38 km WSW of Zhanaozen, 
43.26229°N 52.38262°E, 124  m a.s.l., 4.09.2024, AN & LK; 1  ♀ 
(IZRK), 15  km NW of Uzen Vil., 43.56156°N 52.92785°E, 250  m 
a.s.l., under stones, 4.09.2024, AN & LK; 2 ♀♀ (IZRK), 13.4 km NNE 
of Uzen Vil., 43.56437°N 52.93178°E, 228 m a.s.l., takyr, 4.09.2024, 
AN & LK; 1  ♀ (ZISP), nr Zhanaozen, 43.338889°N 52.855556°E, 
16–20.10.2024, VV.

REMARKS. New to Mangystau Oblast. This species is 
widespread in Kazakhstan: West Kazakhstan, Akmola [Ovtsha-
renko, 1982], Atyrau [Ponomarev, 2022], Koctanay [Ponomarev, 
Bragina, 2014], East Kazakhstan [Savel’eva, 1970], Almaty, 
Jambyl (=Zhambyl) [Spassky, Shnitnikov, 1937] and Turkestan 
Oblasts [Gromov, 2013]. West Central Ancient Mediterranean 
range: from the Mediterranean to China [WSC, 2025].

Nomisia conigera (Spassky, 1941)
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 3 ♀♀ (IZRK), [6]; 1 ♀ (IZRK), 

[4]; 1 ♀ (IZRK), [2].

Nomisia negebensis Levy, 1995
Fig. 10A–B.

MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1  ♂ (IZRK), 38  km WSW of 
Zhanaozen, 43.26229°N 52.38262°E, 124 m a.s.l., 4.09.2024, AN & 
LK; 1 ♂ 3 ♀♀ (IZRK), [7]; 1 ♀, 8 km N of Kuryk Vil., 43.249722°N 
51.671111°E, 10  m a.s.l., desert, with Salsola spp., Artemisia spp., 
2.09.2024, AN & LK; 1 ♀ (IZRK), 44  km NNW of Zhanaozen, 
43.70061°N 52.55862°E, 263  m a.s.l., under stones, 5.09.2024, AN 
& LK.

REMARKS. New to Mangystau Oblast. In Kazakhstan, 
it has been earlier recorded only from the Kyzylkum Desert 
[Nekhaeva et al., 2024]. Outside Kazakhstan, it has been 
recorded from Israel, Turkey and Iran [WSC, 2025]. The find-
ing in Mangystau Oblast lies at the northernmost limit of the 
species range.

Sosticus loricatus (L. Koch, 1866)
Fig. 10C–D.

Gnaphosa sp.: Nekhaeva, 2024, 238.
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1  ♂ (IZRK), 42.881960°N, 

53.899130°E, desert, under stones, 21.05.2024, AN.
REMARKS. The record of Gnaphosa sp. from Mangystau 

Oblast [Nekhaeva, 2024] actually refers to the circum-Holarctic 
species S. loricatus. 

Synaphosus palearcticus Ovtsharenko, Levy et 
Platnick, 1994

Sidydrassus sp.: Nekhaeva, 2024, 238.
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♂ (IZRK), Caspian Sea coast, 

43.081111°N, 51.696111°E, –30 m a.s.l., sandy beach, with Artemisia 
arenaria, 2.09.2024, AN & LK.
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REMARKS. The record of Sidydrassus sp. from Mangystau 
Oblast [Nekhaeva, 2024] actually refers to the West Central 
Ancient Mediterranean species S. palearcticus. 

Zelotes anatolyi Fomichev et Marusik, 2021
Fig. 10E–F.

MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♂ (IZRK), [8].
REMARKS. New to Mangystau Oblast. Zelotes anatolyi 

was recently described from south-eastern Tajikistan [Fomichev, 

Marusik, 2021]. In Kazakhstan, it has been only found in the Ky-
zylkum Desert [Nekhaeva et al., 2024]. The finding in Mangystau 
Oblast lies at the northernmost limit of the species range. 

HERSILIIDAE

Ovtsharenkoia pallida (Kroneberg, 1875)
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♀ (IZRK), 44.32742°N, 

51.52585°E, 132 m a.s.l., in house, 14.V.2024, AN.

Fig. 10. Epigynes of Nomisia negebensis (A, B), Evippa kazachstanica (H, I) and Evarcha nenilini (J, K) and male palp of Sosticus loricatus 
(C, D) and Zelotes anatolyi (E–G): A, D, F, H, J — ventral view, B, I, K — dorsal view, C, E — retrolateral view, G — prolateral view. 

Рис. 10. Эпигины Nomisia negebensis (A, B), Evippa kazachstanica (H, I) и Evarcha nenilini (J, K) и пальпы самцов Sosticus loricatus (C, 
D) и Zelotes anatolyi (E–G): A, D, F, H, J — вентрально, B, I, K — дорсально, C, E — ретролетерально, G — пролатерально.
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REMARKS. New to Mangystau Oblast. Central Asian (?)
petrophilous range: Zhambyl Oblast of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Pakistan, Tajikistan, southern Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, where 
it inhabits cliffs and walls [Marusik, Fet, 2009]. The record in 
Mangystau Oblast represents the northernmost and westernmost 
limits of the species range.

LINYPHIIDAE

Acartauchenius scurrilis (O. Pickard-Cambridge, 1873)
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♀ (IZRK), [2].

Agyneta fuscipalpis (C.L. Koch, 1836)
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♂ (IZRK), [8].
REMARKS. New to Mangystau Oblast. West Central Pa-

laearctic subboreal-semidesert range: from Europe and North 
Africa to South Siberia and Xinjiang Province of China [Tana-
sevitch, 2010]. In Kazakhstan, it has been earlier recorded from 
East Kazakhstan [Eskov, Marusik, 1995] and Chimkent Oblasts 
[Gromov, 2013], and the East Kyzylkum Desert [Nekhaeva et 
al., 2024].

Gnathonarium dentatum (Wider, 1834)
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 2 ♀♀ (IZRK), [1], 11.09.2024.
REMARKS. New to Mangystau Oblast. In Kazakhstan, this 

trans-Palaearctic polyzonal species has been earlier found only 
in Atyrau Oblast [Ponomarev, 2022].

Ipa pepticus (Tanasevitch, 1988)
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♂ (ZISP), Beyneu District, 

Peski Sam, 45.25°N, 56.16°E, Calligonum aphyllum association, 
21–23.04.24, AK.

REMARKS. Previously known from Mongolia [Tanas-
evitch, 1988], Turkmenistan, Russia (Tuva) and Kazakhstan 
(Jetisu Oblast) [Saaristo, 2007]. New to Mangystau Oblast, with 
the current record representing the north-westernmost limit of 
the species range.

Prinerigone vagans (Audouin, 1826)
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♀ (IZRK), [1], 11.09.2024.
REMARKS. New to Mangystau Oblast. In Kazakhstan, it 

has been earlier recorded from West Kazakhstan and Atyrau 
Oblasts [Ponomarev, 2022]. West Central Palaearctic subboreal-
subtropical range with a tendency towards subtropical cosmo-
politan distribution (e.g., see Tanasevitch [2009]). 

LYCOSIDAE

Arctosa ravida Ponomarev, 2007
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 20 ♂♂ 6 ♀♀ 4 juv. (IZRK), Cas-

pian Sea coast, 44.223528°N 50.804194°E, sandy beach, at night with 
a head-torch, 10.09.2024, AN & LK.

Evippa kazachstanica Ponomarev, 2007
Fig. 10H–I.

Evippa kazachstanica Ponomarev, 2007: 94, fig. 32 (♀).
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♀ (IZRK), [4].
REMARKS. The female of E. kazachstanica is closely re-

lated to that of the Azeri species E. caucasica Marusik, Guseinov 
et Koponen, 2003, from which it can be distinguished by the 
following caracters: the rectangular shape of the median plate of 
the epigyne, the almost parallel epigynal wings, and the length 
of receptaculum stem that exceeds half of its diameter (Fig. 
10I). In E. caucasica, the median plate is triangular, epigynal 
wings are rounded, and the length of receptaclum stem does 

not exceed half of its diameter (see figs 7, 9, 10 in Azarkina & 
Nuruyeva [2021]). 

DISTRIBUTION. New to Mangystau Oblast. Evippa ka-
zachstanica was described from neighbouring Atyrau Oblast 
[Ponomarev, 2007], and later found in Kostanay Oblast [Pono-
marev, Bragina, 2014]. This is the third record of the species 
that seems to have the Kazakhstan semidesert range. 

Evippa sjostedti Schenkel, 1936
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♂ (IZRK), [2].

Evippa turkmenica Sternbergs, 1979
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♀ (IZRK), Tyub-Karagan Pen-

insula, Dzhigalgan Cape, 44.61294°N 50.83280°E, 43 m a.s.l., canyon, 
among stones, 13.05.2024, AN; 1 ♀ (IZRK), [2].

Karakumosa shmatkoi Logunov et Ponomarev, 2020
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 12 ♂♂ 1  ♀ (IZRK), Ustyurt 

plateau, Ustyurt Nature Reserve, 42.69062°N 54.11923°E, 41 m a.s.l., 
lowland with sedge, at night with a head-torch, 20.05.2024, AN.

Lycosa praegrandis C.L. Koch, 1836
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♂ 1 ♀ (IZRK), area in the south 

part of Mangystau Oblast with coordinates from 42.08° to 42.41°N and 
from 54.43° to 55.26°E, 27–29.07.2024, VV.

Lycosa singoriensis (Laxmann, 1770)
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 2 ♂♂ (IZRK), Caspian Sea coast, 

43.081111°N 51.696111°E, –30 m a.s.l., sandy beach, with Artemisia 
arenaria, 2.09.2024, AN & LK; 1 ♀ (IZRK), [1], 11.09.2024.

Oculicosa supermirabilis Zyuzin, 1993 
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♂ (IZRK), [5]; 1  ♂ (PSU-

6369), [9]; 1  ♂ (IZRK), south of Mangystau Oblast, 42.148614°N 
55.109578°E, 28.07.2024, VV; 1 ♂ (IZRK), same region, 42.218303°N 
54.693161°E, 28.07.2024, VV.

Pardosa jaikensis Ponomarev, 2007
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♀ (IZRK), [1], 11.09.2024.
REMARKS. New to Mangystau Oblast. In Kazakhstan, this 

species has been recorded from West Kazakhstan, Atyrau [Pono-
marev, 2022], Kostanay [Ponomarev, Bragina, 2014] and East 
Kazakhstan Oblasts [Esyunin et al., 2024]. Outside Kazakhstan, 
it is known from the south part of Russian Plain, northern Iran 
[Zamani et al., 2022] and South Siberia [Fomichev, 2022c].

OECOBIIDAE

Oecobius nadiae (Spassky, 1936)
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 2 ♂♂ (IZRK), [1], 12–13.V.2024.

Turanobius ferdowsii (Mirshamsi, Zamani et Marusik, 
2017)

MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♂ (IZRK), 44.25180°N 
52.13992°E, 118 m a.s.l., slope, scree, with Gramineae and Alliaceae, 
14.05.2024, AN; 1 ♂, [5].

Uroctea grossa Roewer, 1960 
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1  ♀ (PSU-6350), Mangystau 

Oblast, ~75 km NE of Zhanaozen (43.33°N 52.85°E), Sentirkum sands, 
27.05.2011, AI.

REMARKS. According to Zamani & Bosselaers [2020: 
45], “Uroctea grossa is closest to U. thaleri Rheims, Santos 
et van Harten, 2007, but differs from [it and] other species of 
Uroctea by its larger size, its broad, its short and stout blind 
ending duct”. Yet, we have also noticed that U. grossa is mark-
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edly larger than U. limbata: its carapace 4.2 mm long [Zamani, 
Bosselaers, 2020], compared to 2.2–2.8 mm long in U. limbata 
[Nentwig et al., 2025].

New to Kazakhstan. Based on the latest reviews, U. grossa 
is distributed in south-western Tadjikistan [Fomichev, Marusik, 
2020], southern Afghanistan, north-eastern Iran and Turkmeni-
stan [Zamani, Bosselaers, 2020]. Our data indirectly confirm 
Fomichev and Marusik’s opinion [2020b: 237] that “the record 
of U. limbata (C.L. Koch, 1843) from the Kyzylkum Desert 
[Logunov, Gromov, 2012: 43] may refer to U. grossa”. It is 
very likely that the record by Zyuzin & Tarabaev [1993: 399, 
as Uroctea ?limbata] from south-western Ustyurt should also 
be assigned to U. grossa.

OXYOPIDAE

Oxyopes badhyzicus Mikhailov et Fet, 1986
Fig. 8D–F.

MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 2 ♂♂ (IZRK), Ustyurt plateau, 
Ustyurt Nature Reserve, 42.69062°N 54.11923°E, 41 m a.s.l., lowland 
with sedge, 20.05.2024, AN.

REMARKS. This species was originally described from 
Turkmenistan [Mikhailov, Fet, 1986], and later reported from 
Israel [Levy, 1999], Iran [Zamani et al., 2014] and Georgia [Se-
ropian et al., 2024]. New to Kazakhstan, with the current record 
representing the north-easternmost limit of the species range.

Oxyopes heterophthalmus (Latreille, 1804)
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♂ (IZRK), [2].
REMARKS. New to Mangystau Oblast. This West Central 

Palaearctic subboreal species [Esyunin, Tuneva, 2009] is wide-
spread in Kazakhstan: West Kazakhstan, Atyrau [Ponomarev, 
2022], Kostanay [Ponomarev et al., 2017], Akmola [Esyunin, 
Tuneva, 2009], Almaty, Taldy-Kurgan [Spassky, Shnitnikov, 
1937] and East Kazakhstan Oblasts [Savel’eva, 1970].

PHILODROMIDAE

Thanatus saraevi Ponomarev, 2007
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 2 ♂♂ 2 ♀♀ (IZRK), 42.881960°N 

53.899130°E, desert, 21.05.2024, AN; 1  ♀ (IZRK), 44.32742°N 
51.52585°E, 132 m a.s.l., desert with Artemisia, 14.05.2024, AN; 1 ♂ 
(IZRK), [8]; 2 ♀♀ (IZRK), [1], 13.05.2024; 1 ♀ (IZRK), 44.36058°N, 
54.03430°E, 99  m a.s.l., desert with Salsola spp., under stones, 
16.05.2024, AN.

Thanatus vulgaris Simon, 1870
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♂ (IZRK), [3].

PRODIDOMIDAE

Prodidomus redikorzevi Spassky, 1940
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♀ (IZRK), [8]; 1  ♀, Ustyurt 

plateau, Ustyurt Nature Reserve, 42.590278ºN 54.301111ºE, 150  m 
a.s.l., desert, under stones, 20.05.2024, AN.

SALTICIDAE

Aelurillus concolor Kulczyński, 1901
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1  ♂ (IZRK), Ustyurt plateau, 

Ustyurt Nature Reserve, 42.495278ºN 54.388611ºE, 160 m a.s.l., desert, 
20.05.2024, AN; 1 ♂ (IZRK), nr Aktau, 43.834220ºN 51.058050ºE, 
desert with Artemisia sp., 12.05.2024, AN; 1 ♂ (IZRK), [1], 11.09.2024. 

Aelurillus lutosus (Tystshenko, 1965)
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♀ (IZRK), Torysh Vil., 

44.32254°N 51.59764°E, 143 m a.s.l., 14.05.2024, AN. 

REMARKS. New to Mangystau Oblast. Aelurillus lutosus 
is widespread in Kazakhstan: West Kazakhstan, Kostanay, 
Pavlodar and Kyzyl-Orda Oblasts [Logunov, Marusik, 2000; 
Azarkina, 2003], and is also known from Dagestan [Ponomarev, 
2022] and northern Kyrgyzstan [Logunov, Marusik, 2000]. 

Bianor albobimaculatus (Lucas, 1846)
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♂ 1 ♀ (IZRK), [1], 11.09.2024. 
REMARKS. New to Mangystau Oblast. This West Central 

Ancient Mediterranean species “known from South Africa to 
the Mediterranean, north-eastward to Central Asia” [Logunov, 
2023b: 739]; in Kazakhstan, it has been earlier reported only 
from Chimkent Oblast [Gromov, 2013].

Chalcoscirtus parvulus Marusik, 1991
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♀ (IZRK), [3]. 
REMARKS. New to Mangystau Oblast. In Kazakhstan, 

this species has been recorded from Atyrau [Ponomarev, 2022], 
Almaty, Turkestan, Jambyl Oblasts [Logunov, Marusik, 1999]. 
Eastern Mediterranean-Central Ancient Mediterranean Range: 
known from Greece throughout Asia Minor to Tajikistan [Lo-
gunov, 2015].

Chalcoscirtus tanasevichi Marusik, 1991
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♂ (IZRK), [2].
REMARKS. New to Mangystau Oblast. In Kazakhstan, this 

species was known from the eastern regions: Pavlodar, Almaty, 
Jambyl, Chimkent [Logunov, Marusik, 1999], East Kazakhstan 
[Eskov, Marusik, 1995] Oblasts. Central Ancient Mediterranean 
Range: from Turkey east to Central Asia [Seropian et al., 2023].

Cyrba ocellata (Kroneberg, 1875)
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 3 ♀♀ (IZRK), Tyub-Karagan 

Peninsula, Dzhigalgan Cape, 44.61294°N, 50.83280°E, 43 m a.s.l., 
canyon, among stones, 13.05.2024, AN; 1 ♂ 1 ♀ (IZRK), [2].

Evarcha nenilini Rakov, 1997
Figs 10J–K, 11A–C

Salticidae gen. sp.: Nekhaeva, 2024, 239.
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♀ (IZRK), [2]; 1 ♂ (IZRK), [1], 

11.09.2024; 1 ♀ (IZRK), Caspian Sea coast, 43.081111°N 51.696111°E, 
–30 m a.s.l., sandy beach, with Artemisia arenaria, 2.09.2024, AN & 
LK.

REMARKS. New to Kazakhstan. Previously known from 
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan [Rakov, 1997]; appar-
ently, a Central Asian endemic [Logunov, Ponomarev, 2020b]. 

Mogrus larisae Logunov, 1995

MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♀ 1 juv (IZRK), 9 km ESE 
Eralievo railway station, 43.196667°N 51.951111°E, 60 m a.s.l., des-
ert, with Salsola spp., Caroxylon orientale, Artemisia spp., 3.09.2024, 
AN & LK.

REMARKS. New to Mangystau Oblast. In Kazakhstan, 
this species has been known from Atyrau [Ponomarev, 2022], 
Turkistan, Jambyl and Almaty Oblasts [Logunov, 1995]. Cen-
tral Ancient Mediterranean range: Iran [Zamani et al., 2020], 
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan and Kyrgyzstan [Lo-
gunov, 1995].

Phlegra andreevae Logunov, 1996

MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♂ (IZRK), [4].
REMARKS. New to Mangystau Oblast. In Kazakhstan, 

P. andreevae has been known from Karaganda, Turkistan, 
Jambyl, Almaty Oblasts [Azarkina, 2004]. Central Ancient 
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Mediterranean range: Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan 
and Kyrgyzstan [Azarkina, 2004].

Pseudomogrus albocinctus (Kroneberg, 1875)
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♂ (IZRK), [1], 11.09.2024.

THERIDIIDAE

Asagena semideserta (Ponomarev, 2005)
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♀ (IZRK), [8]; 1  ♀ (IZRK), 

[4]; 1 ♂ (IZRK), [2]. 
REMARKS. New to Mangystau Oblast. This species was 

originally described from Atyrau Oblast, and was later found 
in two more regions of Kazakhstan: Turkistan and Karaganda 
Oblasts, as well as in Mongolia [Gromov, 2013; Marusik et 
al., 2016]. 

Enoplognatha mediterranea Levy et Amitai, 1981
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 4 ♀♀ (IZRK), [2].
REMARKS. New to Mangystau Oblast. In Kazakhstan, it 

has been earlier found only in the Kyzylkum Desert [Nekhaeva 
et al., 2024]. West Central Ancient Mediterranean range: from 
the Greece and Israel in the west to central Kazakhstan in the 
east. 

Kochiura aulica (C.L. Koch, 1838)
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♂ (IZRK), [2], 14.05.2024; 

2 ♀♀ (IZRK), 15 km W of Kuryk Vil., 43.166667°N 51.484167°E, 
–20  m a.s.l., undulating sandy coastal plain, Artemisia association, 
2.09.2024, AN & LK; 1 ♂ 2 ♀♀ (IZRK), 4 km W of Ersai seaport, 
43.192778°N 51.543611°E, –20 m a.s.l., desert on hilly sands, with 
Artemisia arenaria and Tamarix sp., 2.09.2024, AN & LK.

Latrodectus pallidus O. Pickard-Cambridge, 1872
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 6 ♀♀ (IZRK), c. 69  km SW 

of Zhanaozen, 42.92889°N, 52.19301°E, 72  m a.s.l., desert, with 
perennial Salsola spp., 3.09.2024, LK; 1 ♀ (IZRK), c. 34 km NW of 
Zhanaozen, 43.53720°N 52.49926°E, 222  m a.s.l., 5.09.2024, LK; 
1 ♀ (IZRK), c. 42 km ENE of Jetibai Vil., 43.62806°N 52.63897°E, 
262 m a.s.l., 5.09.2024, LK; 1 ♀ (IZRK), 52 km E of Eralievo rail-
way station, 43.22048°N 52.45094°E, 126 m a.s.l., 3.09.2024, LK; 
1 ♀ (IZRK), 10 km SSE of Kuryk Vil., 43.087500°N 51.699167°E, 
10 m a.s.l., Artemisia association, 3.09.2024, LK; 1 ♀ (IZRK), 43 km 
WSW of Zhanaozen, 43.28965°N 52.31664°E, 138 m a.s.l., desert 
with Artemisia spp. and perennial Salsola spp., 4.09.2024, LK; 1 ♀ 
(IZRK), 30 km WNW of Fetisovo, 42.85791°N 52.29235°E, 72 m 
a.s.l., 3.09.2024, LK. 

REMARKS. New to Mangystau Oblast. In Kazakhstan, L. 
pallidus has been earlier found only in the Kyzylkum Desert 
[Logunov, Gromov, 2012]; outside it, it is known from Cape 
Verde Isl. and South Africa to Uzbekistan [WSC, 2025].

Fig. 11. Male palps of Evarcha nenilini (A–C), Steatoda caspia (D–F) and epigynes of Heriaeus buffonopsis (G, H), Theridion arsia (I, J): 
A, D, G, I — ventral view, B, E — retrolateral view, C, H, J — dorsal view, F — prolateral view. 

Рис. 11. Пальпы самцов Evarcha nenilini (A–C), Steatoda caspia (D–F) и эпигины Heriaeus buffonopsis (G, H), Theridion arsia (I, J): A, 
D, G, I — вентрально, B, E — ретролатерально, C, H, J — дорсально, F — пролатерально.
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Latrodectus tredecimguttatus (Rossi, 1790)
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♀ (IZRK), 51 km SE of Kend-

erly bay, 42.30246°N 53.20344°E, 175 m a.s.l., 8.09.2024, LK; 1 ♀ 
(IZRK), 17.4  km NE of Fetisovo, 42.84652°N 52.81830°E, –41  m 
a.s.l., 6.09.2024, LK. 

Steatoda albomaculata (De Geer, 1778)
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♀ (IZRK), Torysh Vil., 

44.32254°N 51.59764°E, 143 m a.s.l., on the ground, 14.05.2024, AN; 
1 ♀ (IZRK), 44.158611°N 53.357778°E, 240 m a.s.l., under dry ground, 
16.05.2024, AN; 1 ♀ (IZRK), [2].

Steatoda caspia Ponomarev, 2007 
Fig. 11D–F.

MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♂ (IZRK), [1], 13.05.2024.
REMARKS. The structure of the male palp of S. caspia is 

closest to that of S. dahli (Nosek, 1905), which is widespread 
in the Mediterranean and Middle Asia [WSC, 2025]. However, 
the male of S. caspia can be distinguished by the following 
characters (cf. Fig. 11D–F and fig. 36A–F in Van Keer et 
al. [2024]): 1)  the embolus shorter than the theridiid tegular 
apophysis (TTA), and has small elongated process at its base 
directed at 10 o’clock in retrolateral position (in S. dahli, the 
embolic length is comparable to or greater than the TTA length, 
the process at the embolic base short and rectangular); 2) TTA 
is approximately of the same width along its entire length (in 
S. dahli, TTA widens toward its apex); 3) prongs at TTA apex 
approximately of the same size, the lower prong curved (in S. 

dahli, TTA lower prong larger than the upper one and curved 
inward); 4) the conductor is lobe-shaped in its terminal part (vs. 
lanceolate in S. dahli). 

New to Mangystau Oblast. Previously known only from the 
type locality in Atyrau Oblast [Ponomarev, 2007].

Steatoda dahli (Nosek, 1905)
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♀ (IZRK), 44.16203°N 

50.98315°E, 107 m a.s.l., desert, under stones, 12.05.2024, AN; 1 ♀ 
(IZRK), [4]; 2 ♂♂ 1 ♀ (IZRK), [2].

Theridion arsia Zamani et Marusik, 2021 
Fig. 10I–J.

Theridion sp.: Nekhaeva, 2024, 239.
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♀ (IZRK), 15 km W of Kuryk Vil., 

43.166667°N 51.484167°E, –20 m a.s.l., undulating sandy coastal plain, Ar-
temisia community, 2.09.2024, AN & LK; 1 ♀ (IZRK), Kyzylkum Desert, 
nr Shardara reservoir, 41.248611°N 67.90725°E, 7.04.2023, A. Yeszhanov.

REMARKS. New to Kazakhstan. Previously known only 
from the type locality in Qazvin Province, northern Iran [Za-
mani, Marusik, 2021].

THOMISIDAE

Bassaniodes tristrami (O. Pickard-Cambridge, 1872)
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♂ (IZRK), Tyub-Karagan Pen-

insula, nr underground mosque Sultan-Epe, 44.471667°N 51.010278°E, 
150 m a.s.l., among stones, 13.V.2024, AN; 1 ♂ (IZRK), [2]. 

Fig 12. Map of main collecting localities of spiders (A), and distribution maps with records of Eresus mangyshlakensis sp.n. and Lycosa kuryk 
sp.n. (B), Xysticus utochkini sp.n. (C) and Minosia karakumensis (Spassky, 1939) (D).

Рис. 12. Карта основных мест сбора пауков (А) и карты распространения с находками Eresus mangyshlakensis sp.n. и Lycosa kuryk 
sp.n. (B), Xysticus utochkini sp.n. (C) и Minosia karakumensis (Spassky, 1939) (D).
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Heriaeus buffonopsis Loerbroks, 1983 
Fig. 11G–H.

MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 2 ♀♀ (IZRK), ca 48 km W of 
Zhanaozen, 43.32496°N 52.24165°E, 136 m a.s.l., desert with Artemisia 
sp., Caroxylon orientale, 4.09.2024, AN & LK. 

REMARKS. New to Mangystau Oblast. This species was 
originally described from Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, and 
later reported from the Kyzylkum Desert [Utochkin, 1985] 
and Jambyl Oblast of Kazakhstan [Marusik, Logunov, 1995].

Monaeses israeliensis Levy, 1973
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 juv. (IZRK), Ustyurt plateau, 

Ustyurt Nature Reserve, nr Onere spring, 42.60797°N 54.15281°E, 
10 m a.s.l., sweeping, 19.05.2024, AN.

REMARKS. The collected specimen is subadult. However, 
it had all characteristic features of the genus Monaeses Thorell, 
1869: viz., carapace shape, eyes on high tubercles, elongated 
abdomen with a cone-shaped folded “tail” extending far beyond 
spinnerets. With a high degree of probability, the specimen col-
lected belongs to M. israeliensis, which was earlier recorded 
from Mangystau Oblast [Zyuzin, Tarabaev, 1994: 401], and also 
because its closest species — M. paradoxus (Lucas, 1846) — 
has not been found east of the Caucasus [WSC, 2025].

Ozyptila inaequalis (Kulczyński, 1901)
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♀ (IZRK), 15 km NW of Uzen 

Vil., 43.56156°N 52.92785°E, 250 m a.s.l., under stones, 4.09.2024, 
AN & LK; 1 ♀ (PSU-6353), [9].

REMARKS. New to Mangystau Oblast. In Kazakhstan, 
this species has been known from Akmola [Trilikauskas, 
Lyubechanskii, 2020], Abai, Turkistan and Almaty Oblasts 
[Marusik, Logunov, 1995]. Central East Ancient Mediterranean 
range: from western Kazakhstan throughout Mongolia to Cen-
tral China (Snandong, Gansu and Inner Mongolia) [Marusik, 
Logunov, 2002].

Ozyptila tuberosa (Thorell, 1875) 
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1  ♀ (IZRK), 44.32742°N 

51.52585°E, 132 m a.s.l., desert with Artemisia, 14.V.2024, AN; 1 ♀ 
(ZISP), Karakiya Distr., nr Zhanaozen, 43.338889°N 52.855556°E, 22-
25.X.2024, VV; 1 ♀ (ZISP), Karakiya Distr., nr Kyzylsay Vil., 43.45°N 
53.03°E, 26.10–01.11.2024, VV; 2 ♀♀ (ZISP), Karakiya Distr., Tokmak 
cape, 42.78°N 52.28°E, 24.09–13.10.2024, VV.

Thomisus onustus Walckenaer, 1805
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♀ (IZRK), [4]; 1 ♀ (IZRK), [7].

Thomisus zyuzini Marusik et Logunov, 1990
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♂ (IZRK), [6]; 1 ♀ (IZRK), [3]; 

1 ♂ 1 ♀ (IZRK), [1], 11.09.2024.

ZODARIIDAE

Zodariellum bactrianum (Kroneberg, 1875)
MATERIAL. KAZAKHSTAN: 1 ♂ (IZRK), 44.25180°N 

52.13992°E, 118 m a.s.l., slope, scree, with Gramineae and Alliaceae, 
14–15.05.2024, AN.

Conclusion

The present species list of the Mangystau collection 
studied consists of 84 species in 18 families, of which 
three — Eresus mangyshlakensis sp.n., Lycosa kuryk 
sp.n. and Xysticus utochkini sp.n. — have been described 
as new to science. The family Dysderidae and 38 spe-
cies (45% of the total number) have been reported from 

Mangystau Oblast for the first time; five of them are 
new records to Kazakhstan: viz., A. ahngeri, U. grossa, 
O. badhyzicus, E. nenilini, T. arsia. The findings of M. 
karakumensis, N. negebensis, O. pallida, I. pepticus, Z. 
anatolyi and T. arsia in Mangystau Oblast show that their 
ranges are wider than previously thought. 

Thus, based on new and earlier published data, the 
araneofauna of Mangystau Oblast consists of 195 species 
in 26 families. However, there are 10 species more in our 
collection that have not yet been identified and their treat-
ment will be the subject of a separate paper. 

Based on the results obtained from such a relatively 
small collection allows us to conclude that the spider 
fauna of south-west Kazakhstan still remains poorly un-
derstood and is worth of further detailed faunistic studies 
in the future.
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