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Forficula mikado (Burr, 1904) (Dermaptera, Forficulidae),
a little known earwig from the Russian Far East

Forficula mikado (Burr, 1904) (Dermaptera, Forficulidae) — masousBecTnas
yxoBéprka ¢ AaapHero Bocroka Poccun
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Abstract. Forficula mikado (Burr, 1904) is for the first
time recorded from Sakhalin, Moneron and Kunashir Islands.
Formerly it was reported by Japanese entomologists from the
former Karafuto Prefecture (which included both southern
Sakhalin and Moneron) without exact location. It was collected
in synantropic territories, but in Sakhalin also in native forests.

Pestome. Buepsoie ¢ octpoBoB CaxanuH, MOHEpOH U
Kynammp npusomutcs Forficula mikado (Burr, 1904). o
9TOTO OH YKa3bIBaJICs U3 ObIBIIEro rydoepraropcrsa Kapadyro
(BrutrouaBmero kak FOxueiid Caxanus, Tak 1 MOHEPOH) SITTOH-
ckumu sHTOMONToramu. Ha KyHarmpe Bu coOpan 6113 xKuibst
4ernoBeKa, XoTs Ha CaxajnHe Hali[JeH U B €CTECTBEHHBIX JIECax.

Introduction

Forficula mikado (Burr, 1904) was described from
Japan; and G.Ya.Bey-Bienko [1936] reported this spe-
cies from that country only. However, Japanese col-
lectors have also recorded this species from Karafuto
(southern Sakhalin and adjacent islands) without exact
locality. Unfortunately, this information was published
in Japanese [i.c. Nishikawa, 2009] and was omitted in
Russian publications [Storozhenko, 1984]. This species
is absent from «The Key to Insects of the Far East of
the USSR» [Storozhenko, 1986]. Several specimens of
this species, collected by Japanese entomologists, were
found in the collection of the Sakhalin Regional Local
Lore Museum. So, there are still no Russian publication
about distribution of F. mikado within Sakhalin and
South Kuril Islands.

Forficula mikado (Burr, 1904)
Figs 1-6.
Nishikawa, 2009: 62 (Karafuto [South Sakhalin and adjacent is-

lands], Korea Peninsula, Japan (Honshu, north from central part). ...
Hokkaido ... Rishiri ... Rebun) (in Japanese).

Material. SaxHALIN: Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk suburbs, Ostraya M.,
11V1.2006 — 29 (A. Vertyankin); Susunaiskii Range, Tshekhov M.,
900 m, 26.V1.2011 —1% (A. Vertyankin); Susunaiskii Range, the Uyunovka
rivulet headwaters, 9.X.2011 — 19; Nevelskoe District, Amurskoe village,
a quarry near a reservoir, on riparian vegetation, 46°35'40" N, 141°51'07"E,
8.IX.2023 — 10" (A. Vertyankin, A. Zaitsev); Nevelskoe District,
Seleznyovka river headwaters, forest, on a tree in a trap with birch sap,
46°36'21" N, 141°52'40" E, 16-23.1X.2023 — 20, 19 (A. Vcrtyankin);
Kholmsk District, Yasnomorskoe, 46°44'57" N, 141°54'55" E, 17—
18.IX.2019 — 10% an offspur above Yasnomorskoe, 46°44'56" N,
141°54's7" E, by light trap, 16-17.1X.2019 — 19 (V. Dubatolov);
MonERoN: Kaibato [=Moneron], VIIL1937 — 19, 10.IX.1937 —
207, 29, 21.V11938 — 19 (T. Takahashi); KunasmIr: Danilovskii
Kordon, 43°57'17" N, 145°35'34" E, 1.1X.2024 — 10" (Dubatolov);
Yuzhno-Kurilsk, the Nature Reserve administration house, 44°02'23" N,
145°51'38" E, 261X.2024 — 2529 (Yakovlev), 281X 2024 — 1
(Dubatolov).

Distribution. Russia: Sakhalinskaya Oblast’: south part
of Sakhalin, Moneron Is., Kuriles: Kunashir Is.; Japan: Hok-
kaido (including Rishiri and Rebun Is.), Honshu (central and
northern parts) [Nishikawa, 2024]; Korea [Nishikawa, 2009;
Haas, 2024].

Notes: The species differs from other Far Eastern conge-
ners by a short basal broadening of male forceps (in F. scud-
deri Shiraki, 1928 and F. robusta Semenov, 1908 this broad-
ening is much longer, to 1/3 or 1/2 of the forceps length), and
a long pygidium (up to the apex of the basal broadening).
Another Far Eastern earwig with short basal broadening is
Forficula vicaria Semenov, 1902, but it has additional tooth
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Figs 1-5. Forficula mikado (Burr, 1904) from Sakhalin and Moneron Islands: 1 — Sakhalin, Amurskoe, 2-3 — Sakhalin, Seleznyovka river; Moneron

Island (Kaibato): 4 — male, 5 — female. Photo by A.V. Vertyankin.

Puc. 1-5. Forficula mikado (Burr, 1904) c octposos Caxaanx u Mouepon: 1 — Caxaaun, Amypckoe, 2-3 — Caxaaun, pexa CeaesHéBKa; 0CTpoB

Monepon (Kaibato): 4 — camen, 5 — camka. Poro A.B. Beprsankuna.

on the forceps distally from the basal broadening, and also
a short pygidium.

In Kunashir, all £ mikado specimens were collected near
seashore on a house outer wall or in the room strictly during
nighttime. So, the species looks to be a synantropic species
there. In nature, in forests (also on the baits with Kagor vine
and sugar) and meadows near Andreevskii Kordon, only
Anechura harmandi (Burr, 1904) were observed. In Yasno-
morskoe, Sakhalin, the species was once collected on a house
outer wall in nighttime, the second one in light trap at forest
edge. Other specimens were collected in Sakhalin in mixed
forests up to 900 m a.s.1.
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Fig. 6. Forficulamikaclo (Burr, 1904) from Kunashir Island, Andreevskii,
male forceps. Photo by V.V. Dubatolov.

Puc. 6. Forficula mikado (Burr, 1904) c octposa Kynamup, Auppeces-
ckuit, kaemy camua. Goro B.B. Aybarososa.
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