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ABSTRACT: Studies on the cnidarian nervous system are usually dedicated to model
objects such as Hydra and Nematostella vectensis polyps or jellyfish of a few other species,
whereas data about other groups and life cycle stages are fragmentary. This study is focused
on the nervous system morphology of the mature Cassiopeia xamachana scyphopolyps and
during the planuloid formation. We revealed two main groups of the FMRFamide-
immunoreactive nerve elements in scyphopolyps. The neurites of the first group accompany
musculature in the body column, tentacles and hypostome. Neurites of the second group
form a weakly concentrated nerve ring at the margin of the oral disk, which may represent
integrative center of the animal. During the planuloid formation no FMRFamide-immu-
noreactive nerve elements from the mother polyp contribute to the growing bud. This
suggests that the FMRFamide-like component of the nervous system in the planuloid
develops independently after separation.
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РЕЗЮМЕ: Исследования нервной системы книдарий обычно посвящены медузам
или таким модельным объектам как полипы Hydra и Nematostella vectensis, в то время
как данные об иных группах или стадиях жизненного цикла фрагментарны. Данная
работа фокусируется на морфологии нервной системы взрослых сцифополипов
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Introduction

Cnidarian nervous systems are the object of
the intent attention of the scientific research
from the morphology, neurochemistry and neu-
rogenesis studies (Kass-Simon, Pierobon, 2007;
Satterlie, 2011; Rentzsch et al., 2017) to more
extensive questions of the nervous systems evo-
lution and its origin in Metazoa (Watanabe et
al., 2009; Arendt et al., 2016).

Nervous system in Cnidaria is considered to
be primitive and includes three elements: the
intraepithelially located cnidocytes, sensory
cells, and a net of neurons. The neurons can
concentrate in plexus-like structures, but never
form true ganglia (Satterlie, 2015).Organiza-
tion of the nervous system differs in two typical
cnidarian life forms – the polyp and the medusa
(or jellyfish). Jellyfish have multiple conduc-
tion systems controlling different types of their
behavior, such as swimming, feeding or defense
(Mackie, 2004; Satterlie, 2014). These systems
integrate in the so-called nerve rings, primitive
in Scyphozoa (Satterlie, Eichinger, 2014) and
well-developed in Hydrozoa (Koizumi et al.,
2015) and Cubozoa (Garm et al., 2007). The
nerve rings are formed by the dense circular
concentration of neurites at the bell margin.

The nervous system of a polyp, being rela-
tively simple, is studied in more detail, particu-
larly in the model species: the hydrozoan Hydra

and the anthozoan Nematostella vectensis. In
general polyps possess only one conducting
system: the sparse nerve net in the body column
and two well-distinguishable concentrations of
the nerve elements at the peduncle and at the
polyp head (Burnett, Diehl, 1964; Marlow et
al., 2009; Gründer, Assman, 2015). The basal
concentration is faint, whereas the head concen-
tration is more complex. It includes nerve ele-
ments concentration in the mouthparts, at the
oral disk, and near the tentacle bases. The latter
has the highest concentration and is sometimes
treated as a nerve ring. However it is still unclear
whether it functions as the integration center
and is homologous to the medusa nerve ring
(Matsuno, Kageyama, 1984; Koizumi, 2007).

Data on the polyps in other cnidarian taxa
are relatively poor, and only several studies are
focused on the nervous system. Among Cubo-
zoa only polyps of Tripedalia cystophora were
studied in detail using transmission electron
microscopy (TEM) (Chapman, 1978). They have
a dispersed nerve net in the body and two nerve
rings at the oral pole. One of these rings is
ectodermal, wherein another one is endoder-
mal, which is unique for cubopolyps.

In Scyphozoa the most studied species is
Aurelia aurita (Discomedusae: Semaeostome-
ae). In scyphopolyps of A. aurita the nervous
system was described using TEM (Chia et al.,
1984) and FMRFamide labeling (Sakaguchi et
al., 1999). The concentration of nerve elements

Cassiopeia xamachana и ее особенностях при развитии планулоидов. Мы выявили две
основных группы FMRFамид-иммунореактивных  нервных элементов у сцифополи-
пов. Нейриты первой группы сопровождают мускулатуру в теле, щупальцах и
гипостоме. Нейриты второй группы формируют на краю орального диска слабо
концентрированное нервное кольцо, которое может представлять собой интегратив-
ный центр животного. Во время формирования планулоида FMRFамид-иммуноре-
активные нервные элементы, участвующие в росте почки, не обнаруживаются. Это
может указывать на то, что FMRFамид-подобный компонент нервной системы в
планулоиде развивается независимо после отделения.
Как цитировать эту статью: Khabibulina V.R., Starunov V.V. 2020. FMRFamide
immunoreactive nervous system in the adult Cassiopeia xamachana scyphopolyp and at the
early stages of planuloid formation // Invert. Zool. Vol.17. No.4. P.371–384. doi: 10.15298/
invertzool.17.4.03

КЛЮЧЕВЫЕ СЛОВА: книдарии, нервная система, Scyphozoa, Cassiopeidae, муску-
латура, почкование.
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Fig. 1. Polyp and planuloid of Cassiopeia xamachana, alive specimens. A — polyp of C. xamachana with
developing planuloid. B — newly separated planuloid of C. xamachana. The anterior end of the planuloid
is marked with asterisk, black arrowheads label the photosymbyonts.
Scale bar: A — 1 mm; B — 0.5 mm.
Рис. 1. Полип и планулоид Cassiopeia xamachana, прижизненные фотографии. A — полип C.
xamachana с развивающимся планулоидом, B — недавно отделившийся планулоид C. xamachana.
Передний конец планулоида обозначен звездочкой, черные наконечники стрелок указывают на
фотосимбионтов.
Масштаб: A — 1 мм; B — 0,5 мм.

tion (Schiariti et al., 2008; Kienberger et al.,
2018). Recently we have studied the muscula-
ture of the Cassiopeia polyps (Khabibulina,
Starunov, 2019). Further study on the nervous
system organization in this species is important
not only for the comparative analysis, but also
because polyps of Cassiopeidae family have the
special type of budding (Arai, 1997). Instead of
the lateral budding, typical for other scyphozo-
ans, in which new polyps develop directly on the

is lower than in other cnidarian groups. Neurites
are most numerous at the oral disk, however
they never form a dense nerve ring. There are
also four groups of FMRFamide-immunoreac-
tive neurons, accompanying four longitudinal
septal muscle bands (Sakaguchi et al., 1999).

Data on the scyphopolyps morphology in
the order Rhizostomeae is limited to the de-
scription of the external anatomy of the polyps
and special features of their asexual propaga-
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mother organism (Adler, Jarms, 2009), they
produce ciliary stages — planuloids, which look
similar to the typical planula larva (Fig. 1A, B).
After a short period of swimming they settle
down and transform into the new polyps. The
development and metamorphosis of the Cassio-
peidae planuloids were studied previously his-
tologically (Bigelow, 1900) and with scanning
electron microscopy (Van Lieshout, Martin,
1992). Presence of the solitary neurons in plan-
uloids was also shown at the ultrastructural level
(Hofmann, Honegger, 1990), but their origin
and topology remain unknown.

This study is aimed to describe the nervous
system features of the C. xamachana Bigelow,
1982 scyphopolyps and at the early stages of the
planuloid development using immunolabeling
against FMRFamide neuropeptide. We revealed
two morphologically distinct groups in FMRFa-
mide immunoreactive nervous system of the
scyphopolyp.  We also found, that these nerve
elements were not involved in the planuloid
formation.

Material and methods

The culture of the Cassiopeia xamachana
Bigelow, 1982 was kept in artificial sea water
with a salinity of about 32–35‰ at room tem-
perature. Scyphopolyps were maintained in plas-
tic tanks (25x15x8 cm) and were fed with the
Artemia nauplii every two-three days, depend-
ing on the digestion time.

Specimens were anesthetized in 7.5%
MgCl2*6H2O and then fixed in 4% paraformal-
dehyde in 0,1M phosphate-buffered saline (PBS)
at room temperature for 1–2 hours. After fixa-

tion, the specimens were washed in Phosphate-
buffered saline + 1.5% Triton-X100 (PBT) for
30 minutes and then 3 times for 15 minutes.
After washing the specimens were incubated in
4M glycine in PBS for 1 hour and then washed
again in PBT 2 times for 15 minutes. Next, the
specimens were preincubated in 1.5% bovine
serum albumin (BSA) in PBS for 1–1.5 hours
and washed again in PBS 2 times for 15 minutes.
All incubations and washing steps were made at
the room temperature.

The preincubated specimens were incubat-
ed with the primary antibodiy to FMRFamide
(20091, Immunostar, diluted 1:1000 in PBS)
for 2 days at 4 °C. After the incubation polyps
were washed in PBS 3 times for 30 minutes and
then incubated with the secondary antibodies
Alexa Fluor 488 goat anti rabbit (A-11034,
Invitrogen) or CF633 donkey anti rabbit
(SAB4600132, Sigma) diluted 1:800 – 1:1000,
and with TRITC-conjugated phalloidin (Sigma,
P1951; dilution 1:100) in PBT for 2 days at
4 °C. After the last incubation specimens were
carefully washed in PBS at room temperature
and mounted in Mowiol 4-88 (Wurm et al,
2010). The confocal stacks were acquired using
Leica TCS SP5 Laser Scanning Confocal Mi-
croscope, and analyzed using Fiji (Schindelin et
al, 2012) and Adobe Photoshop. The schemes
were done with Inkscape 0.92 software.

Results

In the scyphopolyps of Cassiopeia xama-
chana elements labeled by FMRFamide anti-
body were situated irregularly and formed spe-
cific location patterns. The specific immunoreac-

Fig. 2. Polyps of Cassiopeia xamachana labeled with FMRFamide antibody (cyan) and TRITC-conjugated
phalloidin (red). A — the stalk of polyp, B–C — the sectors of polyp calyx with septal muscles, D — the
stalk to calyx transition of polyp, dotted line demarcates the place of septal muscle, E–F — the sectors of
the polyp calyx with solitary neurites. FMRFamide-like immunoreactive elements are pointed with
arrowheads.
Abbreviations:  sm — septal muscle bands, sn — septal neurites, sb — photosymbyonts cells. Scale bar: 100 µm.
Рис. 2. Полипы Cassiopeia xamachana меченные антителами к FMRFамиду (голубой) и TRITC-
конъюгированному фаллоидину (красный). A — стебелек полипа, B–C — участок чашечки полипа
с септальными мышцами, D — переход между стебельком и чашечкой полипа, пунктирная линия
обозначает место положения септальной мышцы, E–F — участки чашечки полипа с одиночными
нейритами. FMRF-амид-подобные иммунореактивные элементы указаны наконечниками стрелок.
Обозначения: sm — ленты септальных мышц, sn — септальные нейриты, sb — клетки фотосимбионтов.
Масштаб 100 мкм.
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Fig. 3. Perisarc and the base of stalk of the Cassiopeia xamachana polyp. Visible structures are visualized
due to autofluorescence under 633 nm laser of chlorophyll in fouling algae and chitin component in perisarc.
Рис. 3. Перисарк и основание стебелька полипа Cassiopeia xamachana. Видимые структуры визуали-
зированы благодаря автофлуоресценции хлорофилла водорослей-обрастателей и хитинового компо-
нента перисарка в свете 633-нм лазера.

smaller (Fig. 2D). Apart from the septal FMR-
Famide-like immunoreactive elements, thin lon-
gitudinal neurites are also observed in the polyp
body. These neurites run from the stalk (Fig.
2A), then disperse in the calyx to the oral disk
(Fig. 2E–F) without branching or rapproche-
ment. In the polyp peduncle the immunoreac-
tive elements are impossible to trace because of
the dense perisarc covering and autofluores-
cence of the microalgae fouling (Fig. 3).

At the oral disk near the basements of the
tentacles FMRFamide-like immunoreactive ele-
ments form a circumhypostomal ring-shaped clus-
ter — a nerve ring (Fig. 4A–C). The concentra-
tion of fibers in this circular cluster is the highest

tive reaction was detected only in cell processes,
and not in perikarya. We also noticed a high level
of background labeling. This is possibly caused
by non-specific binding of antibodies with the
numerous secretory cells and surface mucus.

In the polyp stalk FMRFamide-like immu-
noreactive elements are found predominantly
alongside the four septal muscular bands. Every
muscle band in the stalk is accompanied by 5–
6 fibers with large vesicles. They run in close
proximity with muscle fibers throughout the
stalk length (Fig. 2A) and then in the calyx (Fig.
2B–D). At the place of stalk-calyx transition the
septal neurites become thinner and their amount
decreases, the vesicles inside them become
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Fig. 4. The parts of oral disk and hypostome of the Cassiopeia xamachana polyp labeled with FMRFamide
antibody (cyan) and TRITC-conjugated phalloidin (red). A — musculature of the oral disk and the tentacle
bases, view from above, B — FMRFamide-like immunoreactive elements of the oral disk and the tentacle
bases, view from above, C — combined image of the musculature and FMRFamide-like immunoreactive
elements of the oral disk, D — the calyx sector near the oral disk, F — hypostome, the place of mouth opening
is marked with asterisk. The border of the nerve ring is demarcated by dotted line.
Abbreviations: hm — hypostomal muscles, hn — hypostomal neurites, odm — oral disk muscles, odn — oral disk
neurites, rm — ring muscle, sb — photosymbyonts cells, sm — septal muscle, tent — tentacles, tm — tentacle muscles.
Scale bar: 100 µm.
Рис. 4. Участки орального диска и гипостома полипов Cassiopeia xamachana меченные антителами
к FMRFамиду (голубой) и TRITC-конъюгированному фаллоидину (красный). A — мускулатура
орального диска и оснований щупалец, вид сверху, B — FMRFамид-подобные иммунореактивные
элементы орального диска и оснований щупалец, вид сверху, C — совмещенное изображение
FMRFамид-подобных иммунореактивных элементов и мускулатуры орального диска, D — участок
чашечки вблизи от орального диска, F — гипостом, место расположения ротового отверстия
обозначено звездочкой. Граница нервного кольца обозначена пунктирной линией.
Обозначения: hm — мышцы гипостома, hn — нейриты гипостома, odm — мышцы орального диска, odn —
нейриты орального диска, rm — кольцевая мускулатура, sb — клетки фотосимбионтов, sm — септальная
мускулатура, tent — щупальца, tm — мышцы щупалец. Масштаб 100 мкм.
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Fig. 5. The middle part of the Cassiopeia xamachana polyp tentacle. A — muscle processes of tentacle
labeled with TRITC-conjugated phalloidin, B — neurites in tentacle labeled with FMRFamide antibody.
Single FMRFamide-like immunoreactive elements are pointed with arrowheads.
Abbreviations: ed — the layer of tentacle epidermal cells, gdc — columnar gastrodermal cell of the tentacle, dotted line
demarcates the cell border, mp — muscle processes. Scale bar: 50 µm.
Рис. 5. Средняя часть щупальца полипа Cassiopeia xamachana. A — мышечные отростки щупальца
меченные TRITC-конъюгированным фаллоидином, B — нейриты в щупальце меченные антителами
к FMRFамиду. Отдельные FMRFамид-подобные иммунореактивные элементы указаны наконечни-
ками стрелок.
Обозначения: ed — слой эпидермальных клеток щупальца, gdc — столбчатая гастродермальная клетка щупаль-
ца, пунктирная линия обозначает границу клетки, mp — мышечные отростки. Масштаб 50 мкм.

During the planuloid development no FMR-
Famide-like immunoreactivity was found in the
growing bud evagination. The septal and soli-
tary longitudinal immunoreactive elements are
well-observed close to the site of the planuloid
growth in the calyx (Fig. 6A). They never change
their typical direction and do not form processes
to the growing planuloid, accompanying the
branching septal muscle fibers.

In the newly separated planuloid the FMR-
Famide-like immunoreactivity is very weak. No
immunoreactive elements were observed at the
posterior end that previously was connected to
the mother polyp. In the middle part only a few
thin longitudinal fibers are distinguishable (Fig.
6B), and their location does not strictly corre-
spond with the muscle fibers topology. At the
distal end of the planuloid there is a disperse
group of the FMRFamide-immunoreactive elon-

in the body. The net over the ring muscle (Fig.
4B) is so dense that individual cells are not distin-
guishable (Fig. 4A). On the side view of the polyp
calyx, the border of the nerve ring coincides with
the septal muscle endings (Fig. 4D). From the
nerve ring separate fibers branch out and enter the
tentacles. At the oral disk inward from the nerve
ring FMRFamide-like immunoreactive elements
with large vesicles form the loose net. The similar
FMRFamide-like elements are observed in the
hypostome (Fig. 4F) however the amount of the
fibers here is lower than in the oral disk. In both
oral disk and hypostome, there is no correspon-
dence between the direction of the FMRFamide-
like immunoreactive and muscular fibers.

In tentacles FMRFamide-like immunoreac-
tive elements form the diffuse meshwork (Fig.
5). They do not strictly follow the direction of
the muscle processes.
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Fig. 6. Forming and separated planuloids of Cassiopeia xamachana labeled with FMRFamide antibody
(cyan) and TRITC-conjugated phalloidin (red). A — the base of growing planuloid protrusion near the septal
muscle band of polyp, the approximate border between calyx and protrusion is marked with the intermittent
line, B — separated planuloid, C — the anterior end of the planuloid, green arrowheads point the possible
sensory cells. The anterior end of the planuloid marked with asterisk, the direction of planuloid growth is
shown with arrow, single FMRFamide-like immunoreactive elements are pointed with white arrow heads.
Abbreviations: bmf — branched off septal muscle fibers entering the growing planuloid, pm — planuloid muscles, sb —
photosymbyonts cells, sm — septal muscle band, sn — septal neurites. Scale bar: A — 100 µm; B, C — 50 µm.
Рис. 6. Формирующийся и отделившийся планулоиды Cassiopeia xamachana меченные антителами
к FMRFамиду (голубой) и TRITC-конъюгированному фаллоидину (красный). A — основание
выпячивания растущего планулоида вблизи септальной мышечной ленты полипа, приблизительная
граница между чашечкой и основанием выпячивания показана прерывистой линией, B — отделив-
шийся планулоид, C — передний конец планулоида, зеленые наконечники стрелок указывают на
вероятные сенсорные клетки. Передний конец планулоида обозначен звездочкой, направление роста
планулоида показано стрелкой, отдельные FMRF-амид-подобные иммунореактивные элементы
указаны наконечниками стрелок.
Обозначения: bmf — ответвившиеся от септальной мышцы волокна, проникающие в растущий планулоид, pm —
мышцы планулоида, sb — клетки фотосимбионтов, sm — септальная мышечная лента, sn — септальные
нейриты. Масштаб: A — 100 мкм; B, C — 50 мкм.
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Fig. 7. Scheme of the muscular and nervous system of the Cassiopeia xamachana polyp with growing
planuloid. Muscle elements are shown in grey lines, nervous system elements are shown in red intermittent
lines.
Abbreviations: bmf — branched off septal muscle fibers entering the growing planuloid, bn — body solitary neurites,
hm — hypostomal muscles, hn — hypostomal neurites, odm — oral disk muscles, odn — oral disk neurites, sm — septal
muscle band, sn — septal nerites.
Рис.7. Схема мышечной и нервной системы полипа Cassiopeia xamachana с растущим планулоидом.
Мышечные элементы показаны серыми линиями, элементы нервной системы показаны прерывисты-
ми красными линиями.
Обозначения: bmf — ответвившиеся от септальной мышцы волокна, проникающие в растущий планулоид, bn —
одиночные нейриты тела, hm — мышцы гипостома, hn — нейриты гипостома, odm — мышцы орального диска,
odn — нейриты орального диска, sm — септальная мышечная лента, sn — септальные нейриты.

Discussion

The scyphopolyps of Cassiopeia xamachana
have two groups of FMRFamide-immunoreac-
tive nerve elements (Fig. 7). The first group is the
neurites accompanying muscle elements in the
different body parts. The second group includes
circular neurites, concentrated in the nerve ring.

gated cells, located in the knot-like area (Fig.
6C). Despite the strong fluorescent signal, we
never observed any processes of these cells.

In all specimens the photosymbyonts Symbio-
dinium sp. typical for Cassiopeidae, were found.
The cells were detected due to autofluorescence
of algal chlorophyll in the same wavelength
band as the dye of the secondary antibodies.
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The first and most conspicuous part of the
body FMRFamide-like nerve elements are neu-
rites accompanying the four septal muscle bands.
Their location apparently suggests the involve-
ment of the FMRFamide-like nerve elements in
muscle activity control. This assumption may
be supported by the data on another cnidarian
species Hydractinia echinata, in which FMR-
Famide-immunoreactive neurons provide neu-
romodulation of the motor signal in smooth
muscles (Plickert, Schneider, 2004). The in-
volvement of the FMRFamide-immunoreactive
neuronal elements in the control of the swim-
ming muscle activity was also shown for scy-
phozoan jellyfish (Satterlie, Eichinger, 2014).

The second part of the body FMRFamide-
like nerve elements was found in the tentacles.
These neurites form diffuse net of short branched
processes without any sign of concentration.
Probably in this case FMRFamide-immunore-
active elements are also involved in neuromus-
cular interactions, transmitting the signal direct-
ly from the sensory cells in epidermis to the
short tentacle muscle fibers (Walker et al., 2009).

The third part of the body FMRFamide-like
nerve elements is located in the hypostome and
the surrounding region of the oral disk. In this
group the neurons also form a diffuse network,
but they have thicker processes than in the
tentacles, and are more numerous. These neu-
rons possibly regulate the complex movements
of the hypostome.

The second group of the FMRFamide-im-
munoreactive nerve elements is located at the
margin of the oral disk, near the tentacles bases,
where circumhypostomal nerve elements form
the nerve ring. Circular nerve structures at the
oral pole are found in polyp stages of the other
cnidarian groups (Watanabe et al., 2009). Sim-
ilar nerve concentrations are considered as the
nerve ring in Hydra (Koizumi, 2007; Hufnagel,
Kass-Simon, 2016), in Nematostella vectensis
(Marlow et al., 2009), and in Tripedalia cysto-
phora (Chapman, 1978). In all these cases neu-
rites in the nerve ring are located densely and
almost form nerve cords. On the contrary, in the
scyphopolyps — as it was shown for Aurelia
aurita (Sakaguchi et al., 1999) and in this study

for Cassiopeia xamachana — the density of
neuron processes is relatively low and they
never form a concentrated cord. However, this
cluster is the most condensed part of the nervous
system in the whole polyp body. In addition, the
neurites of septal, tentacle and hypostomal mus-
culature are probably interconnected with the
nerve ring. Thus, we can suppose that in scy-
phopolyps the nerve ring cluster may function
as an integrative center of the polyp the same
way as in other cnidarians.

In general, the FMRFamide-positive system
organization in the scyphopolyps is similar to
that in the Anthozoa. Part of the FMRFamide-
like neurites forms well-distinguishable longi-
tudinal patterns in the body column and co-
localizes with musculature.  The anthozoans
and scyphozoans share some similar morpho-
logical features of muscle system. Muscle ele-
ments are organized in functional groups: septal
muscle bands in the scyphopolyps (Chia et al.,
1984; Khabibulina, Starunov, 2019) or mesen-
terial columnar muscles in the anthopolyps (Jah-
nel et al., 2014). In both cases FMRFamide-like
neurons accompany these muscle groups (Mar-
low et al., 2009; this study). At the same time
similar neuronal structures were not found in the
Hydrozoa and the Cubozoa. Muscle fibers in
these polyps are more evenly dispersed in the
body column (Mueller, 1950; Chapman, 1978;
Leclère, Röttinger, 2017). Similarly, body
FMRFamide-like neurites in Hydrozoa or Cubo-
zoa are never organized in dense groups, but form
a diffuse net with the prevalence of the longitudi-
nally oriented nerve processes (Kass-Simon, Pier-
obon, 2007, Mayorova, Kosevich, 2013).

FMRFamide labeling was also shown in the
sensory cells of the jellyfish rhopalia (Scogh et
al., 2006; Nakanishi et al., 2009). Sensory func-
tion was also suggested for FMRFamide neu-
rons found in the ectodermal layer of the mature
planula larva (Martin, 1992; Nakanishi et al,
2008). Interestingly, the sensory cells are re-
placed by motor neurons during planula to pol-
yp metamorphosis and no FMRFamide-posi-
tive cells of sensory type were described in the
polyps to date (Martin, 2000; Mayorova, Ko-
sevich, 2013; Pennati et al., 2013). We also did
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not find sensory FMRFamide-like cells in C.
xamachana polyps. Nevertheless, we found the
region of the FMRF-positive cells at the anterior
end of the planuloid. The shape of these cells
and their location remind of the FMRFamide-
like sensory cells in the planulae. However, it is
difficult to determine the exact cell specifica-
tion because of the strong non-specific labeling
in this region.

Except for the FMRFamide-immunoreac-
tive cells at the anterior end the number of
FMRFamide-positive nerve elements in the plan-
uloid is extremely low. During its formation, the
nearest septal muscle noticeably reorganizes:
several muscle fibers branch off the muscle
band and enter the tissue protrusion of the de-
veloping planuloid. Nevertheless, we did not
observe any change in the number or location of
the FMRFamide-positive neurites near the site
of the planuloid growth. After the separation,
only a few very faint longitudinal nerve fibers
were revealed in the middle part of planuloid,
which is consistent with the ultrastructural data
(Hofmann, Honegger, 1990). Although the di-
rection of these solitary neurites coincides with
that of developing muscle fibers, the neurites do
not localize in the close proximity to the form-
ing muscle bands and may not provide a neuro-
motor function.

We can suggest that FMRFamide-positive
neurons of the mother polyp are not involved in
the planuloid growth. During the free-swim-
ming period FMRFamidergic nervous system
barely starts to form. The putative sensory cells
at the anterior end of the planuloid are probably
persisting until the moment of attachment, sim-
ilarly to the planula larvae (Martina, 2000). The
locomotion of the planuloid is ciliary, growing
muscles only provide slight body shape chang-
es. However, by the moment of settlement the
musculature of planuloid resembles that of the
polyp. Probably at this moment the active dif-
ferentiation of the neurons controlling the mus-
cular system takes place. In this way a new polyp
may relatively quickly proceed to the complex
feeding and stress behavior.

Thereby the FMRFamide-positive nervous
system in scyphopolyps of Cassiopeia xam-

achana is made up of two parts. The first part is
directly connected with the active muscular
elements such as septal, tentacle and hypostom-
al muscles, providing motor function, and also
includes solitary longitudinal elements in the
stalk and calyx. The second one is a relatively
loose nerve ring - the integration center of the
polyp, located at the oral disk.
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