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ABSTRACT: Brachiopods are marine invertebrates with a pelago-benthic life cycle. The
life cycle and structure of planktonic stages vary among brachiopod taxa. Many rhynchonel-
liform brachiopods, including those in the order Rhynchonellida, brood three-lobed larvae
(i.e., the cephalulae) in the mantle cavity. However, no cephalulae were found in the mantle
cavity of the rhynchonellid Hemithiris psittacea (Gmelin, 1791) from the White Sea. In this
research, artificial insemination and induced spawning were used to study the ontogeny of
H. psittacea from the White Sea Biological Station of Moscow State University (Kandalak-
shskii Bay of the White Sea). After fertilization, a thick egg envelope forms around the
zygote and adheres to the substrate. Cleavage, gastrulation, and formation of the three-
lobed cephalula occur within the egg envelope. A worm-like competent cephalula hatches
from the egg envelope and swims along the substrate rather than in the water column. The
cephalula of H. psittacea differs in structure from the terebratulid larva, which actively
swims in the water column. In contrast to terebratulid larva, the cephalula of H. psittacea
lacks the eyespots and has shorter and less abundant setae. Development of H. psittacea
from the White Sea proceeds in the external environment rather in the lophophore of the
female. These results are inconsistent with the published data on H. psittacea from the San
Juan Channel (Washington, USA), whose larvae develop outside the egg envelope in the
lophophore of the female. A possible explanation is that Hemithiris from the San Juan
Channel and from the White Sea represent separate species. The current report for H.
psittacea from the White Sea is the first to describe embryonization of larval development
for a rhynchonelliform.
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Introduction

Brachiopods are marine invertebrates with a
pelago-benthic life cycle. The adults are pro-
tected by a bivalved shell, which in most cases
is attached to the substrate by a pedicle. The
adults use their tentacle apparatus, the lopho-
phore, for feeding and respiration. Dispersal is
performed by planktonic larvae or juveniles
(Lüter, 2001a; Kuzmina et al., 2019). Aspects
of the life cycle and morphology of planktonic
stages vary among brachiopod taxa. Four types
of the planktonic stages have been recently
distinguished: chaetotrocha, cephalula, chae-
tolopha, and tegulolopha (Malakhov et al.,
2021). This terminological concept has been
used in the present paper.

The phylum Brachiopoda is divided into
three subphyla: Linguliformea, Craniiformea,
and Rhynchonelliformea (Williams et al., 1996).
The craniiforms have a calcareous shell without
articulation (Williams et al., 2000a). In the life
cycle of recent craniiforms, fertilization occurs
in the water column, the ciliary blastula hatches
from the egg envelope, and then the leci-
thotrophic larva, the chaetotrocha, forms (Niels-
en, 1991). The chaetotrocha is divided into a
rounded apical lobe with a ciliary band and a
body lobe with three pairs of bundles of larval
setae (Nielsen, 1991; Altenburger, Wanninger,
2010; Altenburger et al., 2013). The planktonic
development requires about 4 days (Nielsen,
1991). The craniiform life cycle possibly re-
sembles the life cycle of the brachiopod ances-
tor (Kuzmina et al., 2019).

РЕЗЮМЕ: Брахиоподы — морские беспозвоночные животные с пелаго-бентичес-
ким жизненным циклом. Жизненные циклы и строение планктонных стадий разли-
чаются в разных группах брахиопод. Для многих ринхонеллиформных брахиопод, в
том числе и представителей отряда Rhynchonellida, характерно вынашивание трех-
лопастных личинок, цефалул, в мантийной полости. Однако до сих не были обнару-
жены цефалулы в мантийной полости ринхонеллиды Hemithiris psittacea (Gmelin,
1791), обитающей в Белом море. В данной работе изучено развитие брахиоподы H.
psittacea, собранной в окрестностях Беломорской биологической станции МГУ
(Кандалакшский залив Белого моря), методом искусственного оплодотворения и
индукции нереста. Было показано, что после оплодотворения вокруг зиготы форми-
руются толстая яйцевая оболочка, которая прилипает ко дну. Под яйцевой оболочкой
происходит дробление, гаструляция и формирование трехлопастной цефалулы. Из
яйцевых оболочек выходит червеобразная компетентная цефалула и плавает вдоль
поверхности дна. Строение цефалул H. psittacea отличается от личинок теребрату-
лид, которые активно плавают в толще воды. Цефалулы H. psittacea лишены глазных
пятен, имеют укороченные малочисленные щетинки. Было показано, что развитие
данного вида происходит во внешней среде. Полученные результаты противоречат
данным относительно этого же вида брахиопод, собранного в канале Сан Хуан
(Вашингтон, США), для которого описано личиночное развитие вне яйцевых оболо-
чек в лофофоре материнской особи. Было предположено, что Hemithiris из канала
Сан Хуан и Белого моря представляют собой разные виды. В данной работе впервые
для ринхонеллиформных брахиопод был описан жизненный цикл с эмбрионизацией
личиночного развития.
Как цитировать эту статью: Kuzmina T.V. 2021. New data on the development of the
brachiopod Hemithiris psittacea (Rhynchonelliformea: Rhynchonellida) // Invert. Zool.
Vol.18. No.3. P.321–331. doi: 10.15298/invertzool.18.3.06

КЛЮЧЕВЫЕ СЛОВА: брахиоподы, личиночное развитие, цефалула, Hemithiris
psittacea, эмбрионизация.
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The linguliforms have an organophosphatic
inarticulate shell (Williams et al., 2000b). Re-
cent linguliforms are represented only by the
order Lingulida with two superfamilies: Lingu-
loidea and Discinoidea. The two superfamilies
differ substantially in biology: the lingulids live
in burrows, while the discinids use a short mus-
cular pedicle to attach to hard substrates (Emig,
1997). The recent discinids have three plank-
tonic stages in their life cycle. The first stage, the
two-lobed lecithotrophic larva (the cephalula),
hatches from its egg envelope and has a ciliary
band on the apical lobe and three pairs of long
larval setae on the body lobe (Chuang, 1977;
Freeman, 1999; Lüter, 2001a). In the water
column, the cephalula transforms into the sec-
ond stage, the chaetolopha, which is plank-
totrophic and has a rudimentary lophophore
(Chuang, 1977; Freeman, 1999). With the se-
cretion of a shell, the chaetolopha transforms
into the third developmental stage, the tegulol-
opha. In lingulids, the planktotrophic stage, the
tegulolopha, with a shell and a lophophore hatch-
es from the egg envelope, and grows and swims
in the water column (Yatsu, 1902). The linguli-
form tegulolopha swims for a several weeks
and then settles on the bottom (Yatsu, 1902;
Williams, Carlson, 2007). Researchers have
suggested that the lingulid life cycle is charac-
terized by the embryonization of all develop-
mental stages except for the tegulolopha and is
the most derived life cycle among all recent
brachiopods (Kuzmina et al., 2019; Malakhov
et al., 2021).

The rhynchonelliforms have a calcareous
shell, the posterior region of which has well-
developed complementary articulatory struc-
tures (Williams et al., 2000c). This subphylum
is the most widespread and diverse group among
brachiopods and contains three extant orders:
Rhynchonellida, Thecideida, and Terebratuli-
da. The life cycle of the recent rhynchonelli-
forms possibly evolved from the craniiform-
like life cycle (Kuzmina et al., 2019) and
includes the lecithotrophic larval stage, the
cephalula. The rhynchonelliform cephalula
consists of three lobes: an apical lobe with a
ciliary band, a mantle lobe with two pairs of

setal bundles, and a pedicle lobe (Kovalevsky,
1874, 1883; Conklin, 1902; Percival, 1944,
1960; Malakhov, 1976, 1983; Kuzmina et al.,
2019). Most rhynchonelliforms are gonocho-
ristic and exhibit external fertilization in the
water column. The ciliary blastula or early
gastrula hatches from the egg envelope (Chua-
ng, 1996; Pennington et al., 1999; Lüter, 2000;
D’Hondt, Franzen, 2001; Kuzmina et al., 2019).
In the water column, the gastrula gradually
transforms into the three-lobed cephalula,
which swims in the water column for 3 or 4
days before it settles and attaches to the sub-
strate by its pedicle lobe. The mantle lobe then
reverses and envelops the apical lobe (Per-
cival, 1960; Stricker, Reed, 1985; Chuang,
1996; Pennington et al., 1999).

In some rhynchonelliforms, however, this
life cycle is transformed in that fertilization
occurs and larvae are brooded in the mantle
cavity (Kovalevsky, 1874; Shipley, 1883;
Hoverd, 1985; Lüter, 2001b; Seidel et al., 2012;
Kaulfuss et al., 2013). For instance, the brood-
ing of larvae on the brachial fold of the lopho-
phore has been documented for Notosaria nig-
ricans (Sowerby, 1846) (Rhynchonellida),
which has a spirolophous lophophore (Hoverd,
1985). Long (1964) reported that another rhyn-
chonellid, Hemithiris psittacea (Gmelin, 1791)
(collected from the San Juan Channel, Wash-
ington, USA), also broods its larvae in the
lophophore. However, although the larvae of H.
psittacea from the White Sea Biological Station
of Moscow State University have been fre-
quently examined by researchers and students,
the larvae have never been observed in the
lophophore or in the plankton (unpublished
observations). The life cycle of H. psittacea
therefore requires detailed examination.

The current report describes the develop-
ment of larvae of the rhynchonellid brachiopod
H. psittacea from the White Sea. Data on the
ontogeny of recent rhynchonelliforms are also
analyzed. Finally, possible explanation for the
differences in the development of H. psittacea
collected in the San Juan Channel and the White
Sea is considered.



324 T.V. Kuzmina

Materials and methods

H. psittacea is a gonochoristic species with-
out sexual dimorphism. Sixty adults of H. psit-
tacea were collected at a depth of 9 m in August
2020 at the White Sea Biological Station of
Moscow State University (Kandalakshskii Bay
of the White Sea). The specimens were kept in
sea water in the laboratory conditions at 2–4 °C.
Development was studied by two methods: arti-
ficial insemination and spawning induction.

The male and female gonads of H. psittacea
are located in the coelomic canals of the mantle.
For the artificial insemination, the valves were
opened, and using a Pasteur pipette oocytes and
sperm were obtained from the ovary and testis,
respectively. The oocytes were washed with
two changes of filtered sea water and were kept
at 2–4 °C for 6 h to enable the shedding of the
follicle cells and the breakdown of germinal
vesicles in the eggs. The sperm was kept for 15
min at 4 °C. Sperm motility was monitored by
light microscopy. Five milliliters of a sperm
suspension was added to 300 ml of filtered sea
water with the eggs. In 1 h, the zygotes were
washed three times with filtered sea water. The
embryos were kept in 300 ml glass vessels at a
concentration of 1 larva per 3 mm³ of water (2–
4 °C). The water was changed once each day.
When the competent larvae formed, stones were
placed in the vessels for the larval settlement.

Spawning was induced by adding sperm,
obtained as described in the previous para-
graph, to the 300 ml vessel containing 4 females
at 2 °C. After 5 h, the vessel with females was
washed three times with filtered sea water.

The eggs, embryos, and larvae were studied
and photographed with a Zeiss Axioplan 2 light
microscope equipped with Axioplan2 digital
camera. The larvae and settled juveniles were
studied and photographed with a Leica M165C
stereo microscope equipped with a Leica
DFC420 digital camera.

For scanning electron microscopy (SEM),
the larvae were fixed in 2.5% phosphate-buff-
ered glutaraldehyde. After the samples were
further treated using standard SEM techniques,
they were examined and photographed with a
Vega3 Tescan scanning electron microscope.

Results

Spawning was induced by adding sperm to a
vessel containing females. While spawning, the
female slightly opens its valves and discharges
unfertilized oocytes from the middle of the shell
with the exhalant flow onto the surrounding
substrate (Fig. 1A–B). The released oocytes are
160 µm in diameter and lack the follicular cells
and the germinal vesicle, i.e., they are ready for
fertilization.

Fig. 1. The spawning of Hemithiris psittacea (light
microscopy). A — spawning of oocytes; B — the
released oocytes on the substrate.
Abbreviations: dv — dorsal valve; vv — ventral valve;
arrows indicate released oocytes.
Рис. 1. Нерест Hemithiris psittacea (световая мик-
роскопия). A — выброс ооцитов; B — выделен-
ные ооциты на субстрате.
Обозначения: dv — дорсальная створка; vv — вент-
ральная створка раковины; стрелки указывают на вы-
ходящие ооциты.
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Fig. 2. Development of Hemithiris psittacea (light microscopy). A — the oocyte extracted from ovaries; B —
the oocyte that breaks down follicular cells; C — the zygote covered by the egg envelope; D — two-cell
embryo; E — four-cell embryo; F — blastula; G — early three-lobed cephalula in the egg envelope, lateral
view; H — early three-lobed cephalula in the egg envelope, dorsal view; I — competent three-lobed
cephalula.
Abbreviations: al — apical lobe; en — egg envelope; fe — follicular envelope; ml — mantle lobe; pb — polar body; pl —
pedicle lobe; se — setae.
Рис. 2. Развитие Hemithiris psittacea (световая микроскопия). А — ооцит, выделенный из яичника; B —
ооцит, сбросивший фолликулярную оболочку; C — зигота, покрытая оболочкой; D — стадия двух
бластомеров; E — стадия четырех бластомеров; F — бластула; G — ранняя трехлопастная цефалула
в яйцевой оболочке, вид сбоку; H — ранняя трехлопастная цефалула в яйцевой оболочке, вид с
дорсальной стороны; I — компетентная трехлопастная цефалула.
Обозначения: al — передняя лопасть; en — яйцевая оболочка; fe — фолликулярная оболочка; ml — мантийная
лопасть; pb — редукционное тельце; pl — ножная лопасть; se — щетинки.
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All developmental stages were studied us-
ing the artificial insemination. The oocytes ex-
tracted from ovaries are enveloped by follicular
cells and contain readily observed germinal
vesicles (Fig. 2A). The mature oocytes are about
160 µm in diameter. Before fertilization, the
oocytes shed the follicular cells, and the germi-
nal vesicle breaks down (Fig. 2B). At 10 min-
utes after fertilization, the zygotes become cov-
ered with an envelope that is up to 20 µm thick,
and a pair of polar bodies then forms (Fig. 2C).
Further development occurred under the egg
envelope, which adhered to the bottom of the
glass vessel. Cleavage is total and equal (Fig.
2D–F). The first and the second cleavages are
meridional and perpendicular to each other (Fig.
2D–E). A blastula about 180 µm in diameter
forms about 21 hours after fertilization (Fig.
2F). Within the egg envelope, gastrulation oc-
curs, the blastopore closes, and the two-lobed
stage composed of the apical and body lobes
forms. At about 170 hours after fertilization, a
three-lobed larva that is about 200 µm long and
is composed of the apical, mantle, and the pedi-
cle lobes forms within the egg envelope. The
setae at this stage are absent (Fig. 2G–H). The
larva begins to move and rotate inside the egg
envelope using the cilia covering the apical
lobe. At about 300 hours after fertilization, a
three-lobed competent larva, the cephalula,
hatches from the egg envelope (Fig. 2I).

The cephalula is wormlike and about 250
µm long (Figs 2I, 3). The apical lobe is about 85
µm long and is completely covered with cilia; a
ciliary band runs along the margin of the apical
lobe (Figs 2I, 3A–C). Irregularly shaped cells
are located under the apical lobe (Fig. 3C–D).
The apical lobe lacks eyespots. The mantle lobe
is elongated, with ring-shaped transverse con-
strictions (Fig. 2I). The ventral side of the man-
tle lobe is considerably longer than the dorsal
side (Fig. 3C). The ventral side of the mantle
lobe is about 105 µm long, and the dorsal side of
the mantle lobe is about 70 µm long. The surface
of the mantle lobe is sparsely covered with cilia;
the ciliary band runs along the midline of the
ventral side but does not reach the margin of the
mantle lobe (Fig. 3A, C). Two pairs of spinose

setal bundles form at this stage. One pair is
located on the dorsal side of the mantle, and the
other pair is located on the lateral sides of the
mantle. The setae are few in number (from 1 to
3 setae in a bundle) and are very short, i.e., < 35
µm long (Fig. 3E). The pedicle lobe is about 60
µm long and has a constriction on the dorsal side
(Fig. 3C). The surface of the pedicle lobe is
sparsely covered with cilia.

The competent cephalula of H. psittacea
does not rise into the water column and swims
only near the bottom (Fig. 4A). At about 19 days
after fertilization, metamorphosing stages were
evident. The larva selects a location on the
substrate to which it attaches with its pedicle
lobe; the mantle then gradually reverses and
envelopes the apical lobe (Fig. 4B). At about 22
days after fertilization, the mouth opens in the
middle of the apical lobe, and at about 26 days
after fertilization, the rudiment of the brachial
fold forms above the mouth, and the rudiments
of the first pair of tentacles form on either side
of the mouth (Fig. 4C). The shell is secreted on
the external mantle surface (Fig. 4C–D). The
larval setae are shed at this stage.

Discussion

In the current study, H. psittacea collected at
9 m depth developed in the laboratory at 2–
4 °C; this temperature corresponds to that of the
shallow water layer (0–10 m depth) in Kan-
dalakshskii Bay of the White Sea in June and in
October–November (Prudkovsky et al., 2019).
The development of H. psittacea from the San
Juan Channel was studied by the method of
artificial insemination by Freeman (2003) at
10–12 °C and by Long (1964) at 10 °C; H.
psittacea in the San Juan Channel breeds in
December and January (Long, 1964). The de-
velopment of H. psittacea from fertilization to
metamorphosis required 19 days according to
our data, 12 days according to Freeman (2003),
and 8 days according to Long (1964). The
differences in the duration of the initial ontoge-
netic stages is probably the result of tempera-
ture, and development presumably takes longer
in the White Sea than in the San Juan Channel
because the water is colder in the White Sea.
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Fig. 3. Competent cephalula of Hemithiris psittacea (SEM). A — ventral view; B — dorsal view; C — lateral
view; D — the irregularly shaped cells of the lower surface of the apical lobe; E — spinose setae.
Abbreviations: acb — ciliary band of apical lobe; al — apical lobe; dm — dorsal part of mantle lobe; ml — mantle lobe;
pl — pedicle lobe; se — setae; vcb — ventral ciliary band.
Рис. 3. Компетентная цефалула Hemithiris psittacea (СЭМ). A — вид с вентральной стороны; B — вид
с дорсальной стороны; C — вид сбоку; D — клетки неправильной формы на нижней поверхности
апикальной лопасти; E — игольчатые щетинки.
Обозначения: acb — ресничный шнур на апикальной лопасти; al — апикальная лопасть; dm — дорсальная часть
мантийной лопасти; ml — мантийная лопасть; pl — ножная лопасть; se — щетинки; vcb — вентральный
ресничный шнур.
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Fig. 4. Settlement and metamorphosis of Hemithiris psittacea (light microscopy). A — competent cephalula
chooses a place on the substrate for settlement (photo by A. Prudkovsky); B — the mantle of the cephalula
reverses after settlement(photo by A. Prudkovsky); C — juvenile with opened valves, D — juvenile with
closed valves.
Abbreviations: al — apical lobe; dv — dorsal valve; er — rudiment of brachial fold; m — mouth; rv — reversed mantle;
tr — tentacle rudiment; vv — ventral valve.
Рис. 4. Оседание и метаморфоз Hemithiris psittacea (световая микроскопия). А — компетентная
личинка выбирает место для оседания (фото А. Прудковского); B — мантия выворачивается после
оседания (фото А. Прудковского); C — ювениль с приоткрытыми створками; D — ювениль с
закрытыми створками раковины.
Обозначения: al — апикальная лопасть; dv — дорсальная створка; er — зачаток брахиальной складки; m — рот;
rv — вывернутая мантия; tr — зачаток щупальца; vv — вентральная створка раковины.

As described here, the general structure of
the competent larvae, cephalulae, of the rhyn-
chonellid H. psittacea resembles that of other
rhynchonelliforms, e.g., the terebratulid Cop-
tothyris grayi (Hirai, Fukushi, 1960; Kuzmina
et al., 2019). The larva is composed of the
apical, mantle, and pedicle lobes. Like the ceph-

alula of H. psittacea from the San Juan Channel
(Long, 1964), the cephalula of H. psittacea
from the White Sea has an elongate, wormlike
body. In rhynchonelliforms, the cephalula cilia
are located on the apical lobe and form a ciliary
band, which is better developed in C. grayi than
in the H. psittacea from the White Sea. The
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mantle of the rhynchonelliform cephalula bears
two pairs of setal bundles; the setae of H. psit-
tacea are less abundant and shorter than those of
C. grayi, which has two pairs of massive setal
bundles that are 2.5 times longer than the pedi-
cle lobe (Hirai, Fukushi, 1960; Kuzmina et al.,
2019). The differences in the cephalula struc-
ture of H. psittacea and C. grayi is probably
related to their mode of life. The cephalulae of
C. grayi and of most of other terebratulids
actively swim in the water column and use their
long setae for buoyancy and protection (Will-
iams et al., 1997). In contrast, the cephalulae of
the studied H. psittacea lives exclusively near
the bottom and are worm-like; their short setae
are not used for swimming and may have only
sensory and protective functions. The presence
of eyespots on the apical lobe is the characteris-
tic feature of the most rhynchonelliform cepha-
lulae (Williams et al., 1997; Lüter, 2007) and
may be an ancestral character of rhynchonelli-
forms. All recent rhynchonellid cephalulae lack
the eyespots (Williams et al., 1997). This may
be explained by the brooding in the mantle
cavity in some rhynchonellid species (Percival,
1960; Hoverd, 1985; Lüter, 2001b), or by exter-
nal development in the egg envelope, as in H.
psittacea from the White Sea, because in both
cases the larvae do not need light for the orien-
tation in the water column.

In H. psittacea, irregularly shaped cells are
located on the apical lobe. Their size and form
differ from the undulating row of large cells on
the apical lobe of other rhynchonellid larvae
(Lüter, 2001b). However, they possibly have
the same function as the vesicular bodies on the
apical lobe of terebratulids (Long, 1964; Strick-
er, Reed, 1985; Kuzmina et al., 2019).

The spawning induction assay revealed that
H. psittacea from the White sea does not devel-
op in the parental lophophore, as was previously
recorded for H. psittacea in the San Juan Chan-
nel (Long, 1964), but on the substrate surround-
ing the female. The current study also revealed
that H. psittacea development occurs within the
thick egg envelope until the stage of the compe-
tent larva. These results contradict the previous-
ly published finding that the cephalula of H.

psittacea hatches from the egg envelope at the
blastula stage (Long, 1964; Freeman, 2003), as
is known for the other rhynchonelliforms (Pen-
nington et al., 1999; D’Hondt, Franzen, 2001;
Kuzmina et al., 2019). It follows that the cur-
rent report is the first to describe the embryon-
ization of larval development in Rhynchonelli-
da (Rhynchonelliformea). Such embryoniza-
tion of larval development is also typical for
recent linguliforms; in this development, a
ciliary cephalula (Discinidae) or tegulolopha
(Lingulidae) hatches from the egg envelope
(Yatsu, 1902; Freeman, 1999; Lüter, 2001a).
In craniiforms and most rhynchonelliforms, in
contrast, the ciliary blastula or early gastrula
hatches from the egg envelope (Chuang, 1996;
Pennington et al., 1999; Nielsen, 1991; Will-
iams et al., 1997; D’Hondt, Franzen, 2001;
Kuzmina et al., 2019). Embryonization of lar-
val development probably arose independent-
ly in different brachiopod subphyla. In Lingu-
liformea, the planktonic stage of the life cycle
is prolonged due to the lifting of juveniles into
the water column, where they begin to swim,
feed, and disperse, while their larval develop-
ment was retained to the egg envelope (Kuzmi-
na et al., 2019). The embryonization of larval
development in H. psittacea is probably the
result of the necessity of protect the ontogenet-
ic stages under the egg envelopes, because the
development takes a long period of time in
cold water of the White Sea.

Before the present investigation, two types
of life cycles were known for Rhynchonelli-
formea: a life cycle characterized by external
fertilization and development in the water col-
umn, and a life cycle characterized by the fertil-
ization and the brooding of larvae in the mantle
cavity. The plesiomorphic life cycle of recent
Rhynchonelliformea probably included exter-
nal fertilization, a free-swimming blastula, gas-
trula, and three-lobed cephalula, which swam in
the water column and reversed its mantle upon
settlement. This life cycle characterizes most of
the recent brachiopods in the order Terebratul-
ida (Chuang, 1996; Pennington et al., 1999;
D’Hondt, Franzen, 2001; Kuzmina et al., 2019).
In contrast, all brachiopods in the order Theci-
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deida (Lacaze-Duthiers, 1861; Lüter, 2007;
Seidel et al., 2012), most rhynchonellids (Long,
1964; Hoverd, 1985; Lüter, 2001b), and some
terebratulids (Kowalewsky, 1874; Shipley,
1883; Swedmark, 1967; Kaulfuss et al., 2013)
brood the larvae in the mantle cavity. Brooding
probably arose independently in these orders
(e.g., see Kaulfuss et al., 2013). In most cases,
brooding is known for micromorphic brachio-
pods and is necessary to decrease the loss of
gametes and larvae and to maximize the chances
of successful fertilization (Williams et al., 1997;
Lüter, 2001b; Kaulfuss et al., 2013). In Rhyn-
chonellida, brooding was found in the lopho-
phore (Long, 1964; Hoverd, 1985) and on the
mantle (Lüter, 2001b) without the formation of
specialized brooding chambers. The present
paper provides the first report of external fertil-
ization and larval development within the egg
envelope for a rhynchonelliform brachiopod,
i.e., H. psittacea in the order Rhynchonellida.
This type of development is probably transi-
tional to the brooding of larvae in the mantle
cavity, which is characteristic of other rhyn-
chonellids.

Why is it that H. psittacea from the San Juan
Channel broods its larvae in the lophophore
(Long, 1964), while H. psittacea from the White
Sea has external fertilization with larval devel-
opment within the egg envelope (the current
study)? A possible explanation is that Hemith-
iris from the San Juan Channel and from the
White Sea represent separate species, which
should be tested with molecular methods.
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