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ABSTRACT: The family Tealidae Hertwig, 1882 is reinstated to include the genera Ur-
ticina and Cribrinopsis, formerly assigned to Actiniidae, and Urtibrina gen.n. Members
of this family have mesenteries with a strong tendency toward decamerous arrangement.
Sequences of 16S rRNA of all included species have long insertion termed here as “Teal-
idae-insertion”, which is unique to the family. The new genus Urtibrina gen.n. is created
for Urticina clandestina and a new species Urtibrina rimicola sp.n., both recorded from
British Columbia, Canada and Washington State, USA. The genus Urtibrina gen.n. has all
the features of Urticina but differs from it in possessing gonads on the mesenteries of all
cycles and is supported by molecular analysis.
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PE3IOME: Boccranosneno cemeiictBo Tealidae Hertwig, 1882. B ero cocraB BKIIIOYEHBI
Urticina w Cribrinopsis, kotTopsle panee orHocuiu B Actiniidae, u Urtibrina gen.n. Busl
9TOTO CEMEHCTBA XapaKTePU3yIOTCSl CUIIbHON TEHCHIMEH K JIeKaMEepPHOW OpraHU3aIliu
Me3eHnTepreB. CukBeHCH 16S rRNA Bcex BXOISIINX B COCTaB CeMEHCTBAa BUIOB UMEIOT
JUIMHHYIO ¥ YHUKaJIbHYIO JJIsl CeMEHCTBa BCTABKY, KOTOPYIO Mbl Ha3BaJld «TEaJMUIHON
BcTaBkoi». HoBblit pon Urtibrina gen.n. co3maH Ijisl paHee u3BecTHoro Buma Urticina
clandestina v nnst HoBoro Buna Urtibrina rimicola sp.n. O6a Buia u3BecTHb n3 bpuranckoii
Konym6uu, Kanana, u mrrara Bamuarron, CILLA. Pox Urtibrina gen.n. XxapakTepu3yeTcst
BCEMH MpHU3HaKaMu poaa Urticing, HO OTITMYAETCS OT HETrO HATMYHEM FOHAT Ha ME3EHTEPUIX
BCEX IUKJIOB U TOJIEPIKAH MOJISKYIISIPHBIMH JaHHBIMH.

Kak nutupoBars 3ty ctarsio: Sanamyan N.P., Sanamyan K.E., McDaniel N.G., Kukhlevskiy
A.D., Bocharova E.S. 2025. A new genus and species of sea anemone (Cnidaria: Actiniaria)
related to Urticina, with the reinstated family Tealidae Hertwig, 1882 and keys to genera and
species// Invert.Zool. Vol.21.No.2.P.219-236, Suppl. data. doi: 10.15298/invertzool.22.2.01

KJIFOUEBBIE CJIOBA: aktunum, moinekynspHas cunHaromopdus, Ceepo-Boctounas
[Manuduka, cemeiictso Tealidae, Cnidaria, Anthozoa, Actiniaria, Urtibrina gen.n., Urtibrina

rimicola sp.n.

Introduction

This work expands upon our publications
on sea anemones of the genera Urticina and
Cribrinopsis in general, and on sea anemones
of British Columbia in particular (Sanamyan,
Sanamyan, 2006; Sanamyan et al., 2013, 2019,
2020). Members of these genera received much
attention during recent decades, especially fol-
lowing the publication of Sanamyan & Sana-
myan (2006) who demonstrated that Urticina
and Cribrinopsis species inhabiting North Pa-
cific waters differ specifically from the species
originally described from North Atlantic and
European waters. Later it became clear that the
diversity of this very interesting group of species
is strongly underestimated. Underwater in-situ
photographs of collected specimens proved
to be especially useful in revealing diversity
among these anemones. In the introduction of
Sanamyan et al. (2013) we wrote that numerous
underwater photographs of sea anemones taken
by one of us (N. McDaniel) in British Columbia
revealed that sea anemones in this region are
more diverse than was thought previously, with
several species which have not been assigned to
any known species. Descriptions of some of these
species were published (Sanamyan et al., 2013,

2018,2019) and in the present work we describe
another new species, Urtibrina rimicola sp.n.,
erect a new genus Urtibrina gen.n. for it and for
Urticina clandestina, previously described from
the sameregion, and reinstate the family Tealidae
for Urticina, Cribrinopsis and Urtibrina gen.n.

Material and methods

The specimens of Urtibrina rimicola sp.n. de-
scribed in the present paper were photographed in-
situ underwater to record color, external appearance,
position on the substrate and to assess the degree of
variation in these features. Clippings of tissue of each
freshly collected specimen were fixed in 95% etOH for
molecular study. Collected specimens were fixed in
seawater formalin and one specimen (KBPGI 510/2),
in Davidson’s solution. Later they were transferred to
70% ethanol for long term storage. In addition, the
following material was examined: Urtibrina clan-
destina (holotype ZIN 11328 and paratypes KBPGI
415/1,416/2 (cnidae of the tentacles reexamined) and
specimens KBPGI 503/3, 504/4 (sequenced); Aulac-
tiniavancouverensis (KBPGI 505/4, sequenced). The
histological methods and terminology are the same as
inourprevious papers (see, e.g. Sanamyanet al.,2021).

The mitochondrial and nuclear gene fragments
were amplified using published primers and protocols
for 16S rRNA and COIII (Geller, Walton 2001), 12S
rRNA (Bocharova, 2015), 18S rRNA and 28S rRNA
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(Sanamyan et al., 2018). A dataset containing 197
taxa (270 sequences in final concatenated datasheet,
Supplementary Table 1) was used. It is based largely
ondatasets published by previous authors (in particular
Dalyetal.,2008,2017; Larson, Daly,2016; Sanamyan
et al., 2021) and some newly generated sequences.
The sequences were aligned using the Mafft v7.409
with E-INS-i algorithm and “—maxiterate 1000”
option (Katoh, Standley, 2013). Alignments were
inspected and edited manually in AliView v.1.24
(Larsson,2014). AML tree was generated by IQ-TREE
v.1.6.12 (Nguyen et al., 2015) using automatic model
selection (Kalyaanamoorthy ez al.,2017) and ultrafast
bootstrap approximation (Hoang et al.,2018). Bayes-
ian estimation of posterior probability was performed
in MPI (fast multithread) version of MrBayes 3.2.7a
compiled from source code (Ronquist et al., 2012).
Two parallel runs each comprising six Markov chains
were run for 107 generations and sampled at intervals
of 500 generations. To view, edit and print final trees
MEGA7 (Kumar et al., 2016) was used.

The holotype is deposited in the Zoological
Institute (St. Petersburg, ZIN), a paratype, in Ka-
mchatka Branch of Pacific Geographical Institute
(Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky, KBPGI).

Taxonomy

Order Actiniaria
Family Tealidae Hertwig, 1882

DIAGNOSIS. Actiniaria with well developed
pedal disc. No acontia. Mesenteries not divisible in
macro- and microcnemes. Sphincter muscle endo-
dermal, strong, circumscribed. Tentacles arranged in
circles withno more than one tentacle communicating
with each endo- and exocoel. Column with adhesive to
non-adhesive verrucae or smooth. Acrorhaginot pres-
ent. Mesenteries have strong tendency to decamerous
arrangement. Cnidom includes spirocysts, holotrichs,
basitrichs, b-mastigophores, p-mastigophores A, and
p-mastigophores B1. Sequences of 16S rRNA of all
included species have long (25bp) and unique for the
family “Tealidae-insertion” CGTCCTCAGGGTC-
GACCCTTAGGGC (see Molecular data section
below).

Type genus: Tealia Gosse, 1858.

Included genera: Urticina Ehrenberg, 1834 (senior
objective synonym of Tealia Gosse, 1858), Cribrinop-
sis Carlgren, 1921 and Urtibrina gen.n.

Accumulated information on the diversity of
species of Urticina, Cribrinopsis and, now, Urtibrina
gen.n., is extensive and the morphology of a large
proportion of species has been well studied by modern
authors. The morphology of these species, especially
a strong tendency to acquire decamerous symmetry

(with some variations; formation of decamerous
symmetry is discussed in Sanamyan et al., 2019),
suggests that these genera deserve separation from
Actiniidae into their own family. Many species of this
group were sequenced and molecular data also show
that they are closely related and form a monophyletic
clade. Based on the morphological and molecular
data, in the present work we remove Urticina and
Cribrinopsis from Actiniidae and reinstate the family
Tealidae Hertwig, 1882 for them.

Hertwig (1882:35) created the family Tealidae and
stated thathe takes “the structure of Tealia crassicornis
as the paradigm for its definition”. He also wrote: “the
most important feature of the family is, I consider, the
extremely characteristic circular muscle, which can
be recognised with the naked eye, as a thick swelling
on the inner side of the wall. In transverse section it
shows a circular or oval figure, fastened on one side
to the wall [...]”. Actually he described what is now
termed “strong endodermal circumscribed sphincter
muscle”. He also stated that he “entirely disregarded
the nature of the surface of the body, so that forms
both with smooth and with warty walls may find their
place in the family”. Although both features indeed
are characteristic for the family Tealidae in its current
sense, Hertwig’s definition has only historical interest.
The only important fact is that he created the new
family name Tealidae for Tealia.

Nomenclatural notes on family name. (Interna-
tional Code of Zoological Nomenclature, ICZN, 1999
is referred below as “Code”, its articles as “Article
...”). The first family created for the genus currently
known as Urticina was Bunodidae Gosse, 1858. Its
type genus, Bunodes Gosse, 1855, is the senior objec-
tive synonym of Urticina. However, Bunodes Gosse,
1855 is preoccupied by Bunodes Eichwald, 1854
(order Xiphosura) and therefore, Bunodidae Gosse,
1858 is invalid (see Article 39) and cannot be used.
The next available family is Tealidae Hertwig, 1882,
type genus Tealia Gosse, 1858, the junior objective
synonym of Urticina. This family name is available
and, as shown below, is valid.

McMurrich (1901) created the family Cribrini-
dae McMurrich, 1901 with the type genus Cribrina
Ehrenberg, 1834, a subjective (and treated as junior)
synonym of Urticina. He recognized that Tealidae
Hertwig, 1882 has priority but considered “the name
Tealiidae for the family is inadmissible since Tealia
isanomen delendum” (McMurrich, 1901: 15). There
is no term “nomen delendum” in the current Code.
In fact, McMurrich (1901) replaced Tealidae with
Cribrinidae because he considered the name Tealia
to be a junior synonym. According to Article 40.1,
when the name of a type genus is considered to be a
junior synonym, the family-group name is not to be
replaced. Article 40.2 gives an exception for family
names replaced before 1961 if they are in prevailing
usage, but since Cribrinidae currently is not in usage
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(itwas synonymized with Actiniidae Rafinesque, 1815
by Stephenson, 1922 and notrecognized as valid since
that time) this article could not be applied to validate
Cribrinidae. Thus, the valid family name is Tealidae,
not Cribrinidae.

Finally, it is necessary to discuss the spelling of
the family name. Originally it was spelled as Teali-
dae (stem Teal- and suffix -idae), but subsequently
sometimes as Tealiidae (stem 7eali- and suffix -idae,
e.g. by McMurrich, 1901). The genus 7ealia is named
after a person (Mr. Thomas Pridgin Teale, see Gosse,
1860: 207). When the name is derived from the name
of person and is not a Latin or Greek word the stem is
determined according to Article 29.3.3. It states that
in such cases the stem “is that adopted by the author
who establishes the new family-group taxon”. Thus,
the original spelling Tealidae, with one “i”, is valid
and should not be replaced with Tealiidae.

Genus Urtibrina gen.n.

Type species: Urticina clandestina Sanamyan,
Sanamyan et McDaniel, 2013, designated herein. Other
species included: Urtibrina rimicola sp.n.

DIAGNOSIS. Tealidae. Mesenteries decamer-
ously arranged. Mesenteries of all orders fertile.
Basitrichs in actinopharynx much larger than those
in tentacles and size ranges do not overlap. About
the same number of mesenteries proximally and
distally. Cnidom: spirocysts, holotrichs, basitrichs,
p-mastigophores A, and p-mastigophores B1.

DIFFERENTIAL DIAGNOSIS. Urtibrina gen.n.
differs from Urticina in the presence of gonads on the
mesenteries of the first cycle; in Urticina the firstcycle
issterile. Urtibrina gen.n. differs from Cribrinopsisin
relative size ranges of large basitrichs in the tentacles
and actinopharynx: basitrichs in actinopharynx of
Urtibrina gen.n. are much larger than basitrichs in the
tentacles, a feature not characteristic for Cribrinopsis.

ETYMOLOGY. The generic name is derived
from Urticina and Cribrinopsis to reflect morpho-
logical similarity with these two genera. The gender
is feminine.

The genus Urtibrina gen.n. has been created to
accommodate Urtibrina rimicola sp.n. and a species
described previously as Urticina clandestina. The
uncertain taxonomic position of Urticina clandes-
tina, which shares features of Urticina (relative size
ranges of large basitrichs in the actinopharynx and the
tentacles) and Cribrinopsis (fertile mesenteries of the
first cycle) was recognized in its original description
(Sanamyanetal.,2013). After discussion the authors of
this species decided to assign it to Urticina because in
rare cases some mesenteries of the first cycle in some
species of Urticina may be fertile (e.g. Sanamyan,
Sanamyan, 2006 detected one fertile mesentery of the
first cycle in one specimen of Urticina felina). Now,
the discovery of the second species which also has
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all mesenteries of the first cycle fertile, prompts us to
remove Urticina clandestina from the genus Urticina
and place it, together with the species described in
the present paper, in the new genus Urtibrina gen.n.
According to molecular data these two species are
closely related to each other and form a clade sister
to a clade comprising all Urticina and Cribrinopsis
species (Figs 6, 7), being basal (with 100% support)
among three groups.

Urtibrina rimicola sp.n.
Table 1; Figs 1-5.

MATERIALEXAMINED. Holotype: ZIN 13512
(female), Canada, British Columbia, Barkley Sound,
OhiatIslet,48°51.335'N, 125°11.074'W, shallow sub-
tidal, September 28, 2017, collectors Neil McDaniel
and Andy Lamb. Paratype: KBPGI 509/1 (female)
same locality, one specimen. Additional specimen:
KBPGI 510/2 (female) Canada, British Columbia,
Strait of Juan de Fuca, 49°24.944°N, 124°02.111’W,
shallow subtidal, September2,2017, collector Douglas
Swanston, one specimen.

DESCRIPTION. External structure. Live speci-
mens have an oral disc up to 15 cm in diameter. The
holotype was at least 12 cm in longest dimension,
and the paratype slightly larger (Fig. 1A, E). The
preserved holotype is about 20 mm in height and up
to 50 mm in diameter (Fig. 2A, C), the paratype is
about 22 mm high and to 63 mm in diameter (Fig.
2D), and the third specimen, not included in type
series, 22x38 mm (Fig. 2B).

The pedal disc is about the same diameter as
column, strongly adhesive, and covered with brown
(in preservative) cuticle.

The cylindrical column is covered by numerous
prominent adhesive verrucae, crowded in most parts
of column but slightly sparser in its most proximal
part. Gravel and broken shell particles are firmly at-
tached to some verrucae but are rather sparse. In live
specimens the column is bright red, the tops of the
verrucae whitish (Fig. 1C, D). Near the margin the
verrucae are thin-walled and convex, while proximally,
in preserved specimens, they have concave apices
(Fig. 3B). There is a deep fossa and a very short and
sometimes hardly noticeable (in specimen KBPGI
510/2) capitulum. The circular oral disc is slightly
wider or about the same diameter as the column in
live specimens. The oral disc is almost completely
red (Fig. 1C) or, often, only in its central part around
the mouth (Fig. 1A, E). In other parts the oral disc
is yellow-greenish or bluish-grey. (Fig. 1B). The
actinopharynx and siphonoglyphs are beige or grey
(butnotred). The oral cone is raised in live specimens
in such a way that the whole oral disc has somewhat
conical shape. The tentacles are short, not longer than
a half of the radius of the oral disc, all of about the
same length, conical, pointed at tips, and arranged
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Table 1. Size ranges (length x width, in microns) and distribution of cnidae of Urtibrina rimicola sp.n.
Letters in brackets correspond to letters in Fig. 5. “N” — ratio of number of specimens in which each cni-

dae was found to number of specimens examined.

Tabmuma 1. Pa3meps! (1yiHA X MIUPHHA, B MUKPOHAX) M pacIipe/iefieHne CTpeKaTeNIbHbIX Karcyn Urtibrina
rimicola sp.n. BykBbI B CKOOKaX COOTBETCTBYIOT OykBaM Ha pHC. 5. «N» — OTHOIICHNE KOJIUYECTBA IK3EM-
IUISIPOB, B KOTOPBIX JAHHBIM THI KHHUJ] ObUT HAMJICH, K KOJIMYECTBY UCCIICOBAHHBIX K3EMILISIPOB.

Body region Cnidae Size ranges (um) N
Pedal disc (A) basitrichs (very rare) 8-12.5x1.5-1.8 2/2
(B) basitrichs (few—common) 18-24 x2-3 2/2
Column (C) basitrichs (very rare—common) 9-13x1.5-2.4 3/3
(D) basitrichs (common) 15.5-24 x 1.9-3 3/3
(E) basitrichs (common) 18.8-20 x 3.5-4 173
(F) p-mastigophores A (common) 18.5-34.4 x 4-7.8 3/3
Tentacles (G) spirocysts (very numerous) 1341 x 1.3-3 3/3
(H) holotrichs (few, see text) 18-24.5 x2.5-3.5 3/3
(I) holotrichs (rare, see text) 17-26 x 5.5-6.5 2/3
(J) basitrichs (very rare) 10-13 x 1.6-1.7 2/3
(K) basitrichs (common) 17-29 x 2-3 3/3
(L) p-mastigophores A (rare—common) 25-33 x 4.5-7.5 3/3
Actinopharynx (M) basitrichs (very rare) 16-25 x 2-2.7 3/3
(N) basitrichs (numerous) 42-62 x 5.1-7.9 3/3
(O) p-mastigophores A (common) 21.5-34 x 4-6.5 3/3
Filaments (P) basitrichs (rare) 11-15 x 1.6-2.5 3/3
(Q) basitrichs (common) 17.5-27 x2.1-3 3/3
(R) p-mastigophores A (common) 24-33 x 4.5-8.5 3/3
(S) p-mastigophores B1 (common) (28) 4663 x 5.5-8.5 3/3

decamerously in five cycles (Fig. 1A). In underwater
photographs we counted 155 visible tentacles (per-
haps there are a few more) in the holotype (Fig. 1A)
and 174 in the paratype (Fig. 1E). In the preserved
specimens the tentacles have longitudinal folds (Fig.
2A, D). The tentacles have a white or whitish patch
at the base of their oral side which is usually brighter
on the tentacles of the last (younger) cycle (Fig. 1B,
E). A wide lilac or red band, wider on the oral side
and narrower on the aboral, completely encircles the
middle part of the tentacles. Tentacle tips are always
light-grey, withoutred pigment. Mesenterial insertions
on the disc between the tentacles are always dark-red
to purple. Whitish radial lines extend between the
mesenterial insertions on the peripheral part of the
disc to the bases of the tentacles where they merge
with a white spot on the oral side of the bases of the
tentacles. The longest white lines run to the outer
tentacles (Fig. 1A, E).

Internal structure. The marginal endodermal
sphincter muscle is strong, circumscribed, pinnate,
with one asymmetrically lying main mesogloeal
lamella: the mesogloeal branches on its side facing
toward the margin are about three times shorter than
the branches on its opposite side (Fig. 3B). In the
holotype the sphincter is 2x1 mm in cross sections.
The longitudinal muscles of the tentacles and radial

muscles of the oral disc are mesogloeal (Fig. 3C, D).
The circular endodermal columnar muscles are well
developed in all parts of column except verrucae (Fig.
3B). The actinopharynx has two deep siphonoglyphs
supported by the directives.

The mesenteries are arranged decamerously in
four cycles (Fig. 2B). Decamerous symmetry is not
quite perfect and may be violated by the develop-
ment of additional pairs of mesenteries of the second
to fourth orders, occasional absence of mesenteries
of the fourth cycle in some compartments or by oc-
casional presence of small mesenteries of the fifth
cycle (Fig. 4). In the holotype the mesenteries are
arranged as 10+11+22+44=87 pairs; the paratype
has 10+12+22+43=87 pairs (it has symmetrical
duplication of the mesenteries of the second cycle
in two compartments near one pair of directives);
the third (smaller) specimen (KBPGI 510/2) has
10+10+21+38=79 pairs (Fig. 2B). The number of the
mesenteries is the same distally and proximally and
almost the same as the number of the tentacles. The
mesenteries have oral stomata about 2 mm diameter
and marginal stomata about 1 mm diameter. The
retractor muscles are long and diffuse, in contraction
they may form small flaps and lobes (Fig. 4). The
parietobasilar muscles are well developed and form a
long free flap. The mesogloea of the mesenteries in the
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Fig. 1. Urtibrina rimicola sp.n. in natural habitat. A— holotype, numbers indicate four cycles of endocoelic
tentacles, fifth cycle (exocoelic tentacles) not labelled; B — another specimen; C — partly contracted speci-
men from the west coast of Graham Island, Canada; D — contracted holotype; E — paratype.

Puc. 1. Urtibrina rimicola sp.n. B €eCTECTBEHHOW cpene oOuTaHusA. A — TOJOTHII, HUPpaMH 0003HAYECHBI
YyeThlpe LUKJIA SHIOLEIBHBIX LIyHasel, IAThIH (3K30LeIbHbIN) UK Iynajiel He noanucad; B — npyroi
sk3eMIunsip; C — 9acTHYHO COKpaNeHHbIH dk3eMIusip; D — cokpariennslii ronotun; E — naparum.

region of the parietobasilar muscles contains a chain
of lacunae lined with fibers of transverse mesente-
rial muscles which are immersed into the mesogloea
(Fig. 4). The basilar muscles are well developed.
Mesenteries of all orders (first to fourth) are fertile.
All examined specimens are female. The oocytes usu-
ally are 100-200 um in diameter. No embryos were
found in the coelenteron of the examined specimens.

Cnidom. Gracile spirocysts, holotrichs, basitrichs,
p-mastigophores A and p-mastigophores B1 (see Fig.
5 and Table 1 for size ranges and distribution). Thick
basitrichs (Fig. SE) were found in only one specimen

(KBPGI 510/2) in the proximal part of the column
near the limbus. Nematocysts differ in different parts
of the tentacles. Only two types of cnida were found
in the tips of the inner tentacles: very numerous spi-
rocysts (Fig. 5G) and common basitrichs (Fig. 5K).
The tips of the outer tentacles, in addition, have also
few thin holotrichs (Fig. SH). The bases of the outer
tentacles contain common typical basitrichs (which
are common also in the column and other parts of the
tentacles, Fig. 5K), rare spirocysts, thin holotrichs here
are replaced by rare thick holotrichs (Fig. 5 I), and, in
addition, there are p-mastigophores A (Fig. 5L) and
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Fig. 2. Urtibrina rimicola sp.n., preserved specimens. A — holotype, from the top; B — sectioned specimen
(KBPGI 510/2) to show general appearance of mesenteries, numbers indicate pairs of four cycles; C — ho-

lotype, from the side; D — paratype.
Abbreviations: d — directives.

Puc. 2. Urtibrina rimicola sp.n., QpukcupoBaHHbIE SK3EMILIIPbL. A — rOJIOTHIIL, BUJ CBEpXY; B — nonepeunsrii
cpe3 uepe3 komoMH (Ak3eMiuip KBPGI 510/2), nokaspIBaroImuii opraHu3aniio ME3eHTepHeB, U(ppaMu
0003HaYEHBI Mapbl YeThIpeX HUKIoB; C — ronotum, Buja cOoky; D — maparum.

Coxparuenust: d — HanpasIsIOLHME IapBI.

sometimes small basitrichs (of the same type as in
the column, Fig. 5J). In the column small basitrichs
(Fig. 5C) are rare in the margin and limbus but more
common in the remaining parts of the column. Similar
small basitrichs (to 13%2 um) are sparsely distributed
in the endoderm of various parts of the body. The
endoderm of the digestive region of the filaments
(near the cnidoglandular tracts) contains basitrichs of
two size ranges (Fig. 5P, Q); both are common. The
cnidoglandulartracts of unilobate filaments have three
types of nematocysts: common basitrichs (Fig. 5Q),
thin-walled p-mastigophores A (Fig. SR) and large
thick-walled nematocysts having three-lobed flaps
which are termed here as p-mastigophores B1 (Fig.
5S). The largest basitrichs (Fig. SN) form nematocyst
batteries in the ectoderm on the folds of actinopharynx

(Fig. 3A). All basitrichs and p-mastigophores B1 are
stained by basic dyes (toluidine blue) in contrast with
spirocysts and p-mastigophores A.

HABITAT. Specimens attach to rocky substrates,
usually with the pedal disc inserted tightly into a
crack or crevice in the rocky bottom and with only
the oral disc with the tentacles visible on the surface.
When expanded the oral disc does not stand proud
of the bottom, instead it spreads out near the surface
of the substrate. The holotype and paratype were
found living in narrow rocky crevices in bedrock
in shallow, surge-swept habitat. The third specimen
was excavated from sand with cobbles and pebbles
attached to the pedal disc.

The species was observed from the low intertidal
and shallow subtidal zones to a depth of at least 5
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Fig. 3. Urtibrina rimicola sp.n., cross sections of the holotype. A — transverse section of the wall of the
actinopharynx to show palisade of large basitrichs stained with toluidine blue; B — longitudinal section
through distal column; C — radial mesogloeal muscles of the oral disc; D — longitudinal mesogloeal muscles
of the tentacle.

Abbreviations: ec— ectoderm; en— endoderm; f— fosse; mv— marginal verrucae; s— marginal sphincter; v— verrucae.
Puc. 3. Urtibrina rimicola sp.n., THCTOIOTHYECKUE CPE3bI, TOJIOTHUIL. A — TIONEPEYHBIN Cpe3 uepe3 CTeHKY
IJIOTKH, BUHA Garapes w3 OONBIIMX 0A3UTPHX, OKPAIICHHBIX TOXYHAWHOBBIM CHHHM; B — mpomoibHbIi
cpe3 uepe3 AUCTAIBHYIO JacTh KomoMHa; C —paananbHas Me30nieanbHas MyCKyIaTypa OpaibHOTO TUCKa,;
D — npononpHas Me3oriieanbHas MyCKyJaTypa Hiynaiblia.

CokpallieHus: ec — dKToiepMa; en — dHToaepMma; f— docca; mv — KpaeBble 00pPOaBKU; S — MaprUHAIBHBII COUHKTED;
v — OOpOIaBKH.
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Fig. 4. Urtibrina rimicola sp.n., holotype, transverse section of column to show mesenteries. Numbers indicate
cycles of the mesenterial pairs.

Abbreviations: d — directives.

Puc. 4. Urtibrina rimicola sp.n., ToI0THII, NONEPEUHbIH Cpe3 uepe3 KOJIIOMH, MOKa3bIBAIOIINK CTPOCHUE
Me3eHTepHeB, I pamMy 0003HAYSHB HOMEpa IIUKIIOB Map ME3eHTEPHEB.

Coxkparenus: d — Hampasisromas napa.
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Urtibrina rimicola sp.n.
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Fig. 5. Urtibrina rimicola sp.n., cnidom (see Table 1 for size ranges).
Puc. 5. Urtibrina rimicola sp.n., kauaom (pa3MepHsl yka3ansl B Ta0. 1).

metres. In general, it appears to be an “open-coast”
species, found along the outer rocky shores. It appears
to thrive in surge or wave-swept habitats.

DISTRIBUTION. Known only from the North
East Pacific, and currently known to occur from Cape
Flattery, Washington State, USAnorth to the west coast
of Graham Island, Haida Gwaii, British Columbia,
Canada. There have been many sightings along the
west coast of Vancouver Island (in Barkley Sound and
Quatsino Sound, British Columbia, Canada).

ETYMOLOGY. The species name is derived
from the Latin rima (crevice) and cola (inhabiting);
describing the habit of this anemone to live in cracks
and crevices on rocky shores.

REMARKS. The new species is closely related
to Urtibrina clandestina (originally described in Ur-
ticina) in which all mesenteries of the first cycle are
fertile. In all other Urticina species the mesenteries
of one or two of the oldest cycles are sterile and the
presentspecies cannot be conspecific with any of them.
Similarly, it cannot be conspecific with any species of
Cribrinopsis because in the present species basitrichs
in the actinopharynx are much larger than those in the
tentacles, a feature not characteristic for Cribrinopsis.

Urtibrina clandestina has been described from
the same region as the new species, however U.
clandestina is usually found in protected bays where
it attaches to small cobbles and the column is mostly

embedded in sand or mud substrates with only the oral
disc exposed. Urticina clandestina is common in the
protected waters of the Salish Sea and is also found in
protected bays on the west coast of Vancouver Island.
By comparison, Urtibrina rimicola sp.n. is restricted
to surge-swept open-coast habitats. It has not been
found within the protected waters of the Salish Sea
(Puget Sound and the Strait of Georgia). Although
in underwater photographs these two species display
some similarity, they can be readily separated from
each other. Both have a relatively short verrucose red
column hidden in gravel orrocky crevices, with only the
disc and tentacles visible on the surface. In U. rimicola
sp.n. the verrucae are whitish, in U. clandestina they
are of the same color as column. In U. rimicola sp.n.
gravel particles are not abundant and may be attached
to verrucae on any parts of column; in U. clandestina
gravel particles and broken shell form a dense belt
around the middle part of column leaving the margin
almost free of foreign particles. Urtibrina clandestina
has short and thick, blunt, cylindrical tentacles giving
this species a very characteristic appearance allow-
ing unmistakable identification of live specimens.
Urtibrina rimicola sp.n. also has short tentacles, but
they are conical and pointed at the tips. Details of the
color pattern of the disc and tentacles also differ: U.
clandestina has no white lines on the oral disc which
areusually presentin U. rimicola sp.n. onthe periphery
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Ha 00BeAMHEHHOM Habope cukBeHCOB 128 + 16S +

18S +28S + COIlII. Yncna nokassiBaroT OyTcTpen 3HadeHus. [lokazaHa TOIbKO 4yacTh iepeBa ¢ peJieBaHTHEIMU
takcoHamu. [TosHOE nepeBo cM. puc. | B IPUIIOKEHHN.

of the disc where they run to the bases of the tentacles
and merge with white spot on their oral side; the
actinopharynx is red in U. clandestina and whitish in
U. rimicola sp.n.; the tentacles in U. clandestina have
two light-colored transverse bands which are absent
in U. rimicola sp.n. The longitudinal muscles of the
tentacles and radial muscles of the oral disc are meso-
gloealin U. rimicola sp.n. but mainly mesoectodermal
in U. clandestina (they vary from ectomesogloeal to
ectodermal). Holotrichs found in the outer tentacles
in U. rimicola sp.n. (Fig 5H, I), have not been found
in repeated study of U. clandestina. Molecular data
confirm that U. clandestina and U. rimicola sp.n. are
related but specifically distinct (Figs 6, 7).

Molecular data

In our phylograms (Figs 6, 7; Supplement
Figs 1, 2) two species of Urtibrina gen.n., U.
clandestina and U. rimicola sp.n., form a clade
(with 100% support) sister to the clade compris-
ingall Urticina and Cribrinopsis species. Inaddi-
tion, the Urtibrina clade contains two specimens
labelled as Urticina coriacea (sequences of one
of them were published by Daly et al., 2008, an-
other by Larson, Daly,2016). The morphology of
these two specimens was not described and exact
taxonomic identity is not possible to reveal. The
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European Urticina coriaceais ajunior synonym
of Urticina felina (see Sanamyan, Sanamyan,
2006), which is resolved in a different place in
our tree. We suggest that the name U. coriacea
was used in these works sensu Hand (1955).
Hand’s (1955) species is not conspecific with
northern Urticina felina but certainly is related
to Urtibrina rimicola sp.n. and U. clandestina
(the similarity of U. coriacea: Hand, 1955 and U.
clandestina was discussed by Sanamyan et al.,
2013:207). Unfortunately, both specimens of U.
coriacea are represented by only three markers
(168, 18S and 28S) and some sequences are not
quite perfect (manyunclearly read nucleotides in

sequence KT852266 and obviously wrong “tail”,
about30nucleotides, in KT852114, hence along
branch) so it is hard to say whether this species
is conspecific with Urtibrina rimicola sp.n. or
belongs to another (still unnamed) species of
Urtibrina gen.n.

Species of Urticina (sensu stricto, without
species transferred here in Urtibrina gen.n.) in
our analysis are represented by specimens of
U. felina from the Barents Sea, U. crassicornis
from the Barents Sea and Newfoundland, U.
fecunda from Newfoundland and U. grebelnyi
from the North Pacific. One specimen labelled
U. crassicornis (sequences published by Lar-
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Urticina_crassicornis_NF2__MK307746
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Fig. 8. A part of alignment of 16S sequences used for phylogenetic analysis in the present work (see Supple-
ment Table 1) visualizing “Tealidae insertion” (indicated by arrows).

Puc. 8. YacTs BeIpaBHMBaHMS 1 6S CHKBEHCOB, HCTIOIb30BaHHBIX AT (DUIIOTCHETHUECKOTO aHAIN3a B HACTOSIIIEH
pabore (CM. JIONOIHUTENBHY0 Ta0uILy 1), BU3yaIn3upyollas «TealuJHyI0 BCTaBKY» (IIOKa3aHa CTPEJIKaMH).

son, Daly, 2016) is resolved separately from
all other specimens of U. crassicornis and is
likely a misidentified U. grebelnyi (the name
U. crassicornis has been incorrectly applied
to U. grebelnyi in the North East Pacific in the
past, see Sanamyan, Sanamyan, 2006, 2009).
Urticina species formed a very poorly supported
clade in ML and show polytomies in BI analysis
with U. fecunda and U. grebelnyi (including
a possibly misidentified specimen labelled U.
crassicornis) resolved separately from remain-
ing Urticina species. At present, it is difficult
to say whether the resulting trees reflect a real
lack of monophyly of the genus Urticina, or if
this is the result of other reasons (including not
quite perfect sequences). In the present work,
and until additional molecular data are obtained,
we prefer to follow the morphological concept

of this genus and do not question the generic
assignment of mentioned species of this genus.

Species of Cribrinopsis in our dataset are
represented by specimens of C. fernaldi and C.
rubens from British Columbia, C. albopunctata
and C. olegi from the east coasts of Kamchatka,
C. similis from Newfoundland and the Barents
Seaand twounidentified (putatively undescribed)
species labelled as Cribrinopsis sp. “white”
and “red” from the Bering Sea. They all form
a separate Cribrinopsis clade (Figs 6, 7) with
C. olegi, which differs from all other species in
the analysis in the unusual shape of its tentacles
(almostround), being basal inrelation to all other
species of this genus.

Taken together, all species of Urtibrina
gen.n., Urticina and Cribrinopsis included
in our dataset resolved in a highly supported
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monophyletic clade (100% bootstrap value)
sister to a clade comprising northern species of
Aulactinia and Epiactis (Supplement Figs 1, 2).
It is interesting to note that 16S sequences of all
species of Urtibrina gen.n., Urticina and Cribri-
nopsis have rather long (25bp) unique insertion
“CGTCCTCAGGGTCGACCCTTAGGGC”
which is easy to see in alignments (Fig. 8). This
insertion (termed here “Tealidae-insertion”) is
not present in any other species of sea anemo-
nes or other organisms and can be used as an
unmistakable marker that a species belongs to
Urtibrina gen.n, Urticina or Cribrinopsis. The
only exception is Aulactinia viadimiri. Its 16S
sequence KT310197 (Sanamyan et. al., 2015)
contains the above mentioned insertion, but
this species will need to be sequenced again
before any conclusions can be drawn. [New
data obtained since this paper was accepted for
publication show that this species is related to
Urticina fecundal.

Overview of species of Tealidae
and keys

Three genera of Tealidae: Cribrinopsis, Urtibrina
gen.n. and Urticina contain together 18 species which
we currently regard as valid. All are known only from
the northern Hemisphere and mostly confined to cold
or temperate waters. The distribution of most of them
is restricted to one major geographic region. North
Atlantic and Arctic waters are inhabited by five species:
Urticina felina, U. crassicornis, U. eques, U. fecunda
and Cribrinopsis similis, of which U. fecunda occurs
only in the North East Atlantic while U. felina and U.
eques only in northern seas of Europe and the Arctic.
All other species inhabit North Pacific waters, from
which only Cribrinopsis olegi has also been reported
from the Arctic (Sanamyan, Sanamyan, 2009). The
small number of Atlantic and Arctic species allows
their rather easy identification. In the Pacific the
situation is opposite and is complicated by persistent
incorrect identifications in older and relatively recent
scientific literature on sea anemones. Below we present
a set of keys intended to help identify species in this
group of sea anemones. However, it is necessary to
note that 1) several undescribed species still exist in
the North Pacific, and 2) many species inhabiting the
Pacific coast of North America are poorly known and
their positive identification will not be possible until
they are reexamined (in particular the affinity of the
species known from the North East Pacific under the
incorrect names U. lofotensis and U. coriacea is still
not quite clear).

N.P. Sanamyan et al.

KEY TO GENERA OF TEALIDAE

1. Large basitrichs in the actinopharynx significantly
larger than large basitrichs in the tentacles.....2

—Largebasitrichs in the actinopharynx of comparable
size or only slightly larger than large basitrichs
in the tentacles, their size ranges overlap ...........

...................................................... Cribrinopsis
2. Gonads on all or on most mesenteries of the first
CYCle i Urtibrina gen.n.

— First cycle of mesenteries sterile or, in exceptional
cases, one or two mesenteries of the first cycle
may be fertile..........coovineineininne Urticina

KEY TO SPECIES OF CRIBRINOPSIS

1. Column with non-adhesive verrucae, not capable
of attaching any solid particles such as gravel or
broken shell...........cccoooivieininiciiiniciies

— Verrucae adhesive or weakly adhesive

2. Usually on soft bottom with column partially buried
inmud. Column whitish; verrucae inconspicuous,
of the same color as column ...........c.ccecevennne 3

—Onopensurfaces of stones and rock. Column usually
red but occasionally pale or even white; verrucae

usually marked by white pigment spot .......... 4
3. Pseudospherules present .................... C. fernaldi
— Pseudospherules not present. Known only from the
Sea of Japan.......cccceceevvevenenienennne C. japonica
4. North East Pacific ........ccccovveveennnnnee C. rubens
— North Atlantic, northern European and Arctic seas
C. similis
5. Tentacles very short, cylindrical or almost spheri-
Calliiiiiiieiee e C. olegi
— Tentacles of usual shape..........ccccceveverinenenene 6

6. Verrucae very prominent and firm, dark colored
(brown or red). Southern Kuril Islands...............
......................................................... C. asiatica

— Verrucae low, weakly adhesive, marked by distinct
white spot contrasting with often red column 7

7. North West Pacific ................... C. albopunctata

— North East Pacific .......ccccceveueneee. Cribrinopsis sp.

(“Urticina lofotensis™)

Cribrinopsis similis Carlgren, 1921. This species
is known from the North Atlantic and Arctic where
it is rather common. Most records from the Pacific
(including Carlgren, 1921 and Sanamyan, Sanamyan,
2006) are misidentifications (see Sanamyan et al.,
2020). However, the species probably occurs in the
most northern part of the Bering Sea, on the Chu-
kotka coast of the Bering Strait (underwater photos
we received from Victor Lyagushkin certainly show
this species). The species lives attached to open rocky
surfaces (the column is not buried in sand or hidden
in crevices). Verrucae are small, not adhesive, and
present over the whole column.

Cribrinopsis asiatica (Averincev, 1967). Origi-
nally described as Tealia asiatica, this species is
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known from the original description based on speci-
mens from the southern group of the Kuril Islands
(North West Pacific), where it is said to be common
at depths of 30-60 m (Averincev, 1967). It also was
reported from Japanese waters by Uchida, Soyama,
2001: 83 as Urticina asiatica and according to our
data (based on material and photographs of Andrey
Taratukhin) it occurs near Sakhalin Island at a depth
of 20 m. Verrucae are distributed over the whole
column and are described as large, firm, flattened,
and, as may be judged from the text and provided
figure, are adhesive. Such prominent verrucae are not
common in Cribrinopsis and constitute a distinctive
feature of this species. The species is insufficiently
described but certainly distinct from all other known
species of Cribrinopsis.

Cribrinopsis fernaldi Siebert et Spaulding, 1976.
Currently known with confidence from the North East
Pacific only. A large, pale-colored species with rather
long tentacles which occurs mostly on soft bottom with
the column partially buried in mud (see photographs in
Sanamyan et al., 2019). Medium-sized non-adhesive
verrucae occur over the whole column. A ring of
prominent pseudospherules is found on the margin.

Cribrinopsis albopunctata Sanamyan et Sanamy-
an, 2006. Originally described from East Kamchatka
(North West Pacific) and known with confidence
from the Commander and Kuril Islands (Sanamyan,
Sanamyan, 2006, 2020) where it is common at shal-
low depths. This species lives attached to the sides or
upper surfaces of stones and not buried in sand. White
weakly-adhesive verrucae usually are very distinctive
on the red column. There are many photographs of
a similar looking (red column with white verrucae)
species from the North East Pacific, but its identifica-
tion needs confirmation. Sometimes these specimens
are labelled as Urticina lofotensis, but U. lofotensis
is invalid — it is a junior synonym of the European
U. eques, a very different species.

Cribrinopsis olegi Sanamyan et Sanamyan, 2006.
This species was described from the North West
Pacific and reported also from the White Sea, Sea of
Okhotsk and from the coast of California (Sanamyan,
Sanamyan, 2009, 2020). This is probably the most
distinctive Cribrinopsis with unusual, almost spheri-
cal or pear-shaped tentacles. The column is always
completely buried in gravel and covered with white
adhesive verrucae.

Cribrinopsis japonica Tsutsui et al., 2014. De-
scribed from Japanese coasts of the Sea of Japan.
A large species with whitish column and pinkish
tentacles. Weak non-adhesive verrucae are present
over the whole column. Externally this species closely
resembles C. fernaldi and lives in the same habitat
(soft bottom). Tsutsui et al. (2014: 201) recognized
the similarity of their species with C. fernaldi but
considered it distinct because C. japonica has “40
pairs of decamerously arranged mesenteries in three

cycles, while C. fernaldi has 96 pairs arranged hex-
amerously.” The latter statement is based on a mistake
in the original description of C. fernaldi. Siebert &
Spaulding (1976) indeed reported 96 pairs of mesen-
teries in their species but in reality, it only has about
48 pairs and the arrangement of the mesenteries in
C. japonica and C. fernaldi (described in detail by
Sanamyanetal.,2019)is more or less similar. Another
possible feature distinguishing C. japonica from C.

fernaldi is the claimed absence of pseudospherules in

the Japanese species (Tsutsui et al., 2014).

Cribrinopsis rubens Sanamyan et al., 2019. This
species was recently described from British Colum-
bia where it is common. Externally it is similar to
European-Arctic C. similis and North West Pacific
C. albopunctata, but differs from the former in the
presence of internal brooding up to the polypoid stage,
and from the latter by smaller non-adhesive verrucae
on the column, and from both in minor anatomical
details. It is also rather distant from them molecularly
(see Sanamyan et al., 2019).

All other species assigned in older literature to
Cribrinopsis,including C. williamsi Carlgren, 1940, C.
robertii Parulekar, 1971 and C. crassa (Andres, 1881)
do not belong to this genus (see discussion in Sana-
myan, Sanamyan, 2006 and Sanamyan et al., 2019).

KEY TO SPECIES OF URTIBRINA GEN.N.

1. Tentacles cylindrical, blunt, with two white or
pale transverse bands (around the base and in the
middle)......ccocevererenenne. Urtibrina clandestina

— Tentacles conical, pointed, with white patch on the
oral side of the base ... Urtibrina rimicola sp.n.

Both species are currently known with confidence
only from British Columbia, Canada and Washington
State, USA. Species often identified as “Urticina co-
riacea” in the North East Pacific may be conspecific
with either of them or belong to another, closely related
species of this genus.

KEY TO SPECIES OF URTICINA

1. Column perfectly smooth, without verrucae.....2

— VEITUCAE PIESENL...cceeeiieeieiieiieieeieeee e eee e

2. Oviparous. North West Pacific

— Viviparous (embryos up to polypoid stage often
present in the coelenteron). North Atlantic and
ATCHIC S€AS....eveveveeiircieieee U. crassicornis

3. Verrucae adhesive .........coceveeeeieienienenenenene,

— Verrucae non-adhesive, vesicle-like

4. Verrucae in more or less longitudinal rows or ir-
regularly distributed. North Atlantic and Arctic

— Verrucae in distinct transverse rows, especially in
partially contracted specimens. North Pacific. 6

5. Oviparous (non brooding). North European seas .
............................................................ U. felina
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—Larvaebrooded inthe coelenteron, juveniles brooded
externally (attached to column). North Atlantic
coasts of North America................. U. fecunda

6. North East Pacific ..........cccccce..... U. columbiana

—North West Pacific (Sakhalin and the southern group
of the Kuril Islands and northern part of the Sea

of Japan) ......cccecvevveveneneieeeeeeen, U. kurila
7. Verrucae weak, barely discernible. North Europe
and ATCHC S€AS ...cc.evverreeeeieieienrenrenne U. eques

—Verrucae well developed at least in distal column on
and below margin, vesicle-like. North Pacific....

........................................................................ 8
8. Verrucae present over whole column. Column with
patches of green and red............... U. grebelnyi

— Verrucae only in distal column on and just below
the margin. Column usually monotone red.........
..................................................... U. piscivora.

Urticina felina (Linnaeus, 1761). Known only
from northern seas of Europe (records from Atlantic
coast of America are erroneous). The column with
crowded strongly adhesive verrucae to which a large
amount of foreign particles are attached, always buried
in gravel or hidden in crevices. It is easy to identify
because no other Urticina or Cribrinopsis species
with adhesive verrucae occurs in the northern seas
of Europe.

Urticina crassicornis (O.F. Miiller, 1776). Known
from the North East and North West Atlantic and
Arctic seas. All records from the Pacific are based
on misidentifications. Characterized by a perfectly
smooth column, without verrucae. Sometimes small
pigment spots are present on the column but they
are not associated with any structures. Viviparous;
juveniles are often present in the coelenteron and this
feature, in combination with smooth column, allows
easy differentiation from other Urticina species.

Urticina eques (Gosse, 1860). Known only from
northern European seas. The column has small non-
adhesive verrucae which are usually visible in live
specimens but may be very hard or impossible to
detect in preserved ones. Oviparous (embryos never
present in coelenteron).

Urticina fecunda (Verrill, 1899). Known from
North West Atlantic. The column has numerous ad-
hesive verrucae arranged more or less in longitudinal
rows. Abrooding species, the embryos may be present
inthe coelenteron and juveniles are brooded externally
attached to column.

Urticina columbiana (Verrill, 1922). Known from
the North East Pacific only. The column is completely
buried in sand with only oral disc and tentacles visible
on surface. Column with very prominent verrucae ar-
ranged, especially in partially contracted specimens, in
district transverse rows. Surprisingly, this very large
and conspicuous species is poorly known, neither
its inner anatomy, nor nematocyst data have been
described. In underwater photographs (see Sanamyan

N.P. Sanamyan et al.

et al., 2024) it appears to be hexamerous which casts
some doubt on its assignment to Urticina. A sequence
of 16S mRNA of U. columbiana downloaded from
GenBank (U91753) contains “Tealidae-insertion” but
there is no evidence that the source organism from
which this sequence was obtained was identified
correctly. Urticina columbiana certainly requires
additional study to be properly classified.

Urticina kurila (Averincev, 1967). This species
is known from the original description based on
the specimens described as Tealia coriacea kurila
Averincev, 1967 from the southern group of the Kuril
Islands. It also occurs near Sakhalin Island and in the
north part of the Sea of Japan (reported by Uchida,
Soyama, 2001: 82 as Urticina felina kurila; our data
is based on the material and photographs of Andrey
Taratukhin, Alexander Martynov and Alexander
Semenov). The column is buried in sand. It bears
rather prominent adhesive verrucae arranged in short
transverse series. The latter feature is somewhat sim-
ilar to the arrangement of verrucae in U. columbiana,
but in U. columbiana they appear to be much more
numerous and more prominent.

Urticina piscivora (Sebens et Laakso, 1987).
Known from the North East Pacific only. Very large,
usually with brick red column and with verrucae pres-
ent only in its very distal part. It attaches to surfaces
of boulders and bedrock. We have not examined any
specimens of this species.

Urticina grebelnyi Sanamyan et Sanamyan, 2006.
Widely distributed in the North Pacific. Alarge species
with the column covered with numerous non-adhesive
verrucae which are capable of swelling into thin-walled
bubbles and sometimes are lobulated, especially near
the margin. In the North East Pacific, it has often been
misidentified as Urticina crassicornis, but morpho-
logically it is a very different species which does not
occur in the Pacific.

Urticina timuri Sanamyan et Sanamyan, 2020.
Known from the North West Pacific only. Distin-
guished from all other Pacific species of Urticina by a
smooth column without any traces of verrucae. When
this species was first discovered it was misidentified as
Urticina crassicornis and described under this name
by Sanamyan, Sanamyan (2006). However, later it
was shown that the Pacific species, in contrast with
the European, is oviparous, and it was redescribed as
a separate species.

All other nominal species, assigned in older
literature to Urticina (or its junior synonym Tealia),
either do not belong to this genus, or are synonyms
of species listed above. In particular, Urticina lofo-
tensis (Danielssen, 1890) is a junior synonym of U.
eques, but U. lofotensis: Hand, 1955 (a species from
Pacific coast of North America) is closely related
to Cribrinopsis albopunctata or is an undescribed
species. Urticina coriacea (Cuvier, 1798) is a junior
synonym of U. felina but Urticina coriacea: Hand,
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1955 from the Pacific coast of North America is a
member of Urtibrina gen.n. possibly conspecific with
Urtibrina clandestina or Urtibrina rimicola sp.n., or
an unnamed closely related species.

Supplementary data

The following supplementary data are available
online:

Suppl. Table 1. List of taxa and sequences used
for phylogenetic analysis.

Suppl. Fig. 1. ML phylogenetic tree based on
contacenated datasheet, see text for details.

Suppl. Fig. 2. Phylogenetic tree represented by
Bayesian Inference.
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