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Two interesting records of millipedes (Diplopoda)
from near Borjomi, Georgia
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ABSTRACT. Polydesmus abchasius Attems, 1898
and Julus lindholmi Lohmander, 1936, both found re-
cently near Borjomi, central Georgia, currently repre-
sent the southeasternmost records of the genera Poly-
desmus Latreille, 1803, subgenus Polydesmus s.str.,
and Julus Linnaeus, 1758, and of both these wide-
spread, endemic, Caucasian millipede species.

PE3IOME. Polydesmus abchasius Attems, 1898 u
Julus lindholmi Lohmander, 1936, HetaBHO HaiIeHHBIE
63 bopsxomu (LlenTpansHas ['py3us), Toka mpecTas-
JSTIOT COOOM camble FOr0-BOCTOUHBIE HAXOAKH KaK POJIOB
Polydesmus Latreille, 1803, moapox Polydesmus s.str., u
Julus Linnaeus, 1758, Tak ¥ 3THX MIMPOKOpacHIpoOCTpa-
HEHHBIX SHJICMHYHBIX KABKa3CKUX BUJIOB JUILIONO.

Introduction

The millipede fauna of Georgia, Caucasus is known
to be remarkably rich and diverse in the entire Cauca-
sian region, presently amounting to 103 species from 44
genera, 12 families, and seven orders [Kokhia, Golo-
vatch, 2020]. Most of the Diplopoda known from Geor-
gia (86 species, or 83%) demonstrate Caucasian distri-
bution patterns, 36 and 46 species, as well as eight and
nine genera being endemic or subendemic to the coun-
try, respectively.

Prompted by the recent discovery by one of us
(MSK) of two interesting millipede species near Bor-

jomi, central Georgia, we put them on record below,
because both currently represent the southeasternmost
range limits of the genera Polydesmus Latreille, 1803
and Julus Linnaeus, 1758, and of Polydesmus abcha-
sius Attems, 1898 and Julus lindholmi Lohmander,
1936, both widespread, endemic, Caucasian millipedes.

The new samples have been deposited in the collec-
tion of the Zoological Museum, Moscow State Univer-
sity (ZMUM), Russia.

Taxonomic part

Polydesmus abchasius Attems, 1898

MATERIAL. 1 § (ZMUM), Georgia, Borjomi, National Park,
in litter, 30.X.2019, M.S. Kokhia leg.

REMARKS. The whole family Polydesmidae, including
this easily recognizable species (usually intense red, with
particularly broad and upturned paraterga), has recently been
reviewed in the scope of the entire Caucasian fauna [Golo-
vatch et al., 2016]. The species has hitherto been recorded
only from the western Caucasus within the Krasnodar Prov-
ince, Abkhazia and western Georgia. Above is thus the first
report of P. abchasius from central Georgia, apparently the
species’ southeasternmost range limit. The same concerns
Polydesmus s.str., a group of only rather few Euro-Mediterra-
nean species.

Julus lindholmi Lohmander, 1936
MATERIAL. 3 J'J, 6 Y9 (ZMUM), Georgia, Borjomi, Nation-
al Park, in litter, 30.X.2019, M.S. Kokhia leg.
REMARKS. The whole genus Julus Linnaeus, 1758,
including J. lindholmi, has recently been reviewed in the
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scope of the entire Caucasian fauna [Evsyukov et al., 2018].
The species has hitherto been recorded only from the north-
western Caucasus within the Stavropol Province, Karachae-
vo-Cherkessia (both Russia), Abkhazia and Svanetia (Geor-
gia). Above is thus the first report of J. lindholmi from central
Georgia, apparently the species’ southeasternmost range lim-
it as well.
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