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Several noteworthy records of millipedes (Diplopoda)
from Central Asia
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ABSTRACT. New and mostly illustrated records of
six millipede species are given from Turkmenistan or
Kazakhstan.

PE3IOME. IlpuBeneHsl HOBBIC B B OCHOBHOM HII-
JIFOCTPUPOBAHHBIE HAXO/KH LIECTH BUJIOB JUILIONO] U3
Typkmenncrana u Kazaxcrana.

Introduction

Central Asia, a vast geographic region that supports
strongly varied landscapes that range from lowland
deserts to very high mountains and lies between the
Caspian Sea and western Siberia, is long known to
harbour a highly peculiar, albeit relatively poor milli-
pede fauna [Read, Golovatch, 1994]. The present note
provides new, mostly illustrated records of six Central
Asian diplopods housed in the Zoological Museum of
the Moscow University (ZMUM).

Taxonomy and faunistic records

Order Glomerida
Family Glomeridae

Hyleoglomeris kirgisica Golovatch, 1976

MATERIAL. 3 ex. (ZMUM), Kyrgyzstan, Chatkal Mt. Range,
Sary-Chelek Nature Reserve, N 41°51°, E 71°57’, Meteorological
Station, Juglans & Malus woodland, ca 1500 m a.s.l., under stones
and in litter, 31.V.1993; 1 ex. (ZMUM), same locality, close to lake,
Picea litter, 25.V.1993; 2 ex. (ZMUM), Alash-Tau Mountains, S of
Alash, N 41°11°, E 72°39", Juglans regia & Crataegus woodland
with grassy glades, Crataegus litter, 26.V.1993; 17 ex. (ZMUM),
Bobash-Ata Mountains, Yarodar Research Station near Arslanbob,
N 41°22°, E 72°52°, Juglans regia woodland with mixed forest,
1200-1550 m a.s.l, litter, 12-17.V.1993, all H. Read leg.; 8 ex.

(ZMUM), same locality and habitat, ca 6 km S of Alash, 25—
26.V.1993, S. Golovatch leg.

REMARKS. The above samples are either strict topo-
types (Sary-Chelek Nature Reserve, Golovatch [1976]) or
near-topotypes. These records were published earlier, but
without underlying material being listed [Read, Golovatch,
1994].

Only two species of Glomerida, both from the genus
Hyleoglomeris Verhoeff, 1910, are presently known to occur
in entire Central Asia: the above H. kirgisica, from the
western Tien-Shang Mountains, and H. bohaci Golovatch,
2015, from the Varzob Canyon, Ghissar Mt. Range, Tajikistan
[Golovatch, 2015].

Order Julida
Family Julidae

Cylindroiulus orientalis Read, 1994
Figs 1-4.

MATERIAL. Numerous 0'C", 99 and juveniles (ZMUM), E
Kazakhstan, East Kazakhstan Area, Urjar Distr., Tarbagatai Moun-
tains, Urjar River valley, 4 km N of Alekseevka, N 47°17", E
81°34’, ca 1000 m a.s.l., Populus, Malus, Salix etc. forest with
Rosa, Lonicera etc. bushes, 24-25.V1.2001; numerous 0'C", 99
and juveniles (ZMUM), E Kazakhstan, East Kazakhstan Area,
Makanchi Distr., Tarbagatai Mountains,, 6 km NE of Kirovka (=
Karatuma), Sholakterek River valley, N 47°10°, E 82°06", ca 1200
m a.s.l., highly disturbed Populus forest with Salix, Rosa, Lonicera,
Crataegus etc. bushes, 23-24.V1.2001; numerous J'C", 99 and
juveniles (ZMUM), E Kazakhstan, East Kazakhstan Area, Makan-
chi Distr., Tarbagatai Mountains, Kyzylbulak River valley, 4 km
NE of Petrovskoe (= Kyzylbulak), N 47°03", E 82°18", ca 1100—
1200 m a.s.l., riverine Populus, Malus, Salix etc. forest, 22.V1.2001,
all S. Golovatch leg.

REMARKS. This species is presently the easternmost in
the natural distribution area of the entire Ancient Mediterra-
nean genus Cylindroiulus Verhoeff, 1894. This very large
genus currently encompasses 130+ species ranging from
Macaronesia in the west to Central Asia in the east, mostly
narrowly endemic, although about a dozen species are an-
thropochoric and up to subcosmopolitan in distribution

How to cite this article: Golovatch S.I. 2022. Several noteworthy records of millipedes (Diplopoda)
from Central Asia // Russian Entomol. J. Vol.31. No.3. P.327-330. doi: 10.15298/rusentj.31.3.14



328

Figs 1-4. Cylindroiulus orientalis Read, 1994, J'C" from near
Alekseevka: 1 — habitus, lateral view; 2 — both promeres and
tightly attached mesomeres, caudal view; 3, 4 — left opisthomere,
mesal and caudolateral views, respectively. Photographs by K.V.
Makarov, taken not to scale.

Puc. 1-4. Cylindroiulus orientalis Read, 1994, J'C" us3
OKpecTHOCTEeH AuekceeBku: 1 — oOmmid Bua, cOoky; 2 — oba
MpoMepa U TECHO TIPUKATHIE K HUM ME30MEPHI, C3aJ1H; 3, 4 — JIeBbIH
OIMHCTOMEP, COOTBETCTBEHHO H3HYTPH M OJHOBPEMEHHO C3aaH U
cooky. ®otorpaduu K.B. Makaposa, cHaThl 6e3 MacmiTaba.

[Minelli, 2015]. The above samples are near-topotypes, as
they also come from the Tarbagatai Mountains within eastern
Kazakhstan [Read, 1994]. New illustrations (Figs 1-4) are
provided to document the identity.

Parapachyiulus recessus Golovatch, 1979
Figs 5-8.

MATERIAL. 1 &' (ZMUM), Tajikistan, Varzob Region, Kond-
ara Canyon, 1987, collector unknown.

REMARKS. As this species was originally described
from several places in western Tajikistan [Golovatch, 1979],
the above new sample can be regarded as near-topotypic and
the first to be recorded from Kondara. New illustrations (Figs
5-8) are provided to document the identity. Further two
congeners are only known to occur in Israel [Golovatch,
2018].

Peltopodoiulus schestoperovi Lohmander, 1933
Figs 9-12.

MATERIAL. 1 ¢ (ZMUM), Turkmenistan, near Bakharden (=
Biherden), near Cave Kov-Ata, 5.11.1982, K.G. Mikhailov leg.; 2
d'd, 799 (ZMUM), Turkmenistan, SW Kopet-Dagh Mountains, ca
10 km SE of Kara-Kala (= Magtymguly), Kalaligez Canyon, litter,
28-29.1V.1993, D.V. Logunov leg.
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Figs 5-8. Parapachyiulus recessus Golovatch, 1979, O from
Kondara Canyon: 5 — habitus, lateral view; 6—8 — gonopod block,
caudal, mesal and oral views, respectively. Photographs by K.V.
Makarov, taken not to scale.

Puc. 5-8. Parapachyiulus recessus Golovatch, 1979, J' u3
yuiensst Kongapa: 5 — o6muit Bua, cO0Ky; 6—8 — rOHOIOIUATbHBINH
0JIOK, COOTBETCTBEHHO c3a/1, cOOKyY u criepean. Dororpadun K.B.
MakapoBa, CHATHI 0e3 MaciTaba.

REMARKS. This is the only component species of the
genus Peltopodoiulus Lohmander, 1933, endemic to the west-
ern Kopet-Dagh Mountains in Turkmenistan [Lohmander,
1933]. The above samples are therefore near-topotypes, be-
ing illustrated (Figs 9—12) to document the identity.

Family Nemasomatidae

Orinisobates sibiricus (Gulicka, 1963)
Figs 13-19.

MATERIAL. Numerous J'd", $9 and juveniles (ZMUM),
E Kazakhstan, Almaty Area, Dzhungarsky Alatau Moun-
tains, 7 km E of Lepsinsk, Chornaya River canyon, N 45°31",
E 80°43°, 1200-1400 m a.s.l., Betula, Malus, Populus etc.
forest, 13—-15.V1.2001, S.I. Golovatch leg.

REMARKS. This species is common and highly wide-
spread in Central Asia (Kyrgyzstan and eastern Kazakhstan)
and western, central and eastern Siberia [Mikhaljova, 2017].
Even though the Dzhungarsky Alatau Mountains support two
species of Orinisobates Lohmander, 1933, i.e. O. kasaksta-
nus (Lohmander, 1933) and O. sibiricus as refined by Eng-
hoff [1985], the above new samples clearly represent the
latter species. New illustrations (Figs 13—19) are provided to
document its identity and to show minor structural variations.
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Figs 9-12. Peltopodoiulus schestoperovi Lohmander, 1933, &
from Kalaligez Canyon. 9 — habitus, lateral view; 10-12 — gono-
pod block, caudal, mesal and oral views, respectively. Photographs
by K.V. Makarov, taken not to scale.

Puc. 9-12. Peltopodoiulus schestoperovi Lohmander, 1933, &
u3 yuenbs Kamanures. 9 — oOmwuit Bua, cboky; 10-12 —
TOHOIIOJMAJIbHBIN OJIOK, COOTBETCTBEHHO C3aM, COOKY M CIEPEaH.
Dororpadun K.B. Makaposa, cHATbI 6e3 MaciiTada.

19

Figs 13-19. Orinisobates sibiricus (Gulieka, 1963), adult '’ (13-14, 17-19) and 9 (15-16) from near Lepsinsk. 13—16 — habitus
(13-15 — lateral, 16 — subventral views); 17 — both anterior gonopods, caudal view; 18, 19 — right posterior gonopods, mesal views.
Photographs by K.V. Makarov, taken not to scale; line drawings by the author. Scale bar — 0.1 mm.

Puc. 13-19. Orinisobates sibiricus (Gulitka, 1963), B3pocisie O'T" (13-14, 17-19) u §9 (15-16) u3 oxpectrocreii Jlencuncka. 13-16 —
o6uuit Bua (13—15 — cboky, 16 — cOoky u moutu cHu3y); 17 — o06a mepegHux roxomnona, czanu; 18, 19 — mpaBblit 3a1HUI TOHOMO,
n3nyTpu. ororpadun K.B. Makaposa, cHATH 6e3 MacmTaba; puCyHKH aBTopa. Macmrad — 0,1 mm.
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Order Polydesmida
Family Polydesmidae
Brachydesmus pigmentifer Attems, 1951

MATERIAL. 4 99 (ZMUM), Turkmenistan, SW Kopet-Dagh
Mountains, ca 10 km SE of Kara-Kala (= Magtymguly), Kalaligez
Canyon, litter, 28-29.1V.1993, D.V. Logunov leg.

REMARKS. This species has been nicely illustrated else-
where [Golovatch et al., 2016] and it seems to be endemic to
the Hyrcanian biogeographic province of the Caucasus re-
gion, ranging from the Hyrcanian part of the Republic of
Azerbaijan, through northern Iran, to the western Kopet-
Dagh Mountains of Turkmenistan [Golovatch et al., 2016,
2022]. In Turkmenistan, all samples are uniforrnly light
yellow.

Acknowledgements. Special thanks go to Kirill V.
Makarov (Moscow) who so skillfully took all pictures. Kirill
G. Mikhailov (ZMUM) kindly arranged the above material
on loan.

References

Enghoff H. 1985. The millipede family Nemasomatidae. With the
description of a new genus, and a revision of Orinisobates (Diplopo-
da: Julida) / Entomologica scandinavica. Vol.16. P.27-67.

Golovatch S.I. 1976. [New or little-known species of Glomeridae
(Diplopoda, Oniscomorpha)] // Zoologicheskii zhurnal. Vol.55.
No.6. P.931-935 [in Russian, a summary in English].

S.I. Golovatch

Golovatch S.I. 1979. [The composition and zoogeographical con-
nections of the fauna of Diplopoda of Middle Asia. Communi-
cation 2] // Zoologicheskii zhurnal. Vol.58. No.9. P.1313-1326
[in Russian, a summary in English].

Golovatch S.I. 2015. A new species of the millipede genus Hyleoglo-
meris Verhoeff, 1910, from Tajikistan, Central Asia (Diplopo-
da: Glomerida: Glomeridae) // Russian Entomological Journal.
Vol.24. No.2. P.103-105.

Golovatch S. 2018. The millipede subfamily Pachyiulinae in Israel,
with the description of a new species (Diplopoda, Julida, Jul-
idae) // Zoologicheskii zhurnal. Vol.97. No.7. P.791-805.

Golovatch S., Evsyukov A., Reip H.S. 2016. The millipede family
Polydesmidae in the Caucasus (Diplopoda: Polydesmida) //
Zootaxa. Vol.4085. No.l. P.1-51.

Golovatch S.1., Izadi M., Habashi H., Shayanmehr M., Rahmani R.,
Rafiee F. 2022. An updated checklist of the millipedes of Iran
(Diplopoda), with special emphasis on the fauna of Hyrcania,
including noteworthy records of three species from its eastern-
most part // Arthropoda Selecta. Vol.31. No.3. P.265-270

Lohmander H. 1933 (for 1932). Uber Diplopoden aus Zentralasien
/I Arkiv for zoologi. Bd.25A. No.6. S.1-71.

Mikhaljova E.V. 2017. [The millipede fauna (Diplopoda) of the
Asian part of Russia]. Vladivostok: Dalnauka. 336 pp. [In
Russian, a summary in English]

Minelli A. (ed.). 2015. The Myriapoda. Volume 2 // Treatise on
Zoology — Anatomy, Taxonomy, Biology. Brill: Leiden —
Boston. 482 pp.

Read H.J. 1994. The millipede genus Cylindroiulus Verhoeft, 1894,
in Middle Asia (Diplopoda Julida Julidae) // Arthropoda Selec-
ta. Vol.3. Nos1-2. P.117-132.

Read H.J., Golovatch S.I. 1994. A review of the Central Asian
millipede fauna // Bulletin of the British Myriapod Group.
No.10. P.59-70.



