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Short communication

Wood chip in the incisor alveolar arch of a beaver (Castor fiber)
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During the skull preparation of beavers (in March
2015) legally taken from the basin of the Danube River
in Bavaria, a trapped wood chip (oak), which had pen-
etrated into the anterior part of the alveolar arch, could
be discovered in the right mandible of an adult beaver
(Fig. 1). The total length of the wood chip was 55 mm,
its largest width was 6 mm. About two thirds of the chip
were located between the incisor and the inner edge of
the alveolar arch (Fig. 2). After the extraction of the
chip and the incisor only a slight inflammation in the

alveolar arch at the end of the wood chip could be
noticed. In spite of this injury, the beaver had been able
to gnaw on wood. Corresponding traces on the wood
chip give proof of this assumption. It might be assumed
that the wood chip would have worn away in the course
of further gnawing or that it would have dissolved subse-
quently. The remaining part in the alveolar arch would
certainly have become ulcerated and the rejected.

In literature there have been no reports so far on
injuries of this kind.

LLlenka B anbBeonssApHOWM nonoctu pesua y 6obpa (Castor fiber)

K.-A. Hutwe

KJIFOUEBBIE CJIOBA: 600p, Castor fiber, pesen, TpaBma.

Bo Bpemst 06paboTku yeperna 606pa, 100BITOrO Je-
rainbpHO B Oacceiine /lynast B baapuu B mapte 2015 1.,
ObuTa OOHApy’KeHa AyOoBas LIETKa, KOTOpas 3acTpsiia
B QJIbBEOJIE IIPABOT0 Pe3lia MaHANOYIIBI B3pOCIOro 600-
pa (puc. 1). JInmuHa miens! cocTaBisia 55 MM, ee Hau-
6onpmas mupuHa — 6 MM. [TpubnusnrtensHO ABE Tpe-
TH 3TOT'0 KyCKa IPEBECUHBI pacIioyiarajiuch MeXay pe3-
LIOM U BHYTPEHHUM KpaeM albBEOJIIPHON apku (puc.
2). Iocne u3BIICUEHHS IETIKK M pe3lia U3 MaHIUOYJIIbI

Figure 1. Trapped wood chip (arrow). Photo: K.-A. Nitsche.

OBITh 3aMEUYEHO JIUIIb HEOOJBIIOE BOCIATICHUE B allb-
BeoJIsIpHOU nos1ocTr. HecMoTps Ha Takyro TpaBmy, 600p
OBLT B COCTOSTHUH T'PBI3Th ApeBecuHy. OO 3TOM cBUIC-
TEJIbCTBOBAJIM COOTBETCTBYIOLLME CIIEIbl Ha ILEIE.
MOXHO NPEONI0KNTh, YTO B XOJ€ NabHEUIIICH IPhI-
3yIIel AeATeNBHOCTH IIeTa MOTJIa Pa3pyLUINThCA, a OC-
TaBIIasICs B aJIbBCOJIC YaCTh OblIa ObI OTTOPIHYTA Opra-
HU3MOM. B muTepartype Mbl HE HallUTU HUKAKUX yKa3a-
HUH 0 TOZOOHBIX TpaBMaX y TPHI3yHA.

Figure 2. Extracted wood chip, exposed part left of the
arrow, part penetrated into the alveolar arch on the right.
Photo: K.-A. Nitsche.



